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Introduction from the Principal 

 

Dear Students, 

I hope that parents will forgive me if, on this occasion, I address my 

remarks directly to their sons and daughters. 

This booklet offers you a useful starting point as you begin the process of 

plotting your path through the most important, challenging and enjoyable 

years of your school life. It is, however, no more than that. Read it carefully 

and use it as a guide, and then take the opportunity to talk to as many 

experts as possible; I use both of these terms in the widest sense. Experts 

might include parents, teachers and students in the years ahead of you, but 

the term also refers to university admissions officers, career guidance 

professionals and people already working in areas of interest to you. Do your 

research before making a commitment to a specific course of study. 

That said, think very carefully about making decisions based on anything 

other than interest and enjoyment. If History is the subject that interests 

you most, or Art is your passion, you must have a really compelling reason 

to choose not to study them at A Level. Above all, make your own decisions: 

listen to advice, do the research – but decide for yourself. 

Finally, please remember that life in the Sixth Form is about so much more 

than academic study. Your A Levels are your priority – of course they are – 

but the next two years will provide you with opportunities that might well 

define the person you will become. As school leaders you will have a genuine 

responsibility to yourselves and the rest of our community to make the most 

of those opportunities. Take risks, set yourself new challenges, and be 

generous in sharing your talents with others. 

I wish you good luck and look forward to working with you. 

 

 

 

 

Brian Christian 

  



 

The BST Sixth Form 

Our Sixth Form has simple aims: 

● To enable students to select courses which best meet their needs 

at excellent universities around the world. 

● To develop intellectual curiosity and academic rigour 

● To encourage students to embrace fully all aspects of the school’s 

extended curriculum  

Students will notice that the Sixth Form offers a different educational 

experience. They will instantly find that they have more freedom to pursue 

areas of interest and will have time in school to review and extend what they 

have learned in lessons. Developing their own knowledge of the subjects 

which they are studying, reading widely and learning beyond the realms of 

the curriculum will be essential if they are to win places at the most 

competitive universities and indeed, reach their potential.  

Sixth Form students are young adults who are granted a higher level of 

freedom – and, at the same time, trusted with a higher level of 

responsibility. Students will continue to have regular sessions during which 

they will research future careers and universities, and will be guided 

through the application process and supported in preparing for the world 

beyond BST.  Sixth Form students are expected to take advantage of the 

extensive programme of lectures from outside speakers and visits from 

universities. There is naturally an emphasis on British universities and the 

UCAS system but we encourage students to broaden their horizons and 

consider where best they can pursue their ambitions. Last year BST alumni 

embarked on their degrees in the USA, Australia and The Netherlands as 

well as Japan and UK. 

All Sixth Form students should also be able to demonstrate 

 

● An excellent record of attendance and punctuality 

● A positive attitude to all school work 

● Good relations with peers and teachers 

● Contribution to the wider school community 

● The ability to work independently 

The purpose of this booklet is to introduce the academic curriculum. As part of 

the Sixth Form induction process, students will also be issued with two other 

important information booklets about Universities and Careers, and also more 

generally about Sixth Form life. 

 

 
  



 

A Level courses in the BST Sixth Form 
 

Students wishing to study A Levels in 2018-20 will be able to choose to study 

the following subjects: 

❏ Fine Art 

❏ Biology 

❏ Chemistry 

❏ Computer Science 

❏ Drama and Theatre Studies 

❏ Economics 

❏ English Literature 

❏ French 

❏ Further Mathematics 

❏ Geography 

❏ History 

❏ Japanese 

❏ Mathematics 

❏ Music 

❏ Photography 

❏ Physical Education 

❏ Physics 

❏ Psychology  

❏ Spanish 

 
In addition to the optional courses above, all Sixth Form students take a 

Core course which includes Leadership, Careers Sport, Wellbeing and a 

number of students take the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

Optional subjects will be placed into columns in which you are able to choose 

different combinations. These can be found on the accompanying Options 

Request form. All subjects are offered subject to demand and availability. We 

will do all we can to accommodate your subject combination requests but this 

may not always be possible. Confirmation will come in the final stages of the 

whole-school timetable scheduling process. 

Choosing courses 
 

It is important that students choose their subjects wisely and consider their 

strengths, interests and future plans before making their decisions. They should 

talk to a number of people including teachers, tutors, parents and other students 

about their choices and advice will be given to them at the ‘Options Evening’, in 

lessons, meetings and through the tutorial programme.  

 

Students are strongly advised to choose subjects that they enjoy and are likely to 

have success in. However, there are some subjects that are either essential, or at 

least very important, for some careers. At this stage, if students have plans to 

follow a particular career path, they must find out which subjects are needed so 

that they take the correct combination of A Levels. 



 

The main factors that students should consider when making their subject 

choices are: 

 
1. Level of interest in the subject 

Does a subject really interest you and why? You need to be interested in the 

subject matter and enjoy the skills involved in it. For example, does it involve 

extended writing? Is it a more practical subject? In addition, take into account 

how the subject will be assessed - will there be any coursework?  
 
2. Ability in the subject 

What are your strengths and weaknesses? Look at your latest school report 

and be clear about subjects in which have you been most successful so far and 

why that has been the case? What skills come more easily to you? 
 
3. University Course and Career choices 

It is vital that you consider the implications of the choices of the courses 

which you elect to study. Some subjects are necessary if you wish to read 

certain degrees. For students interested in studying in the UK, the current 

university websites/prospectuses are the best guides. Useful websites and 

publications include: 

● http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-

choices-at-school-and-college/ 

● http://search.ucas.com  

● Books such as: HEAP, The Times’ Good University Guide or The UCAS Guide 

and others from reputable agencies such as the Good Schools Guide. 

 
Do choose a subject because: 
 

● You will enjoy it 

● You have a strong interest in it 

● You are good at it 

● It will help you in your future career aspirations and plans 

● You believe that you will succeed in it 
 
Do not choose a subject because: 
 

● Your friends have chosen it 

● You think it will be easy 

● You have been told it involves less work 

● Relatives or friends tell you to do it without a good reason 

● It is something new and you fancy a change 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/
http://search.ucas.com/


 

Below is a table of university courses and suggested A Level combinations. It is, 

however, very important that students follow these suggestions up with specific 

research on individual university entrance requirements. These are meant to be 

used as a guideline only and it is by no means an exhaustive list. 

 
 

University Course Essential Subjects Useful subjects 

Art and Design Art English Literature, History 

Biochemistry Chemistry, Biology Physics, Maths 

Biology Biology Chemistry, Physics, Maths, 

Geography 

Business None Maths, Business, Geography, 

French/Spanish/Japanese 

Chemistry Chemistry, Maths Biology, Physics 

Classical Studies None English Literature, History, 

French/Spanish 

Computer Science Computer Science Maths, Further Maths, Physics 

Drama or Theatre None Drama and Theatre, English 

Literature, History, Psychology 

Economics Maths (in some cases 

Further Maths) 

Economics, Maths, Further Maths 

History, Geography 

English English Literature History, French, Spanish, Japanese 

Engineering Maths, Chemistry, 

Physics 

Further Maths – required for some 

universities 

Geography Geography Maths, Economics, History. Biology 

History History English Literature, Geography, 

French, Spanish, Japanese 

Law None English, Maths, French, Spanish, 

Japanese, History 

Maths Maths and often 

Further Maths 

Physics, Chemistry 

Medicine Chemistry, Biology 

and Maths/Physics 

 

Modern Languages French, Spanish or 

Japanese  

English Literature, History 

Music Music and Grade 7/8 

for main instrument 

History, English 

Photography Fine Art, Photography English Literature,  Business Studies, 

Psychology, Drama 

Physics Maths, Physics Further Maths, Chemistry 

Physiotherapy Biology, PE Chemistry, Maths, Physics 

Psychology None Biology, Maths, Psychology, 

Chemistry, Physics 

Education/Teaching None 3 A Levels one of which should be 

your specialist subject 

Veterinary Sciences Chemistry, Biology 

and Physics/Maths 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.davidgamecollege.com/97/business-studies
http://www.davidgamecollege.com/111/psychology


 

Reformed A Levels 
 

There have been significant changes relating to the structure and content of all A 

Level curricula in recent years. The most significant of these is that AS and A 

Level examinations have been ‘de-coupled’ (which means that they are stand 

alone and separate qualifications in which AS results do not ‘count’ towards final 

A Level grades). The latest official information can be found 

here:https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/reform-of-as-and-A Level-

qualifications-by-ofqual   

 

At BST we will continue to teach four subjects through Year 12, three of which 

are taken through to Year 13. The format and timings of examinations will be 

decided over the next few months although we will be keeping a very close eye on 

developments in this regard. We will ensure that all parties will be kept 

informed, as far as possible, about the path BST students will take. We are in 

regular contact and dialogue with other similar schools both in the UK and 

internationally so that we can be confident in our decision-making processes and 

ensure the learning of the students is optimised.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/reform-of-as-and-a-level-qualifications-by-ofqual
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/reform-of-as-and-a-level-qualifications-by-ofqual
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/reform-of-as-and-a-level-qualifications-by-ofqual
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/reform-of-as-and-a-level-qualifications-by-ofqual


 

Fine Art (Edexcel) 

Suggested Entry Profile 

B in (I)GCSE Art and Design. It is important for you to have an interest in the 

visual arts. This course will give you the skills to enjoy, engage with and produce 

visual arts throughout your life.  

Why choose A level Fine Art? 

Fine Art is the right subject for a student who enjoys thinking independently and 

developing, refining and communicating ideas through visual means. We ask 

students to analyse their own and the work of others to inform ideas. Students 

are encouraged to experiment and take risks in order to solve problems. They are 

expected produce personal creative outcomes both in their work journals and in 

the final piece.   

Your key learning topics 
 

Fine Art requires engagement with aesthetic and intellectual concepts through 

the use of traditional and/or digital media, materials, techniques and processes 

for the purpose of self-expression, free of external constraints. Fine Art may be 

created to communicate ideas and messages about the observed world, the 

qualities of materials, perceptions, or preconceptions. It can also be used to 

explore personal and cultural identity, society and how we live, visual language, 

and technology. Studying this subject will allow you to consider and reflect on 

our place in the world, both as individuals and collectively. 
 
What skills will I learn? 
 

Drawing and other materials processes:  

Drawing in Fine Art forms an essential part of the development process from 

initial idea to finished work; from rough sketches, to diagrams; setting out 

compositions, to digital drawings used for installations or as part of three-

dimensional work. Students use a variety of tools, materials and techniques, as 

appropriate, for recording their surroundings and source materials. Students 

should consider the application and implications of new and emerging 

technologies that can be used in conjunction with traditional and digital fine art 

materials. In Term One all students are expected to attend Extra Curricular Life 

Drawing Club after school.  

 

Contextual understanding and professional practice:  

Contexts for Fine Art can be found in a wide range of sources; for example, from 

historical works in museums, contemporary art shows and fairs, an exhibition at 

a local gallery, films, architecture, music, literature and nature. 

 

Disciplines within Fine Art: 

For the purposes of this qualification, Fine Art is sub-divided into the following 

four disciplines:  



 

● Painting and drawing  

● Printmaking  

● Sculpture  

● Lens-based image making  

 

Students will be required to work in one or more of the disciplines to 

communicate their ideas. By working across disciplines, they will extend their 

understanding of the scope of Fine Art; by focusing on one discipline, they will 

gain a deeper understanding of specific processes within Fine Art. 
 
Will it fit into my life? 

Through this course students will develop transferable skills such as problem 

solving, communication and critical thinking skills, which will prepare them for 

further study or the world of work, regardless of the subject or career they wish 

to pursue. If a student wants to pursue a career in the creative industries, the 

next step is likely to be a Foundation Degree course followed by an 

undergraduate degree in fields as varied as Product Design, Fine Art, Fashion 

Design or History of Art. 

Assessment 
 

The tables below provide a brief overview of the AS and A Level specifications. 

The A Level is comprised of two components – coursework (known as the 

Personal Investigation) and the Externally Set Assignment. 

 
The AS is comprised of two components – coursework (known as the Personal 

Investigation) and Externally Set Assignment 

 
Period of sustained focus: 

The period of sustained focus (essentially an examination) for A Level is 15 

hours, and for AS level it is 10 hours.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Biology (AQA) 

Suggested Entry Profile 

(I)GCSE Biology grade B or (I)GCSE Co-ordinated Science grades AA in addition 

to (I)GCSE Mathematics grade B. 

Why choose A level Biology? 

Biology involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics, ranging from 

Molecular Biology to the study of ecosystems and from microorganisms to 

mammoths. Biology is never far from the headlines either - the human genome 

has been sequenced and we know the complete arrangement of the three 

thousand million bases that make up human DNA. In Kenya 350 people die 

every day from AIDS and in Southeast Asia the skies are dark with smoke as the 

last Bornean rainforests are burned to grow oil palms. Biologists are concerned 

with all these issues. They work in the fields of cell biology, medicine, food 

production and ecology and the work they do is vital to us all. 

 
Your key learning topics 

In the first year you will study biological molecules; cells; how organisms 

exchange substances with their environment and genetic information, variation 

and relationships between organisms. In addition, you will complete several 

practical investigations which are designed to sharpen your investigative skills. 

These topics give a solid grounding in Biology. 

 

Year two helps you build on that firm foundation and, like year one, has four 

academic topics plus practical investigations. The academic topics are energy 

transfers in and between organisms; how organisms respond to changes in their 

internal and external environments; genetics, populations, evolution and 

ecosystems plus the control of gene expression. 

 

What skills will I learn? 

The Biology A Level course helps students develop a number of skills: 

 

• How to collect data and evaluate it 

• How to investigate facts and use deduction 

• How to put over your point of view effectively 

 
Who takes this course? 

Biology is one of the most popular A Level subjects in the United Kingdom, 

attracting students who study a wide range of other subjects. Many of these 

students enjoy the subject so much they eventually choose a biologically related 

degree course. Others go on to careers in law, computing, accounting or teaching. 

So, whatever field you will eventually work in, you will find Biology a very 

rewarding and challenging course which will develop many of the skills essential 

for a successful career. 

 



 

Where will success take me? 

Biology is a great choice of subject for people who want a career in health and 

clinical professions such as Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, 

Physiotherapy, Pharmacy, Optometry, Nursing, Zoology, Marine Biology or 

Forensic Science. 

 
Will it fit into my life? 

Students who take Biology often also study from a wide range of subjects, 

including Psychology, Sociology, PE, Chemistry, Science in Society, Physics, 

Applied Science, Health & Social Care, Critical Thinking and Environmental 

Studies. 

 
AS level Biology assessment  

 
 
A Level Biology assessment 

 
 

 



 

Chemistry (AQA) 

Suggested Entry Profile 

(I)GCSE Chemistry grade B or (I)GCSE Co-ordinated Science grades AA in 

addition to (I)GCSE Mathematics grade B. 

Why choose A level Chemistry? 

If you enjoyed Chemistry at (I)GCSE, you will most likely find this A/ A level 

course fascinating. In two years you will get an in-depth knowledge of this 

remarkable subject, preparing you for further education or giving you the 

credentials to enhance your job options straight away. Chemists have greatly 

improved the quality of life for the majority of people. Our A Level course is 

underpinned by the practical skills that lead us to synthesise organic products or 

investigate problems. You also find out how chemists are real innovators, 

designing solutions to the problems that affect modern life. 
 
Your key learning topics 

Under the new specifications of Chemistry there are three overall topics that you 

will cover over the two year linear course. These are Physical Chemistry, 

Inorganic Chemistry and Organic Chemistry. In the first part of Physical 

Chemistry in Year 12 you will cover foundation subjects like atomic structure 

and bonding then work up to topics on kinetics and energetics. In your early 

Organic work you will look into the greater detail of (I)GCSE topics such alkanes 

and alkenes then move towards gaining skills in organic analysis. Finally in 

Physical Chemistry you will delve deeper into periodicity and then focus in on 

the periodic groups that shape our world. In Year 13 you then build on each topic 

in turn, enhancing your knowledge as well as your problem solving skills! 

 
What skills will I learn? 

 

• How to assemble data and assess it 

• How to investigate facts and use deduction 

• How to put over your point of view fluently 

• How to work as a team to achieve results 

 
Who takes this course? 

Students with a wide range of interests enjoy the Chemistry course. Whether 

you want a job in medicine or industry, Chemistry is the solid platform upon 

which careers are built. With the wide range of skills used in Chemistry, it 

provides a fantastic basis for further study in a wide range of subjects and is a 

compulsory subject for many scientific degrees, as it overlaps in areas of both 

Physics and Biology where the science worlds collide. 

 
 
 
 



 

Where will success take me? 

Chemistry is a great choice of subject for people who want a career in health and 

clinical professions, such as Medicine, Nursing, Biochemistry, Dentistry or 

Forensic Science. However, it also leads you into a wide range of research or 

clinical careers, such as Pharmacology, Biochemistry or Biochemical engineering.  

Equipping you with the skills for a career in industry or working for Government 

Agencies or Universities. 

 
Will it fit into my life? 

Students who take Chemistry often also study from a wide range of subjects, 

including Psychology, Sociology, Biology, Physics, Applied Science, Health & 

Social Care, Critical Thinking and Environmental Studies. With the heavy 

content side of the course it does rely on lots of independent work, but those who 

are fascinated by the subject will enjoy the challenge it brings. 

 
Assessment 

The first two exams are based on Chemistry content from both years of study 

and are worth 35% of the final grade. The third exam, worth 30%, is based more 

on practical skills and data analysis. This will also include higher level maths 

work and replaces the traditional practical assessment from previous years. The 

students’ practical work will be checked internally but will not contribute 

towards the grade. 

 

If continuing onto A2 Chemistry the exams will consist of; 

 

  



 

Computer Science (AQA) 
 

Suggested Entry Profile 

There are no set entry requirements for this qualification but it is strongly 

recommended that students have at least a B in (I)GCSE Mathematics. You do 

not have to hold (I)GCSE Computing to start Computer Science at A Level but a 

willingness to read around your subject, a keen interest in technology and an 

aptitude for problem solving would really help. 

 

Why Choose Computer Science A Level? 
 

A Level Computer Science is a course as much about problem solving and 

automating solutions as it is about computers, although we use computers as 

tools and the course will give an understanding of how computers work. The 

algorithms that underpin our daily lives, whether that is finding our way with 

GPS satellite navigation, messaging our friends across the globe or even putting 

on our washing machine or TV, computers are running the processes that allow 

all these things and more to take place.  

 

What skills will you learn? 
 

Topics include programming, data structures, representing data, computer 

architecture, and communications and networking as well as new areas of study 

such as Big Data, which attempts to answer the questions “What can we do with 

very large data sets?” and “How much data should be kept on individuals?” You 

will develop your computational thinking and an understanding of the main 

principles of taking a systematic approach to problem solving, a transferable 

skill in many disciplines. 

 
 
Career Opportunities & Progression 
 

Many great challenges lie in the future for computer scientists to solve. This 

course, with its emphasis on abstract thinking, general problem solving, 

algorithmic and mathematical reasoning and scientific and engineering-based 

thinking is a good foundation for understanding these future challenges and 

indeed a good base for further study in computing, engineering or any 

mathematical science. The skills that Computer Science develops will 

demonstrate your value to a wide range of industries. Computer Scientists are 

needed in all disciplines, from Engineering to Agriculture and beyond. 

 

 

 
AS Level Assessment 



 

 
 
A Level Assessment 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Drama and Theatre Studies (AQA) 
 

Suggested Entry Profile 

There are no set entry requirements for this qualification but it is recommended 

that students have at least a C in English Language and English Literature at 

(I)GCSE.  

 

Why Choose Drama A Level? 
 

Drama is a unique academic arts subject, inspiring creativity and confidence. 

Practical exploration of published play texts and the creation of students’ own 

practical work is at the heart of this qualification. This makes it an engaging and 

relevant qualification, combining theory and practice, written examinations and 

practical coursework.  

 

What skills will you learn? 
 

Drama and Theatre develops many skills needed for higher education and the 

workplace by encouraging students to: 

 

● Create, perform and respond to drama and theatre  

● Develop creativity and independence to become effective theatre makers  

● Explore the relationship between theory and practice in a range of 

theatrical styles and periods, and historical, social and cultural contexts  

● Learn how relevant research, independent thought and analysis of live 

theatre production can inform decision making in their practical work, 

and then put this understanding into practice  

● Experience the ways in which theatre-makers collaborate to create theatre 

 
 
Career Opportunities & Progression 
 

Higher education institutions value and respect the skills this Drama and 

Theatre Studies qualification gives students; skills that are not just essential for 

drama, but applicable to a wide range of higher education subjects and in the 

workplace. This course refines students' collaborative skills, their analytical 

thinking and their approach to research. Students grow in confidence and 

maturity as they successfully realise their own ideas. They learn to evaluate 

objectively and develop a sound appreciation of the influences that cultural and 

social contexts can have on decision making. Whatever the future holds, students 

of A Level Drama and Theatre Studies emerge with a toolkit of transferable 

skills preparing them for their next steps. 
 



 

A Level Course Outline & Assessment 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Economics (Edexcel) 

Suggested Entry Profile 

A in (I)GCSE Mathematics and B in (I)GCSE English. Since this a new and 

demanding course, we may need to limit the number of students in the first 

cohort. 

  

Is this the right subject for me? 

“Studying economics in the sixth form stretches your mind and forces you to 

think laterally about a range of interesting and topical problems.” (A Level 

Economics student) 

Economics is the right subject for you if you enjoy debating economic issues such 

as inequality, politics, immigration and how we should pay for healthcare, 

education and defence. 

Why do some economies grow and others don’t? Will the Eurozone survive? Why 

didn’t economists predict the Global Financial Crisis? Should the government cut 

taxes? This course will help you to understand all this and more. 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course? 

It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied Economics before. You might have an 

interest in Economics and want to know more about the impact it has on the 

world around you. 

You will need to be inquisitive, focused and willing to challenge and assess 

theories and policies. A good level of written English and a strong numerical 

foundation is also beneficial. 

  

What will I learn? 

Economics is about choice and the impact of our choices on each other. Should 

the government increase spending on healthcare or is that money better spent on 

subsidising start up business activity or improving the road network? You won’t 

learn the answer (as it is subjective) but you will learn how to form an argument 

to support your judgement on such issues. 

Economics relates to every aspect of our lives, from the decisions we make as 

individuals or families to the structures created by governments and firms. An 

economic way of thinking can help you make better choices. 

 Theme 1 

● Microeconomics : how markets work and why the fail. This includes: 

● Supply and demand 



 

● Taxes and subsidies 

● Market failure 

● Government intervention  

Theme 2 

● Macroeconomics: The role of government and the UK economy. This 

includes: 

● Economic growth 

● Unemployment 

● Income 

● Government objectives 

● Government policies 

  

What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 

Studying Economics will help you develop transferable skills that will prepare 

you for studying at university or moving into the world of work. These include 

skills in data interpretation and essay writing. Suitable higher education courses 

include Economics degrees or degrees in Applied Economics such as 

Environmental Economics, Labour Economics, Public Sector Economics or 

Monetary Economics. You might choose to study Business Economics, 

Econometrics or a Business and Management degree. Economics students can 

follow a wide range of careers in industry, commerce, finance and the civil 

service. 

  

How will I be assessed at A Level? 

Paper 1 Short-answer, data response and essay questions on markets and 

business behaviour. 35% (2 hours) 

Paper 2 Short-answer, data response and essay questions on the national and 

global economy. 35% (2 hours) 

Paper 3 Data response and essay questions which cover concepts and theory 

from the whole course. 30% (2 hours) 

  

 

 
  



 

English Literature (Edexcel) 

 
 
Suggested Entry Profile 

Recommended Entry Requirement: minimum of B in (I)GCSE English Language 

and B in English Literature. 

 

Why Choose English A Level? 

 

A Level English seeks to develop in students an appreciation of literature and 

the literary craft. If you enjoy thinking about what makes humans tick, and how 

this can be represented in a work of literature, then English A Level is for you. 

 

 
What skills will you learn? 

 

English develops many higher order thinking skills by encouraging students to: 

• analyse, evaluate and enjoy a range of literary texts 

• acquire a knowledge of generic and thematic traditions and the range of 

conceptual approaches that can be used in analysing literary texts 

• research and evaluate the significance of the historical period and culture 

in which literary texts were produced and received 

• structure closely-argued and well-evidenced critical arguments, in both 

spoken and written form 

 

 
A Level Course Outline & Assessment 

 

Unit 1 – Drama (30% of A Level, open book, 2 hours 15 minutes) 

Students study two plays, Marlowe’s Dr Faustus and Shakespeare’s Hamlet, 

alongside an anthology of relevant critical works.  

 

Unit 2 – Prose (20% of A Level, open book, 1 hour) 

Students study two prose texts, Shelley’s Frankenstein and Ishiguro’s Never Let 

Me Go, through the thematic lens of Science and Society. 

 

Unit 3 – Poetry (30% of A Level, open book, 2 hours 15 minutes) 

Students are asked to write an analytical commentary comparing an unseen 

poem with a named poem from their studied contemporary poetry anthology. 

They also answer a question on their studied poet, Larkin. 

 

Unit 4 – Coursework (20% of A Level) 

Students produce one extended study of around 2500-3000 words, comparing two 

literary texts of any genre linked by theme, movement, author or period. 



 

 
AS Level Course Outline & Assessment 

 

Students currently sit 2 AS examinations at the end of Year 12: Poetry and 

Drama (2 hours), and Prose (1 hour). The texts studied for these examinations 

would then be carried over into Year 13 and feature as full A Level texts in the 

final four units outlined above. The AS marks, however, would not contribute 

towards the final A Level result. 

 

 
Career Opportunities & Progression 

 

An A Level in English Literature gives you knowledge and skills which will 

prepare you for higher education and a wide range of career options, such as 

journalism, politics, law, teaching, public relations, social work and the civil 

service.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

French (AQA) 
 
Suggested Entry Profile 

Minimum recommended Entry Requirement: B in IGCSE French 

Why Choose French A Level? 

A Level French expands students’ knowledge and appreciation of French 

language and culture and understanding of the Francophone world.  The course 

seeks to develop the four skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking to 

enable students to think, speak and write flexibly in French.  The first year of 

the A Level and the AS level course cover the same content, allowing students 

the flexibility to sit an exam at the end of Year 12.  The A Level exam will 

examine content from both years, but will be in greater depth.   
 
What skills will you learn? 

As well as developing fluency in the language, the study of French develops 

many transferable skills which are highly valued by universities and future 

employers.  These include: 

● communication and interpersonal skills 

● cultural sensitivity and understanding 

● summarising spoken and written arguments 

● logical thinking 

● memory skills, application and perseverance 
 
Course content 

This specification is designed to encourage candidates to: 

● develop the knowledge and skills acquired at (I)GCSE level and use the 

language learned in a wide range of contexts  

● gain a useful insight into another culture and reflect on aspects of 

contemporary society  

● enhance their employment prospects, facilitate foreign travel and 

experience the enjoyment and motivation of improving their linguistic 

level.  
AS and A Level Year 1 Outline 

● Current trends in French-speaking society: The changing nature 

of family; the cyber-society; the place of voluntary work 

● Artistic culture in the French-speaking world: a culture proud of 

its heritage; contemporary Francophone music; cinema: the 7th art form 

● Study of a novel or film from a prescribed list of set texts: 

currently ‘Au Revoir les Enfants’ directed by Louis Malle 

 

 

The AS specification has 3 papers for those sitting the exam: 

● Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing  

● Paper 2: Translation and Essay Writing 

● Paper 3: Speaking Test 
A Level Year 2 Outline 



 

● Current issues in French-speaking society: positive features of a 

diverse society; life for the marginalised; how criminals are treated 

● Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world:: 

Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment; demonstrations 

and strikes – who holds the power?; politics and immigration  

● Study of a novel or film from a prescribed list of set texts: 

currently “L’Etranger” by Albert Camus and also ‘La Haine’ directed by 

Mathieu Kassovitz 

● Individual Project: the study of an aspect of French-speaking society 

which is of interest to the student.  This will be examined by way of the 

speaking exam. 

 

The A Level specification has 3 papers: 

● Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation 

● Paper 2: Essay Writing  

● Paper 3: Speaking Test 

 
Career Opportunities & Progression 

Linguists are in demand in a wide range of professions and language 

qualifications are highly valued by universities.  These range from specialist 

language jobs such as interpreting and translating to jobs where language 

and cultural skills are a huge advantage such as exporting and sales, 

international business, working for multinational companies, government and 

diplomacy.  If you can offer more than one language to a future employer, you 

have an instant advantage over monolingual competitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

Geography (Cambridge International A Level) 

Suggested Entry Profile 

B in (I)GCSE Geography and B in English Language or Literature.  

Why choose Geography A Level?  

There has never been a better or more important time to study Geography. With 

growing interest in issues such as climate change, migration, environmental 

degradation and social cohesion, Geography is one of the most relevant courses 

you could choose to study. 

Whatever your passion for the world - fascination with landscapes or concerns 

about inequality - Geography will provide you with knowledge and transferable 

skills that will reward you personally and advance you professionally. 

Skills and knowledge 

● An understanding of the principal processes operating within Physical 

Geography and Human Geography.  

● An understanding of the causes and effects of change on natural and 

human environments.  

● An awareness of the usefulness of geographical analysis to understand 

and solve contemporary human and environmental problems  

● The ability to handle and evaluate different types and sources of 

information.  

● The skills to think logically, and to present an ordered and coherent 

argument in a variety of ways. 
Content 

● Paper 1: Physical Geography (Year 12) 

○ Hydrology and fluvial geomorphology (Rivers and flooding) 

○ Atmosphere and weather  

○ Rocks and weathering 

● Paper 2: Human Geography (Year 12) 

○ Population  

○ Migration  

○ Settlement dynamics 

● Paper 3: Advanced Physical Geography (Year 13)  

● Two from the following: 

○ Coastal environments 

○ Tropical environments 

○ Hazardous environments  

○ Hot arid and semi-arid environments 

● Paper 4: Advanced Human Geography (Year 13) 

● Two from the following: 

○ Production, location and change  

○ Environmental management  

○ Global interdependence  



 

○ Economic transition 

 
How will I be assessed? 

There are two exams in Year 12 that make up your AS and contribute to 50% of 

your final A Level grade. There are two more exams in Year 13 that make up the 

final 50% of your grade.  

Paper Time and marks % of total mark When you sit the exam 

Paper 1: Physical 

Geography 

1 hr 30 mins, 60 

marks 

50% if AS Level 25% 

if A Level 

Year 12 (possible resit in 

year 13)  

Paper 2: Human 

Geography 

1 hr 30 mins, 60 

marks 

50% if AS Level 25% 

if A Level 

Year 12 (possible resit in 

year 13)  

Paper 3: Advanced 

Physical Geography 

1 hr 30 mins, 60 

marks 

25% if A Level Year 13  

Paper 1: Physical 

Geography 

1 hr 30 mins, 60 

marks 

25% if A Level Year 13 

 

Fieldwork 

Fieldwork is a integral part of the course. Students will take part in a residential 

trip that builds on techniques developed at (I)GCSE and draws together ideas 

explored in the classroom. The planned residential trip will be a 4-day trip to the 

Izu Peninsula and will cost approximately Yen 70,000. Final confirmation on the 

location and price will take place in September 2018. 

  2016 trip 

Career Opportunities & Progression: 

Beyond A Level, Geography is advantageous for entry into many courses at 

university: the 16-19 syllabus is particularly popular with admission tutors in 

higher education. Careers followed by Geographers include commerce, banking, 

teaching, conservation and land recreation management. The sheer diversity of 

skills acquired by geographers (oral, graphic, IT, group/individual, fieldwork etc.) 

is highly respected by employers.  

 



 

History (AQA) 

It is only through a study of History that we can fully understand the world we 

live in today. The political, cultural and social upheavals that dominate our 

headlines are simply a product of the events that came before them. Studying 

History enables us to understand the trends that have shaped the society we live 

in and the potential trajectory of our future.  

The search for the truth exposes the historian to a plethora of opinions and 

interpretations, many of which need thorough interrogation to establish their 

legitimacy. Reaching judgements based on evidence is a crucial skill that every 

good historian is committed to develop. History is ultimately an endlessly 

fascinating subject with infinite possibilities and perspectives. As Marcus Garvey 

remarked, ‘a people without knowledge of their past history is like a tree without 

roots.’  

What skills will you learn?  

History helps students develop a number of skills including:  

- How to critically analyse interpretations and primary evidence. 

- How to formulate balanced arguments and reach well-supported 

judgements. 

- How to analyse change and continuity over time. 

- How to effectively research and assemble information. 

- How to effectively judge the significance of people and events. 

 
Course outline 

The focus of the course is to study significant individuals, events, developments 

and issues within their historical context. Over the two years, you will study 

three components:  

- Component 1 is a Breadth Study evaluating change and continuity over  

at least 100 years and how these changes have been interpreted by 

historians (The British Empire). 

 

- Component 2 is a Depth Study looking in detail at the nature of change 

and associated primary evidence (The Cold War). 

 

- Component 3 (Year 13 only) is an historical investigation (coursework 

essay) where you will select and research a period of more than 100 years 

and write a 3,500 essay in response to a question you have chosen. 
Assessment 

AS level 

 

Component 1: Breadth study 



 

Topic covered: The British Empire, c 1857-1914  

- Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

- Two questions (one compulsory)  

- 50 marks 

- 50% of AS 

Component 2: Depth study 

Topic covered: The Cold War, 1945-1963 

- Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 

- Two questions (one compulsory)  

- 50 marks 

- 50% of AS 

 

A Level  

 

Component 1: Breadth Study 

Topic covered: The British Empire, c 1857-1967 

- Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

- Three questions (one compulsory)  

- 80 marks 

- 40% of A level 

Component 2: Depth Study 

Topic covered: The Cold War, 1945-1991 

- Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

- Three questions (one compulsory)  

- 80 marks 

- 40% of A level 

Component 3: Historical Investigation  

- 3,000-3,500 words coursework piece 

- 40 marks 

- 20% of A level 

 
Career opportunities and progression  

An A Level in History gives you the knowledge and skills necessary for 

university life which are applicable to a wide variety of careers. History is 

recognised by universities for its academic rigour. Students who specialise in 

History develop many higher order thinking skills, including the ability to 

evaluate and analyse information, carry out independent research and to present 

an argument in a clear, coherent and structured way.   

The skills acquired in A Level History complement the study of a wide range of 

other academic courses and will help prepare you for successful careers in, 

amongst other things, law, media, politics, marketing, accountancy, business, 

journalism, research, teaching and heritage work.  

 

 



 

Japanese (Edexcel - A2 only 1 year route) 

A2 Japanese (Outgoing specification) is the second year of the unreformed A 

Level course. The last examination will be in June 2019 with the possibility of a 

resit in 2020 (this course will not be taught beyond 2019). This course is 

available only to those students who achieved AS level in Year 11 and require 

just one year to complete the A Level course. 

 
What skills will you learn? 

As well as developing enhanced literacy skills in the language, the study of 

Japanese develops many transferable skills which are highly valued by 

universities and future employers.  These include: 

● communication and interpersonal skills 

● cultural sensitivity and understanding 

● summarising spoken and written arguments 

● logical thinking 

● memory skills, application and perseverance 

 

Main points to consider: 

● The exam is a reading and writing exam only. There is one exam of three 

hours involving these two skills, with a variety of reading comprehension 

tasks, English to Japanese translation tasks, and essay writing where you 

have to give a sustained justification for your opinions on set texts or on 

Japanese modern life or history. 

● The course is built around the continued acquisition and use of kanji, as 

well as a higher level of language and vocabulary. The syllabus contains 

600 kanji. 

● The course covers a variety of different content including gender equality, 

business and industry and analysis of contemporary social issues. We 

also look at units on culture and environment, the seasons and the 

geography of different areas of Japan. Students are required to respond to 

different stimuli and express their own opinions. 

 

 

The course is built around the following texts:  

注文の多い料理店、宮沢賢治 Chuumon no ooi ryoriten - Miyazawa Kenji 

鼻 芥川龍之介 Hana - Akutagawa Ryunosuke 

デューク 江國香織  Duke - Eguni Kaori 

ショート、ショート 星真一 Short, Short - Hoshi Shinichi 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Japanese (Edexcel - A Level 2 year route) 
 
A level Japanese (reformed specification), now called the Edexcel Level 3 

Advanced GCE Japanese course will be taught from September 2018 with the 

first Examination in June 2020. This is a 2 year course with no formal 

examination in 2019. This replaces all previous Edexcel A Level examinations. 

Students do not need to have studied GCSE Japanese to follow this course, 

although this is desirable. 

 
What skills will you learn? 

As well as developing fluency in the language, the study of Japanese develops 

many transferable skills which are highly valued by universities and future 

employers.  These include: 

● communication and interpersonal skills 

● cultural sensitivity and understanding 

● summarising spoken and written arguments 

● logical thinking 

● memory skills, application and perseverance 

 
Course Outline 

The new Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Japanese (listening, reading and 

writing) has been developed to inspire all students to have an appreciation of the 

language, literature, film and culture of Japan. It will enable students to develop 

advanced level knowledge and understanding of the Japanese language, the 

culture of Japan, as well as practical and valuable language and transferable 

study skills. This specification will help to prepare students for higher education 

and enhance their employability profile. 

 

The  qualification features familiar and popular themes, as well as some new 

content that provides clear links to some of the most fundamental and 

interesting aspects of the culture of Japan. Popular literary texts and films – 

offering a choice of literary texts and films that includes contemporary and more 

classic titles. The assessments place an emphasis on communication and 

grammar, as well as providing plenty of opportunities for students to apply their 

knowledge independently and creatively. The  qualification has a 

straightforward structure with four engaging themes: 

 

変わっていく若者の生活 (How young people’s lives are changing) 

 

変わっていく文化 (How culture is changing ) 

  

変わっていく人 生観  ( How people’s outlook on life is changing) 

  

東日本大震災後の日本  ( Japan after the East Japan disaster of 2011) 

 

The four themes are studied alongside two works (either two literary texts or one 

literary text and one film) and are assessed through three externally-examined 



 

papers.  

The set texts are most likely to be: 

キッチン、吉本ばなな、1998 (novel) Kitchen - Banana Yoshimoto 

千と千尋の神隠し、宮崎駿監督 2001 (film) Spirited Away directed by Hayao 

Miyazaki 

 

Content and assessment overview 

The  Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Japanese (listening, reading and writing) 

consists of three externally-examined papers that assess listening, reading and 

writing skills. These assessments will be set and marked by Edexcel.  

Students must complete all assessments in May/June in a single year. 

 

Paper 1: Translation into English, reading comprehension and writing 

(research question)  

Paper 2: Translation into Japanese and written response to works  

Paper 3: Listening, reading and writing 

  
 
Career opportunities and progression  

Linguists are in demand in a wide range of professions and language 

qualifications are highly valued by universities.  These range from specialist 

language jobs such as interpreting and translating to jobs where language 

and cultural skills are a huge advantage such as exporting and sales, 

international business, working for multinational companies, government and 

diplomacy.  If you can offer more than one language to a future employer, you 

have an instant advantage over monolingual competitors. 
  



 

Mathematics (Edexcel) 

 
Suggested Entry Profile 

(I)GCSE Mathematics grade A*- A is highly recommended to meet the demands 

of this course.  
 
Course Outline 

Mathematics at A Level is a challenging and interesting course. It builds on 

work you will have met at (I)GCSE, with an emphasis on constructing 

mathematical arguments and logical deduction through the rigorous use of 

mathematical language and notation. You will be required to recognise and 

understand the structure of a mathematical problem, extract information from 

diagrams and construct appropriate mathematical models to solve problems, 

evaluating the accuracy or limitations of your solutions. You will learn to apply 

your skills to solve mathematical, statistical and mechanical problems in the real 

world. Also how to use calculator technology and other resources effectively and 

appropriately, understanding their limitations. A Level Mathematics is a 

challenging and exciting  course that will open many doors for you in the future.  
 
AS Mathematics 

Component 1: Pure Mathematics  

62.5% of the course assessed by a 2 hour paper. 

Areas of Mathematics studied: Proof, algebra and functions, coordinate geometry 

in the (x, y) plane, sequences and series, trigonometry, exponentials and 

logarithms, differentiation, integration, vectors.  

 

Component 2: Statistics and mechanics 

37.5% of the course assessed by a 1 hour 15 minute paper. 

Areas of Mathematics studied: Statistical sampling, data presentation and 

interpretation, probability, statistical distributions, statistical hypothesis 

testing, quantities and units in mechanics, kinematics, forces and Newton’s laws 

 
A Level Mathematics 

Component 1:  Pure Mathematics 

⅔ of the course assessed by two 2 hour papers.  

Areas of Mathematics studied: Same as AS level but topics will be studied much 

more in depth and to a higher level.  

 

Component 2: Statistics and Mechanics 

⅓ of the course assessed by one 2 hour paper.  

Areas of Mathematics studied: Same as AS level but topics will be studied much 

more in depth and to a higher level.  

 

 

 

 
 



 

Career Opportunities/Progression  

An AS in Mathematics is very valuable as a supporting subject to many courses 

at A Level and degree level, especially in the sciences and geography, psychology, 

sociology and medical courses. A Level Mathematics is a qualification for entry to 

a wide variety of courses in higher education. There are also many areas of 

employment that see a Mathematics A Level as an important qualification and it  

is often a requirement for the vocational qualifications related to these areas. 

Higher Education courses or careers for which A Level Mathematics is 

particularly relevant include economics, medicine, architecture, engineering, 

accountancy, teaching, business, banking, air traffic control, retail management, 

surveying, cartography, psychology, physics, computing and ICT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Further Mathematics (Edexcel) 
 
Suggested Entry Profile 

(I)GCSE Maths grade A*/A (A* preferred) 

 
Course outline 

Further Mathematics is particularly popular with students going on to study 

Mathematics, Physics, Medicine, Engineering and the sciences. A few 

universities are now specifying it as a requirement to access degree courses in 

Mathematics, Physics and Engineering. 

 

Further Mathematics must be studied alongside Mathematics as two distinct 

qualifications. Our students achieve outstanding results in A Level Further 

Mathematics.  

 
Course content 

Techniques for rigorous modelling and consideration of limitations are 

introduced. A wide range of methods for gaining and improving approximate 

answers are covered. Students are introduced to the imaginary number system, 

which uses the square roots of negative numbers and is essential for a good 

understanding of the world of particles. Students extend their knowledge of 

matrix algebra with its uses in programming and spatial reasoning, as well as 

special and general relativity. Differential equations, useful for modelling many 

situations in nature, science, and finance are also covered. 

 

Students also have the opportunity to study applied modules, within the areas of 

mechanics, statistics or decision mathematics. Through the study of these 

modules, the student will have the opportunity to see in much greater depth or 

breadth the uses of mathematics in the real world and in modelling these 

situations. Further Mathematics is a highly challenging but very rewarding A 

Level. 

 
AS Further Mathematics  

Component 1: Further Pure Mathematics 1 

50% of the course assessed by a 1 hour 40 min paper. 

Areas of Mathematics studied: Proof, Complex numbers, Matrices, Further 

algebra and functions, Further calculus, Further vectors. 

 

Component 2: Further Mathematics Options 

50% of the course assessed by a 1 hour 40 min paper. 

Students study a combination of two of the following.  Further Pure Mathematics 

2, Further Pure Mathematics 3, Further Statistics, Further Mechanics and 

Decision Maths. 

 

 

 

 



 

A Level Mathematics 

Component 1:  Further Pure Mathematics 

50% of the course assessed by two 1 hour 30 min papers.  

Areas of Mathematics studied: Proof, Complex numbers, Matrices, Further 

algebra and functions, Further calculus, Further vectors, Polar coordinates, 

Hyperbolic functions, Differential equations. 

 

Component 2: Further Mathematics Option 1 

25% of the course assessed by one 1 hour 30 min paper.  

Students choose one of: Further Pure Mathematics 3, Further Statistics 1, 

Further Mechanics 1, Decision Mathematics 1. 

 

Component 3: Further Mathematics Option 2 

25% of the course assessed by one 1 hour 30 min paper.  

Students choose one of: Further Statistics 1, Further Mechanics 1, Decision 

Mathematics 1, Further Pure Mathematics 4, Further Statistics 2, Further 

Mechanics 2, Decision Mathematics 2 

 
Career Opportunities/Progression  

Mathematics provides a remarkable tool for describing and understanding our 

reality. It is of vital importance in the sciences, social sciences and financial 

world. Pure Mathematics lends heavily to philosophy, whilst providing 

techniques for all applied theories. Calculus allows us to predict rates of change 

in many circumstances and thereby predict problems of the future. Statistics 

helps us to understand circumstances as diverse as variation in biology and the 

stock market. Mechanics enables us to build skyscrapers, bridges and ever more 

advanced transportation. Decision Mathematics introduces the techniques that 

allow for optimal efficiency and excellent planning in a wide variety of contexts 

and situations, providing excellent management and leadership skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Music (Edexcel) 

Suggested Entry Profile 

A grade in (I)GCSE Music.  

Course Outline 

A Level Music 

Component Overview Assessment 

1 - Performing 

30% NEA* 

Total performance time of 8 minutes 

Performance can be solo and/or 

ensemble 

Total of 60 marks 

(12 marks available for 

difficulty of pieces) 

2 - Composing 

30% NEA* 

2 compositions 

1 free or free choice brief - min 4 mins 

1 brief assessing technique - min 1 min 

Together total min of 6 minutes 

2 pieces 

40 marks 

20 marks 

Total of 60 marks 

3 - Appraising 

40% Exam 

6 Areas of Study with 3 set works in 

each 

● Vocal Music 

● Instrumental Music 

● Music for Film 

● Popular Music and Jazz 

● Fusions 

● New Directions 

Exam 2 hours 

Total 100 marks 

 

AS level Music 

Component Overview Assessment 

1 - Performing  

30% NEA* 

Total performance time of 6 minutes 

Performance can be solo and/or 

ensemble 

Total of 60 marks 

(12 marks available for 

difficulty of pieces) 

2 - Composing 

30% NEA* 

2 compositions 

1 set to brief - min 2 minutes 

1 free or to set brief - min 2 minutes 

Together total min of 4 ½ minutes 

2 pieces 30 marks each 

 

Total of 60 marks 

3 - Appraising 

40% Exam 

6 Areas of Study with 2 set works in 

each 

● Vocal Music 

● Instrumental Music 

● Music for Film 

Exam 1 hour 30 mins 

 

Total 80 marks 



 

● Popular Music and Jazz 

● Fusions 

● New Directions 

  

(* NEA - non-examined assessments) 

 

Career Opportunities/Progression 

A Level Music is a prerequisite for those wishing to study at top tier universities 

and Music conservatories, be it for a degree in performing, composing or a more 

academic degree at Oxbridge, Edinburgh or Durham.  Careers followed by Music 

degree holders include music production, film and television composition, 

theatre, acting, artist management, teaching and playing in an orchestra among 

a wide range of other careers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Photography (Edexcel) 

Suggested Entry Profile 

Minimum of a B grade in (I)GCSE Photography or Fine Art. It is important for 

the student to have an interest in the visual arts.  In an age when we all take 

photographs, the A Level allows students to reflect on the practice of 

photography and refine their skills as image-makers. 

If you choose to study Photography, you’ll have considerable scope in choosing 

and pursuing projects. The course aims to develop understanding of a wide range 

of photographic approaches. 

Why choose A level Photography? 

Photography has been used by practitioners to record, document and present 

examples of everyday life, in ordinary and extraordinary circumstances. It has 

also been used as the vehicle for artistic expression, communicating personal 

ideas about the world around us. It is used to convey personal identity more 

widely than any other art form, is applied in the creative process across art, craft 

and design and is widely used in social, commercial and scientific contexts. The 

development of affordable lens-based technology has changed the way that both 

professionals and the public use photography. 

 
Your key learning topics 
 

Disciplines within photography 

For the purposes of this qualification, Photography is sub-divided into the 

following three disciplines: 

● film-based photography 

● digital photography 

● film and video. 

 

Students will be required to work in one or more of the disciplines to 

communicate their ideas. By working across disciplines, they will extend their 

understanding of the scope of photography; by focusing on one discipline, they 

will gain a deeper understanding of specific processes within photography. 
 
What skills will I learn? 
 

Drawing and other material processes: 

The word photography could be taken to mean ‘a graphic representation with 

light’. In this way a photograph can take on the qualities of a drawing. In the 

context of this endorsed title, drawing forms an essential element of both 

development and final product. A camera can record the observed world but is 

not able on its own to explore ideas. Students must reflect on, refine and apply 

the observations they make with a camera, and determine which tools or 

techniques are most appropriate in their exploration of ideas. Drawing methods 

such as pen or pencil on paper may enhance their development and 



 

understanding of photographic ideas, for example to plan shots, analyse and 

deconstruct their own imagery, or record ways in which practitioners have used 

formal elements and visual language. Students should use a variety of tools and 

materials, as appropriate, for recording their surroundings and source materials. 

 

Photography includes works in film, video, digital imaging and light-sensitive 

materials. Sometimes specific techniques and processes are used to convey 

messages and create works related to other disciplines, such as web-based 

animations, photographic images in printed journals, and light projections 

within theatrical or architectural spaces. 

 

Many practitioners define their image before it has even been taken by scouting 

locations and by planning a shot around specific weather conditions or time of 

day, using filters, studio lighting, reflectors, soft boxes, props, makeup, or 

backgrounds to control each element within the frame. Students should consider 

the application and implications of new and emerging technologies that can be 

used in conjunction with traditional and digital photography materials. 
 

Will it fit into my life? 

You will develop skills in creative and practical problem solving, developing 

ideas through research, practical application, analysis and critique and gain 

better organisation. These transferable skills gained through the study of 

Photography are, in general, of wide applicability. Photography could lead to 

academic or vocational degrees relating to art careers, advertising, commercial 

work, fashion photography, film, food, portraiture and wedding photography, 

sports and travel, press photography, photojournalism, fine art, editing, forensic 

science, curating and image library. 

Assessment 

The tables below provide a brief overview of the AS and A Level specifications. 

The A Level is comprised of two components – coursework (known as the 

Personal Investigation) and the Externally Set Assignment. 

 
The AS is comprised of two components – coursework (known as the Personal 

Investigation) and Externally Set Assignment. 

 

 
Period of sustained focus: 

The period of sustained focus (essentially an exam) for A Level is 15 hours, and 

for AS level it is 10 hours.   



 

Physical Education (AQA) 

Why Choose A Level Physical Education? 

Sport, leisure and the Sport Sciences are exciting industries that continue to 

grow each year. There are increasingly more opportunities available to young 

people that have a passion for sport and health.  In society today there is a big 

push on health and fitness and the careers within sport and leisure are endless.  

If you genuinely have an interest in sport, both theoretically and practically, 

then an A Level in PE can lead to many interesting avenues and possibilities. 

Students opting for PE should: 

● Be committed to sport both in and outside of lessons and be prepared to 

commit to developing and improving their performance. 

● Be prepared to commit to working with sports teams within the school 

during training sessions and matches and being a role model within the 

school and representation of PE and sport. 

● Be prepared to enhance their knowledge and increase their understanding 

of the factors that affect performance and participation 

● Evaluate and discuss current developments in sport such as the impact of 

new technology, sport-specific rehabilitation and use of ergogenic aids. 

 
AS level 

At AS level, students will study three main theory topics, as well as complete a 

piece of written coursework and a practical assessment. 

Theory Topics: Factors affecting participation in physical activity and 

sport: 

● Applied Anatomy and Physiology 

● Skill Acquisition 

● Sport in Society  

Practical Assessment: (worth 20% of the final mark) 

This involves performance in one sport in the fully recognised competitive 

context of that sport. The practical assessment focuses on the core skills: 

attacking, defending and tactics and strategies. 

Coursework: (worth 10% of the final mark) 

This includes the observation and analysis of an attacking weakness, along with 

providing corrective measures to improve performance.  

AS Examination: (worth 70% of the final mark) 

1 two hour written exam covering all three theory topics.   

 

 



 

A Level  

Students will study a further 3 theory units at A Level: 

● Exercise physiology and biomechanical principles 

● Sport psychology 

● Sport in society and technology in sport 

This continues with the theme of optimising the performance of the athlete. 

Delving further into the physiological, psychological, biomechanical and social 

influences of sport and participation. 

Practical Assessment: (worth 20% of the final mark) 

This involves performance in one sport in the fully recognised competitive 

context of that sport. The practical assessment focuses on the core skills: 

attacking, defending and tactics and strategies. 

Internal assessment and external moderation in the performance of one sport in 

one sport at A level. Please note your chosen sport must be from the list of 

practical activities outlined by AQA.  

 

Coursework: (worth 10% of the final mark) 

This includes the observation and analysis of a tactical and defensive weakness, 

along with providing suitable corrective measures.  

Examination: (worth 70% of the final mark) 

1 two hour written exam covering all three theory topics studied in Year 12. 

1 two hour written exam covering all three theory topics studied in Year 13. 

 

Each section will contain multiple choice, short answer and extended writing 

questions.  

 
Where will success take me? 

Sports Scientist, Coach, Physiotherapist, Biomechanist, Psychologist, Sports 

Technician, Nutritionist, Education, the Services, Medicine. The list is endless... 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Physics (AQA) 

Suggested Entry Profile 

Grade A in (I)GCSE Physics or A* in (I)GCSE Coordinated Science in addition to 

(I)GCSE Mathematics grade B. 

Why choose A Level Physics? 

Physics has its origins in the irrepressible human desire to explore and 

understand the natural world. It explores questions like how did the universe 

start? How will it end? What is a black hole? Is time travel possible? If you have 

an enquiring mind and are always asking why things happen, then Physics will 

help you find the answers. It forms the basis of most modern technologies and 

holds the future to global well-being. 

 
AS outline  

At AS, the new AQA specification introduces new topics as well as building on 

previous studies in Physics (I)GCSE. The AS theory units provide alternative 

starting points for the AS course: 

● Measurements and their errors 

● Particles and radiation 

● Waves 

● Mechanics and materials 

● Electricity 
A Level outline 

At A Level, the specification includes all those topics studied at AS level, plus: 

● Further mechanics and thermal physics 

● Fields and their consequences 

● Nuclear physics 

● Astrophysics (Intended optional unit choice) 

Note that practical skills are now assessed continually throughout the course 

and as part of the written examinations. 

 
Where will success take me? 

 

Career opportunities for physicists are excellent. About one third of all physicists 

work in the public sector, one third in industry and one third in secondary or 

higher Education. Some physicists work on problems at the frontier of 

knowledge; others tackle the challenging problems which arise in the application 

of physical ideas to industrial and engineering problems. Physics graduates also 

find themselves employed in occupations such as Medicine, Computing and 

Finance.  

Physics and Biology make a useful combination for students interested in careers 

in Medicine or Sports Science. 



 

Will it fit into my life? 

 

To study one of the many Physics or Engineering based courses at degree level 

you will require both Physics and Mathematics A Levels. There is no escaping 

the fact that these two subjects are inextricably linked. Although it is not 

necessary to study Mathematics to take A Level Physics, it is necessary to have a 

sound grasp of algebra and trigonometry for the AS level and basic calculus and 

exponential/logarithmic functions for A Level; therefore A level Mathematics is 

highly recommended. 

 
Assessment 

 

AS level 

 

Paper 1: (70 Marks) 1 hour 30 minutes 

50% of the total AS marks 

Exam covers all topics in AS and consists of short and long answer questions 

 

Paper 2: (70 marks) 1 hour 30 minutes 

50% of the total AS marks 

Section A: 20 marks of short and long answer questions on practical skills 

Section B: 20 marks of short and long answer questions on all AS topics 

Section C: 30 marks of multiple choice questions 

 

A Level: 

A2 Examination 

Paper 1: (85 marks) 2hrs 

34% of the total A Level marks 

60 marks of short and long answer questions covering the AS topics 

25 marks of multiple choice questions covering AS topics 

 

Paper 2: (85 marks) 2hrs 

34% of the total A Level marks 

60 marks of short and long answer questions covering the first 3 units of A2 

25 multiple choice questions covering the first 3 units of A2 

 

Paper 3:  (80 marks) 2hrs 

32% of A Level marks 

45 marks of short and long answer questions on practical experiments and data 

analysis 

35 marks of short and long answers on the Optional Unit (Astrophysics 

currently) 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Psychology (AQA) 
 
Why choose Psychology? 

The mind is something intangible that exists within our brain. An unseen 

process of enzymes, chemicals and electric current moving within the structure 

of our neural networks dictates why we feel, think and behave the way we do. 

But why is it that some people suffer from stress and mental illness? Why do 

some people fear snakes yet a few think they are cuddly? Psychology looks at 

questions like these in the study of the human mind and behaviour. It is a 

science with cutting-edge research that has real-world applications to issues in 

everyday life, ranging from things like artificial intelligence to social change.  

Psychologists observe and measure behaviour and their therapies are based on 

scientific study. Psychology has links with many disciplines including biological, 

computer and forensic science as well as humanities such as Sociology, 

Philosophy, Anthropology and even English Literature. It involves study of 

theory, empirical evidence and practical applications.  

 
Your key learning topics 

AS compulsory content:   social influence, memory, attachment, approaches in 

psychology, psychopathology and research methods.  

A Level compulsory content: social influence, memory, attachment, 

psychopathology, approaches in psychology, biopsychology, research methods, 

issues and debates in psychology. 

A Level Optional content:  one from - relationships, gender, cognition and 

development; one from- schizophrenia, eating behaviour, stress; one from- 

aggression, forensic psychology, addiction. 

The new A Level has a greater emphasis on mathematical skills, where at least 

10% of all exams test these directly.  With this in mind it is important students 

who take this subject are secure at the (I)GCSE level of Mathematics. 

 
What skills will I learn? 

This course will teach you how to view the world around you from different 

perspectives; how to plan and conduct scientific investigations; how to analyse 

and interpret data; critical reasoning skills; how to explain your views fluently. 

 
Where will success take me? 

Psychology can help your career either directly or indirectly. If you wish to 

become a psychologist, therapist or mental health worker, it is of direct value! 

 
Will it fit into my life? 

Students who take Psychology need a combination of curiosity and scepticism 

and need to enjoy research. Psychology students often also study Sociology, 

Health & Social Care, Biology, English and Sports Studies. But students who 

want a career in any of the caring services, or in marketing or business, will find 

an understanding of Psychology useful. 

  



 

Assessment at AS  

 

Assessment at A Level

 

 



 

Spanish (AQA) 
 
Suggested Entry Profile 

Grade B in (I)GCSE Spanish 

Why Choose Spanish A Level? 

A Level Spanish expands students’ knowledge and appreciation of Spanish 

language and culture and understanding of the Hispanic world.  The course 

seeks to develop the four skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking to 

enable students to think, speak and write flexibly in Spanish.  The first year of 

the A Level and the AS level course cover the same content, allowing students 

the flexibility to sit an exam at the end of Year 12.  The A Level exam will 

examine content from both years, but will be in greater depth.   

  
 
What skills will you learn? 

As well as developing fluency in the language, the study of Spanish develops 

many transferable skills which are highly valued by universities and future 

employers.  These include: 

● communication and interpersonal skills 

● cultural sensitivity and understanding 

● summarising spoken and written arguments 

● logical thinking 

● memory skills, application and perseverance 
 
Course content 

This specification is designed to encourage candidates to: 

● develop the knowledge and skills acquired at (I)GCSE level and use the 

language learned in a wide range of contexts  

● gain a useful insight into another culture and reflect on aspects of 

contemporary society  

● enhance their employment prospects, facilitate foreign travel and 

experience the enjoyment and motivation of improving their linguistic 

level.  
AS and A Level Year 1 Outline 

● Aspects of Hispanic society: Modern and traditional values; 

Cyberspace; Equal rights 

● Artistic culture in the Hispanic world: Modern Day idols; Spanish 

regional identity; Cultural heritage and cultural landscape 

● Study of a novel or film from a prescribed list of set texts: 

currently “El laberinto del fauno” directed by Guillermo del Toro 

 

 

 

 

 

The AS specification has 3 papers for those sitting the exam: 



 

● Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing  

● Paper 2: Translation and Essay Writing 

● Paper 3: Speaking Test 

 
A Level Year 2 Outline 

● Multiculturalism in Hispanic society: Immigration; Racism; 

Integration 

● Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world:: Today’s youth, 

tomorrow’s citizens; Monarchies, republics and dictatorships; Popular 

movements 

● Study of a novel or film from a prescribed list of set texts: 

currently “Como Agua Para Chocolate” by Laura Esquivel and also 

“Ocho Apellidos Vascos” directed by Emilio Martinez-Lázaro 

● Individual Project: the study of an aspect of Hispanic society which 

is of interest to the student.  This will be examined by way of the 

speaking exam. 

 

The A Level specification has 3 papers: 

● Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation 

● Paper 2: Essay Writing  

● Paper 3: Speaking Test  

 
Career Opportunities & Progression 

Linguists are in demand in a wide range of professions and language 

qualifications are highly valued by universities.  These range from specialist 

language jobs such as interpreting and translating to jobs where language 

and cultural skills are a huge advantage such as exporting and sales, 

international business, working for multinational companies, government and 

diplomacy.  If you can offer more than one language to a future employer, you 

have an instant advantage over monolingual competitors. 

  



 

Core Course: Wellbeing 

 
At BST, all students in Years 7 to 13 participate in Wellbeing.  It is a non-

examined course that emphasises the importance of understanding who we are, 

what our core beliefs and values are; and how we can respond to the challenges 

met in our lives in a mindful and purposeful way.   

 

There is a significant and growing body of evidence that clearly demonstrates the 

value of helping young people develop self-awareness and reflective practice as 

part of their daily lives.  The benefits of this are far reaching and potentially 

transformational as students develop the language of growth and also their 

understanding of themselves as being pivotal to the process. 

 

The course uses discussion, role play, journaling, meditation and mindfulness 

practices to develop students’ resilience and independence.  As opposed to the 

traditional ‘disaster response’ model of PSHE/C, in Well-Being we aim to help 

students develop a toolkit of skills and self-knowledge to build their grit and 

resilience throughout their academic and further lives.   

 

The role of the teacher is more that of facilitator, as the experiences, beliefs and 

skills of the students are the main drive behind how the process develops. 

 

These are life skills that build resilience and independence. The impact on 

learning of developing reflective practices and acquiring tools to manage our 

daily lives is significant. 

 

In Well-Being there is no formal assessment as the process students are 

engaging in is meant to be reflective and driven by understanding ourselves, our 

character and our values.   

 

Through once a week meetings, students explore a range of virtues and issues 

including stress and resilience, mastery of the self, the virtues of gratitude, 

justice and ethical consumption; compassion, truthfulness and good speech. 

 

There is an emphasis on journaling as part of the active model we employ in 

Well-Being, where it is insufficient to simply discuss these concepts; rather we 

encourage students to try out new ways of being and thinking, and reflect on the 

impact good or otherwise on their daily lives. 
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