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On Friday 7th June we were happy 
to welcome Mr Mike Gatting OBE to 
BST to talk about his career as one 
of England’s greatest cricketers. Mr 
Gatting played for England from 1977 
to 1995 and captained the National 
side from 1986 to 1988 in 23 Test 
matches.

Nickname: Gatt Gatt the Bat
Batting: Right-handed
Bowling: Right-arm medium

[ ]“It’s important 
to remember 
that there is 

always someone 
out there who is 
willing to work 

harder than you”



What is the toughest part of being a 
professional cricketer?

Once you reach the top you have to 
really struggle to stay there because so 
many people would love to be in your 
position so you have to work harder than 
anyone else. I think that it’s important to 
remember that there is always someone 
out there who is willing to work harder 
than you to be where you are, and so if 
you want to remain at the top, you have 
to use this to push you to train harder 
and always try to improve. It’s also really 
important that no matter how good you 
are, there is always someone out there 
who is better than you, and so you must 
never become complacent.

What age did cricket start to become 
more serious for you?

Around 14 or 15 is the age where I 
started to have to choose and decided to 
focus on cricket. But I think you should 
play as many sports as you can for as 
long as you can. I think this is a really 
important part of growing up, becuase 
the more sports you play, the better 
your foundation is when you decide to 
specialise in one sport. 

How did you feel when you were 
representing your country?

I felt very proud representing my 
country from such a young age. It was 
like everything I had dreamed of became 
real. It is difficult to describe the feeling 
as it was a huge honour and also a huge 
responsibility to do my country proud, 
but it was a dream come true. 

What set-backs did you go through 
and how did you overcome them?

In my first game in the league just before 
professional I was being talked about as 
the next big thing in cricket, that I would 
be a top player, and then I was balled 
out in the first inning. It was a huge 
disappoinment and it was a set-back 
for me. I lost a lot of confidence in my 
ability. But the great thing about playing 
in a team is that my teammates and 
friends supported me and encouraged 
me to keep going. It was thanks to their 
support that in the next match I gave 
one of my best ever performances. 
The experience definitely made me a 
stronger person and a stronger player, 
and taught me that failure leads to 
improvement and growth. 



Now that the cricket world cup has 
started, how do you think England 
will do this year?

I think the team has the best ever 
chance of winning the world cup, or 
at least making it to the semi-finals, 
since they have the best batting line 
up I’ve seen in a long time. They have 
got Bangladesh up next and they are 
playing very well at the moment. They 
will probably be able to win against 
Bangladesh but it will be a difficult 
game.

Which cricket player did you look up 
to when you were younger?

I liked Ken Barrington who played 
for Surrey but my favourite was Basil 
D’Oliveira who came from South Africa 
to play for England. He bowled medium 
pace and batted in the middle order like 
me. I looked up to him because he got 
important runs and picked up important 
wickets.

“ I think the 
team has 

the best ever 
chance of 

winning the 
world cup ”

[
In this generation, who do you think 
is the best cricketer playing for 
England? 

I can’t really say who’s the best cricketer 
since there are so many fantastic players 
at the moment who also play in different 
positions. However, I think you can divide 
them into 2 categories: Test series and 
the players who are just geniuses. Some 
cricketers can be in both groups although 
they are rare. I would say Ian Botham 
was a ‘slightly’ genius. I would also say 
the likes of Jonny Bairstow and Jos butler 
are very good. Ben Stokes is another, as 
is Jofra Archer. He was originally born in 
Barbados and is now one of England’s 
greatest players, definitely a loss for the 
Bajan team. 

When playing internationally, did 
you have any superstitions or ways 
to calm your nerves before a game?

Lots of players actually go through 
rituals or have things that bring them 
luck. For me I always had to put my left 
pad on first and then the right pad, as 
this way I felt I was always putting my 
best foot forward. I’d say that this was a 
pre-game ritual for me and helped me 
feel confident and steady before going 
on to the field. 

]



“ My personal 
motto is to 

always treat 
people the way 
you want to be 

treated ”

As the now known “ball of the cen-
tury” was coming towards you, did 
you know what path it was going 
to take and what were you thinking 
right after the ball hit the stumps?

The quick answer to your question is 
no, I didn’t know which path it was 
going to take! *laughs*. Shane Warne 
was probably the best leg spinner of 
his generation and sometimes you 
just get balls like that which catch you 
completely off. I asked myself so many 
questions afterwards such as “could I 
have swept it?” but even when I asked 
Warne how he would have played it he 
said “I’d probably have swept it and got 
out” so I guess we’ll never know. It is nice 
to be a part of history though which is 
what cricket is all about. 

Just after the ball hit the stumps I guess 
it’s fair to say that I wasn’t really thinking 
anything as I was slightly stunned. I just 
remember the Umpire telling me I was 
out and thinking “is that it?”. At the time 
I didn’t know that it would become such 
a huge part of cricket history like it did 
and as I said it’s always nice to be a part 
of history.

[
How does it feel having a ball going 
150 km an hour heading straight at 
you?

Well as you may know I had a ball from 
Malcome Marshall that came up from 
underneath and hit me in the nose. 
There was actually a small piece of 
bone stuck in the ball afterwards and I 
had a cut on my nose that was about 2 
inches. I remember blowing my nose in 
the changing room and it all just popped 
out. And to make matters worse the ball 
fell on the wicket after hitting me in the 
nose and I was bowled. 

What was the best moment of your 
career?

The best moment of my career was when 
I got my first 100 (34 innings) in Mumbai. 
It was the first time that I realised that I 
could reach my potential and it set-off a 
knock-on effect of me getting more 100s. 

What is your personal motto?

My personal motta, that’s a good 
question, I think my personal motto is to 
always treat people the way you want to 
be treated, and always try to be kind and 
fair. Another motto I’ve tried to live by 
throughout my career is to always do my 
best, no matter the circumstances, to try 
my hardest in everything that I do. 

]


