
From the Head of Secondary School 

 

An objective approach, intelligent research and thoughtful decisions 

For most students – and their parents – the choice of their IGCSE options represents an important,                 
possibly a definitive, moment in their education. Decisions made at this point are not necessarily               
life-changing as they can be fairly easily revised at a later stage; it is perhaps helpful but certainly                  
not necessary, for example, to have studied Geography or History for IGCSE in order to choose                
them for A Level. On the other hand, it is often the case that a choice made today can set you off                      
on a specific path towards the next step in your education, so decisions need to be taken with care. 

The best advice I can give is simply, ‘Do your homework.’ Talk to your parents, talk to your                  
teachers. Remember, though, that the real experts in this process are those who were faced with                
the same options last year or the year before; talk to students in Years 10 and 11. Ask them if they                     
made the right choices. This is especially important if you are thinking of studying a ‘new’ subject                 
such as Economics – do you really know what it’s all about, or do you just think you know? 

Above all, this is an opportunity to think carefully about your future and to ask yourself some                 
important questions. ‘What aspect of my studies do I enjoy most? Am I aware of my particular                 
strengths and weaknesses? Do I have a sensible range of skills?’ In some ways questions like                
these are much more important than, ‘Should I choose Music or Drama?’ 

This is the point at which you can genuinely claim that you are beginning to take personal                 
responsibility for your academic future. It should be an exciting time – good luck! 

 

James Anthony Thomas MA (Cantab), MA (London), NPQH 
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The Year 10 and 11 Curriculum at BST 

The subjects available for study in Years 10 and 11 at BST from August 2021 are outlined in this                   
booklet. The list of courses is as below: 

CORE SUBJECTS 

Every student in Year 10 will take: 

● Mathematics  
● English Language and English Literature  
● A Modern Language (either Japanese, French or Spanish - other languages may be chosen              

as an additional subject) 
● Physical Education (Core course – see notes later in this booklet) 
● Sciences: 

- Biology  
- Chemistry  
- Physics  

 

Progress through Year 9 will inform the decision as to which Science pathway a student embarks                
upon at the start of Year 10. Students either follow the Separate Science pathway in which they                 
receive three IGCSE qualifications or Double Award Science, which is the equivalent of two              
IGCSEs. 

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 

Students will then choose three additional subjects from the list below.  

● Art 
● Business Studies 
● Computer Science 
● Drama 
● Economics 
● French 
● Geography 
● History 
● Music 
● Photography 
● Physical Education 
● Spanish 
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Making Subject Choices 

It is important that you choose your subjects wisely. On the whole, your best choices will be the                  
subjects that you enjoy most and in which you think you are most likely to be successful. However,                  
there are some subjects that are either essential, or at least very important, for some careers. If                 
you have plans at this stage to follow a particular career, you must find out what subjects are                  
needed so that you do not choose an inappropriate combination for your future studies. Things you                
ought to consider include: 

1. Your level of interest in the subject 
Does a subject really interest you. Why? You need to be interested in the subject matter and enjoy                  
the skills involved in it. For example, does it involve extended writing? Is it a more practical                 
subject? In addition, take into account how the subject will be assessed. Will there be any                
coursework? 

2. Your ability in the subject 
What are your strengths and weaknesses? Look at your latest school report and be clear about the                 
subjects in which you have been most successful so far and why this is. What skills come more                  
easily to you? 

3. Possible A Level and career choice implications 
Although A Levels are more than two years away, your decisions now may affect the subject that                 
you begin studying in Year 12 in September 2023. For most subjects, it is vital that if you wish to                    
take them at A Level you must select them for IGCSE. While not recommended, it is possible to                  
not choose certain subjects (for example Geography, History, Art and Music) at IGCSE and take               
them up at A Level, however, this is really only the case in exceptional circumstances.  

4. Choosing Subjects 
Below are a few points which are important to consider when deciding combinations: 

● Our advice is to take a balance between Languages (Japanese, French, Spanish),            
Humanities/Social Sciences (Economics, Business Studies, History, Geography) and        
subjects of a higher practical content (Art, Computer Science, Drama, Music, Physical            
Education, Photography). 

● You are not advised to take more than two subjects of a higher practical content owing                
to the considerable time required for producing coursework outside allocated curriculum           
time. 

● Only students who have experience of playing an instrument and reading music may             
choose to study Music IGCSE. 

● For most students, Spanish will be an ab initio (from scratch) course and you will have                
to meet the IGCSE requirements in two years. It is not possible to take French ab initio. 
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When you are choosing, please bear the following in mind: 

Do choose a subject because: 

● You will enjoy it 
● You have a strong interest in it 
● You are good at it 
● It will help you in your future career aspirations and plans 
● You believe that you will succeed in it 
 

Do Not choose a subject because: 

● Your friends have chosen it 
● You think it will be easy 
● You have been told it involves less work 
● Relatives or friends tell you to do it without a good reason 
● You just like your current teacher 
● You want to do something new for the sake of it 
 
Subject Availability 
 
Please be aware that optional courses are offered subject to demand and availability within the               
timetable construction process. Confirmation of choices will come later in the year and the              
Assistant Head of Secondary will contact any students and their parents if their choices do not fit                 
the structure of the school timetable or if there are concerns over the suitability of the combination                 
of subjects chosen.  
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What are ‘IGCSEs’? 
 
● The international General Certificate of Secondary Education (International GCSE) is an           

international qualification for students – usually aged 14-16 – which prepares them for further              
academic study, such as A Levels. 

● The IGCSE is the world’s most popular international qualification for 14-16 year olds. It is taken                
in more than 160 countries. More than 3000 schools worldwide and many of the top UK                
independent schools offer IGCSEs. 

● The IGCSE is an international passport to progression and success. It is recognised around the               
world by employers and universities as evidence of academic ability. The UK university             
admissions service (UCAS) regards IGCSEs as equivalent to GCSEs. 

● Many IGCSEs have a distinct international element. Unlike the GCSE, the examination boards             
have developed subject content which allows teachers to base work on Japan, where possible,              
to make it more relevant to students. The specifications have been created specifically for an               
international student body and to avoid cultural bias. 

● For example, in GCSE Geography, students have to study the UK and Europe, but with               
IGCSE, we are free to focus on the UK, Japan and SE Asia; Music students can compare                 
English and Japanese folk music; English students can study American poetry. 

 
Course Structure  
 
● The IGCSE is a rigorous 2 year linear programme of study. 
● The course contents for each subject are set out in this booklet.  
● The type of assessment for each subject (examinations, coursework, essays, short questions)            

is also included. 
 
Examinations 
 
● IGCSE examinations are linear qualifications, meaning that all students take all of the             

examinations at the end of the course (the end of Year 11). 
● International examinations are normally held in May/June. 
● The examinations are taken at local – rather than at UK – time.  
● There are many types of assessment to suit different learners – oral, coursework and practical.               

This broadens opportunities for students to demonstrate their learning, particularly when their            
first language is not English. 

● There are different examination boards for the courses – BST uses CIE and Edexcel. 
 
Grading 
 
● The UK government recently reformed GCSE courses and, as part of these changes, the              

grading structure has moved from A*-G outcomes to a numerical structure where 9 is the               
highest outcome and 1 is the lowest. As a result of this, some, but not all, IGCSE courses have                   
been reformed and moved to 9-1 outcomes. Further detail on the grading structure used for               
each course is included in each of the course descriptions.  
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Personal Devices for Learning Purposes 
 
It is an expectation that Year 10 and Year 11 students bring a suitable device such as a laptop or                    
chromebook to school each day. 
 
A careful balance between tasks that will be completed digitally and more traditionally will be               
maintained to continue to develop handwriting and other key skills, especially in light of the               
requirements of examination boards to complete paper-based examinations. 
 

 

*The Art department uses primarily Apple computers. 
*It is recommended that students install free digital editing software such as https://www.gimp.org/ 
 
If you have any questions about the personal device specification then you are more than welcome                
to contact the school.  
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Minimum required specification Recommended specification 

CPU: Intel i3 
RAM: 4GB 
Storage: 128 GB (solid state) 
Screen size: 10 inches and up 
Operating system: Windows 10 or Mac OS  
Physical keyboard (not on screen keyboard) 
Wifi connectivity 
 

CPU: Intel i5 
RAM: 8GB 
Storage: 256GB 
Screen size: 12 inches and up 
Operating system: Windows 10 or Mac OS  
Physical keyboard (not on screen keyboard) 
Wifi connectivity  
Digital Ink support 
Touch screen 

Minimum required specification for Fine 
Art/Photography 

Recommended specification 
for Fine Art/Photography 

CPU: Intel i5 
RAM: 8GB 
Storage: 256 GB  
Screen size: 10 inches and up 
Operating system: Win/Mac 
Wifi connectivity 
Chrome books and tablet devices are not       
recommended 

CPU: Intel Core i7 
RAM: 8GB 
Storage: 512GB 
Screen size: 12 inches and up 
Operating system: Win/Mac 
Wifi connectivity  
Chrome books and tablet devices are not       
recommended 

https://www.gimp.org/
https://www.gimp.org/


Compulsory IGCSE Subjects/Courses 

 

● English Language 
● English Literature  
● Mathematics 
● Science (Double Award or Biology, Chemistry and Physics) 
● Modern Language. Students must choose one of: 

o Japanese (First Language) 
o Japanese (Foreign Language) 
o French 
o Spanish 
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English Language IGCSE (CIE, A*-G)  
& English Literature IGCSE (CIE, A*-G) 

“Literature adds to reality” 
C S Lewis 

 
English is a vital part of every student’s education         
that informs and aids their learning across all        
curriculum areas. As well as developing the       
fundamental skills of reading, writing, and speaking       
and listening, English helps students to make sense        
of the experience of being human and the myriad         
ways in which this can be expressed and explored. 
 
The Language course focuses on the fundamental communication skills of reading and writing.             
Students will be expected to read and respond to a range of fiction and non-fiction texts, and to                  
construct and convey meaning effectively in a variety of written styles. 
 
The Literature course seeks to promote an appreciation of, and affection for, literature. It focuses               
on literary texts, specifically prose, poetry and drama. Students are able to deepen their knowledge               
of the conventions of these literary genres, and encouraged to become more sensitive to nuance,               
subtlety, humour and irony. They are also guided to express their analytical and imaginative              
understanding into clearly structured critical essays. 
 
For the vast majority of students, the English course leads to two IGCSE qualifications, English               
Language and English Literature. 
 
Content 
English Language: Reading, writing, and speaking and listening (unexamined) 
English Literature: Prose, poetry and drama texts; commentaries on unseen literary texts 
 
Assessment 
English Language Paper 1 (Reading): 2hr examination, 50%  
and 
English Language Paper 2 (Directed writing and composition): 2hr examination, 50%  
or 
English Language Component 3 (Coursework): 3 pieces of coursework, 50% 

*** 
English Literature Paper 1 (Poetry and Prose): 1hr 30m examination, 50% 
and 
English Literature Paper 3 (Drama): 45m examination, 25% 
and 
English Literature Paper 4 (Unseen - Poetry or Prose): 1hr 15m examination, 25% 
 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact Mr. R Paterson: rpaterson@bst.ac.jp 
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Mathematics IGCSE (Edexcel, 9-1) 
“Mathematics is the language with which God has written the universe.”  

Galileo  
 
Mathematics is an essential subject for all students, which has many applications in other areas of                
study. Edexcel IGCSE Mathematics encourages the development of mathematical knowledge as a            
key life skill, and provides excellent progression to the Edexcel A Level we offer. This is a fully                  
examined course, through which learners develop not only knowledge and understanding of            
Mathematics, but also skills in creative thinking, enquiry and problem solving. 
 
Content 
Students will study: 

● numbers and the number system 
● equations, formulae and identities 
● sequences, functions and graphs 
● geometry and trigonometry 
● vectors and transformation geometry 
● statistics and probability  

 
Students should be able to demonstrate mathematical reasoning skills by:  

● making deductions and drawing conclusions from mathematical information  
● constructing chains of reasoning 
● presenting arguments and proofs  
● interpreting and communicating information accurately 

 
We aim for all students to sit the higher tier examination, allowing them access to the top grades                  
on the 9-1 scale. In some circumstances we may need to support a student by allowing them to sit                   
the foundation tier paper if it is right for them.  
  
Assessment 
Higher Curriculum, Grades 9-4 
Mathematics A Paper 1H: 2hr examination, 50%  
Mathematics A Paper 2H: 2hr examination, 50%  
 
Foundation Curriculum, Grades 5-1 
Mathematics A Paper 1F: 2hr examination, 50%  
Mathematics A Paper 2F: 2hr examination, 50%  
 
Students can use a scientific calculator for both papers (graphical calculators are not allowed).              
Students have access to a formulae sheet. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact Dr J McDarby: jmcdarby@bst.ac.jp 
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Separate Science IGCSE (Edexcel, 9-1) 
“The task is not so much to see what no one has yet seen; but to think what nobody has yet 

thought, about that which everybody sees” 
Erwin Schrodinger 

 
 

Students lay the foundations of their IGCSE Science studies during Year 9, at the end of which                 
they continue onto either the Separate Science or Double Award pathway, depending upon which              
course is better suited to them. The Separate Sciences pathway enables a student to obtain three                
separate IGCSE qualifications - one in Biology, one in Chemistry and one in Physics.  
 
In Key Stage 4, students build on the basic knowledge and skills developed in Key Stage 3, with                  
the expectation that they apply their knowledge with expertise and make links between topics.              
Students take greater ownership of their learning, and are encouraged to develop a range of               
application skills in preparation for Key Stage 5. 
 
All students complete the course with a holistic understanding of the scientific world, its relevance               
to everyday life and an appreciation of how Science affects the world around us.  
 
 
Course Content 
 
The units of study within the IGCSE Separate Sciences are as follows: 
 
Biology 
 

1. The nature and variety of living things 
2. Structures and functions in living organisms 
3. Reproduction and inheritance 
4. Ecology and the environment 
5. Use of biological resources 

 
Chemistry 
 

1. Principles of chemistry 
2. Inorganic chemistry  
3. Physical chemistry 
4. Organic chemistry 

 
Physics  
 

1. Forces and motion 
2. Waves  
3. Solids, liquids and gases 
4. Radioactivity and particles   

5. Electricity 
6. Energy resources and transfers 
7. Magnetism and electromagnetism 
8. Astrophysics 
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Practical work 
 
Practical skills and investigations are integral to a student's grasp of theoretical concepts.             
The course is supported by a set of core practical activities, as well as a range of bespoke                  
practical work designed for our students. The design of such lessons encourages students to              
develop scientific skills in five main areas: practical skills; mathematical skills; analysis and             
evaluation skills; application of knowledge and extended writing. 
 
External Assessment 
 
Separate Science students receive 3 individual IGCSE qualifications for Biology, Chemistry           
and Physics. They are assessed by two papers: 
● Paper 1: A 2 hour examination containing a variety of different question styles, including              

multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, calculations and extended       
open-response questions.  

● Paper 2: A 1 hour and 15 minute written examination in the same format as Paper 1,                 
which focuses on the Separate Science material. 

 
The structure of the Science IGCSE qualifications and how they are examined is shown in               
the diagram below: 

 
 
 
A Level Aspirations 
 

● It is important to note that both IGCSE pathways prepare students for A Level studies               
and allow students the same choices after completing Year 11. 

● Completing this pathway prepares students effectively for all of the A Level Sciences,             
as well as IB programmes.  

 
 
 

 
For more information, please contact Miss Jane Shaw: jshaw@bst.ac.jp   
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