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Introduction
Our vertical tutor system at BST means that many of our students have developed a good 
understanding of the various processes involved in applying to university by the time 
they reach Year 11. We have produced this booklet in order that we might consolidate and 
enhance that knowledge. We hope it will also be a resource for new students to our 
Sixth-Form (Year 12 and 13) and for parents who often have questions about the process 
and the timelines involved.

UK universities remain the most popular choice for students at BST, and so we have 
provided a little more detail on the UCAS process (University and College Admissions 
System), but you will also find information on applying to the US, Europe, Canada, Australia 
and Japan in this booklet. 

As an international school, we are experienced in supporting students applying to different 
countries and indeed encourage this. However, it is important to acknowledge at the outset 
that good applications are based on careful research and well-composed statements and 
essays. Given this, we try to help students to identify the very best options for them, so that 
their time in Year 13 is focused on their learning rather than compromised by dozens of 
different applications.

We hope that this booklet will answer many of your questions and provide an outline of the 
programme we run, but please do get in touch if you have specific questions. We’re always 
happy to help students and their parents navigate their way through this exciting and 
important stage. 

Best Wishes,

              Nora Yamada                               Ryoko Honda                                   Chris Warburton

                                                                               

       Head of Sixth-Form                   Examinations Officer &                          Higher Education &                                                   
                                                  Japanese University Specialist                                  Careers Officer
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UCAS: How to Apply
The UCAS website has lots of information about how to make a start on your application, 
and as with the personal statement, the process starts long before year 13. Once you’ve 
settled on a course, however, there is a process which we will guide you through.

Firstly, you start by looking at course details, rather than the institution. While Chemistry 
at one university might be very commercially focussed with the option of a year in industry, 
at another equally highly ranked university it might be very theoretical. English at the 
University of Birmingham, for example, offers unique opportunities to study Shakespeare, 
with close ties to Shakespeare’s birthplace, Stratford upon Avon; while English at Oxford 
University offers almost unparalleled opportunities to study Old English. 

The key thing is to focus on the contents of the course first, and let that drive your search. 
Look carefully at the options available to you for study in your second and third year and 
check the research profiles of the academic staff: look for expertise in the area in which you 
are most interested. Since British university degrees are more narrowly focused and intense, 
it’s important to make sure that you’re on the right course, as there is less flexibility to 
choose a range of minors as you might do in the US or Europe.

Once you have drawn up a list of perhaps seven or eight courses which you like, and you 
have consulted subject specialists and your tutor or Head of Sixth-Form to ensure they’re 
good choices for you, the next step is your strategy. By this we mean ensuring that you have 
a wide selection of options which cover every (or nearly every) eventuality on results day. 
You are able to make five choices on the UCAS form.

Ideally, you should have an aspirational institution which is just at the edge of your reach. 
For example, if you’re predicted AAB, your aspirational choice(s) might be AAA. Students 
with excellent personal statements and references do often get offers from institutions 
even where their predicted grades are just a little lower than the advertised requirements. 
A wise applicant would then select a couple of universities which have entry requirements 
matching their predicted grades, and perhaps one university which is a ‘safety’ or a ‘reserve’ 
choice. In the case of the candidate above, their reserve choice institution might require ABC, 
giving them a two-grade margin, just in case their grades turn out to be significantly lower 
than expected. 

Once the choices are made, the personal statement should be redrafted, double checked and 
uploaded. The personal statement is your chance, as a candidate, to persuade the university 
that you’re a passionate and energetic person who’s going to suceed at your chosen course 
of study. For UCAS and Common App there are very clear limits to characters and specific 
elements which must be included. You’ll be attending several sessions including your Year 
13 residential where you learn in detail about the personal statement, be it for the UK, 
Europe, Australia or the US.

At this point the personal statement will be given a final proof-reading by The Head of 
Sixth-Form and if there are any errors they will be noted and the document returned to the 
student for final editing. By now, students will have entered their personal information such 
as address and nationality and their educational achievements so far. They will also need 
to pay a modest fee by completing the ‘pay and send’ section. Although the phrase ‘pay and 
send’ may seem very final, it is not. Completing this section merely takes your application 
one step closer to being finished. Nothing is submitted until the Head of Sixth-Form and 
the Deputy Head have very carefully checked every section. You’ll be either asked to redraft, 
correct and re-enter many details in the course of the process.
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UCAS: How to Apply UCAS: How to Apply
Once the form has been submitted, offers may start to arrive almost immediately, and this is 
of course enormously motivating for students working hard to meet the multiple deadlines 
that Year 13 inevitably presents. Once the offers (and occasionally the rejections) have been 
received, students have plenty of time to consider the best way forward before selecting 
their final two: their ‘firm’, and their ‘insurance’ selections in early summer. Students may 
make their selections earlier as long as they have discussed their choices with the Head of 
Sixth-Form.

UCAS is connected to the examinations boards in the UK and so for students who are 
applying only to the UK, the process on Results Day (see page 20-21) is fairly simple. UCAS 
will update you as universities accept or decline your place depending on the results 
which you have achieved. At this point, students who have done much better than they 
anticipated can try to ‘upgrade’ their application by using a system called Adjustment. For 
more information see this section on the website: https://www.ucas.com/?tile=tile-241. 
Alternatively, they can use Clearing https://www.ucas.com/?tile=tile-286 if they have not 
met the conditions of even their insurance offer.

Of course, senior staff and subject specialists are here to help on Results Day and will 
support students and their families in making the best decisions. 

Carolina and Rayna, studying at UCL (graduated from BST in 2016)
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There’s an increasingly global trend in university applications and BST is no different. While 
we offer excellent expertise in UK applications, we encourage students to apply to the region 
or the system that suits them best and making good decisions requires an investment of 
research and time on the part of the students and their families.

Certain regions offer different sorts of academic, sporting and employment opportunities. 
England and Wales are often seen as great options for students who are sure about their 
field of specialisation. Students can complete their degree in just three years and generally 
focus on one subject from year one to year three - a route for which A levels are the perfect 
preparation. Scotland, with its four year programmes offer a little more flexibility and room 
for developing more diverse interests. 

Most of the rest of the world follows this broader based model with programmes lasting at 
least four years. The US offers students the chance to take a number of different courses 
in the first and second years before they specialise in their final two years. Many European 
universities offer the opportunity to learn a language - often the local language - while 
undertaking undergraduate studies in English. Careful research is the order of the day.

Living costs are a major consideration too, and one which makes London an even more 
expensive option. It’s important to calculate accommodation and travel expenses when 
making decisions about where to apply as these sums can be as much as a year’s tuition or 
more.

It’s also important to consider the sort of environment in which you think you will enjoy 
living. After years in Tokyo, some of our students long for a windswept campus in a 
beautiful, even remote setting like St Andrews in Scotland, currently popular with BST 
students. On the other hand, the campus arrangement for students at universities like 
Warwick and Birmingham where every amenity is a short walk away is attractive for 
students who want to focus their time on study, or sports, or student journalism or whatever 
it is that you’re looking forward to at university.

It is interesting to note that some British universities may offer more favourable admission 
requirements depending on campus or college locations. The University of Exeter, for 
example, sometimes makes more favourable offers to candidates applying to its newer 
Penryn Campus. One other salient point for students with British or (for the moment) EU 
passports is that once students have received all their offers, having been classified as 
a home student, by a particular university can mean a saving, over a three or four-year 
course, of a very significant sum of money. Weighing up the course itself, the location of the 
institution and the benefits of the much lower fees (for some students) can and should have 
some impact on the final decision of which university to nominate as ‘firm’ in the summer 
term.

Choosing Universities &  
Locations
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The Russell Group represents 24 leading UK universities which are committed to 
maintaining the very best research, an outstanding teaching and learning experience and 
unrivalled links with business and the public sector.

The Russell Group universities are among the most competitive and the most highly ranked 
universities in the UK. They are research-intensive and tend to specialise in engineering, 
technology and medicine, and are larger, on average, than other UK universities. Each 
year, many students from BST graduate on to Russell Group universities. It’s important 
to recognise, however, the Russell Group is not an exclusive list, and that there are many 
excellent universities in the UK which are not in the Russell Group: The University of St 
Andrews, The University of Bath and The University of Loughborough are all internationally 
highly regarded and excellent universities which are not part of the group. 

We send many BST students on to Russell Group universities every year, and we warmly 
encourage and support students in this process. There are regular visits by these competitive 
universities; on average, we are visited by a Russell Group institution every two to three 
weeks during the school year. This means that students have many opportunities to speak 
directly with admissions and recruitment staff and to ask any questions they may have. 

Our Universities Fair in October each year is dominated by The Russell Group, and we have 
particularly close ties with The Universities of Sheffield, Birmingham, Leeds, Manchester 
and University College London. Students will sometimes be interviewed before being offered 
a place at these universities and we offer support in this process in the form of practice 
interviews, usually with members of our wider community who have expertise in the 
specific academic area. This year, for example, we have supported students who have had 
Skype interviews with The Universities of Warwick and Leeds, UCL and Central St Martins.

The Universities of Oxford and Cambridge always require an interview and students are 
supported through a process of repeated mock interviews to ensure they’re confident and 
well prepared for their interview. For students applying to these two universities, which are 
of course, famously competitive, there is a systematic programme of support, including a 
planned series of academic enrichment sessions to complement their mock-interviews and 
wider preparatory reading. There are excellent resources to help students prepare for their 
interviews online too, with lots of sample questions and videos of interviews. 

The University of Cambridge’s resources are here: 
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/interviews

The University of Oxford’s are here: http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/
applying-to-oxford/interviews/sample-interview-questions

One final important point about interviews is that they often use your personal statement 
as a starting point therefore, it is extremely important to review any articles, books or 
podcasts that you have referenced in your statements as you prepare for your interview.

The full list of member universities can be found on the website: http://russellgroup.ac.uk/

Oxbridge & The Russell Group
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Timeline

August 

•Y11,12,13: IGCSE & A Level provisional results are 
  available on the official designated days, of which you will  
    have been informed in advance - see ‘Results Day’  
    for more details (p. 20-21)
    •US: Aug 1st - You may begin most of your applications. The 
    Common Application (used by 450+ universities) and most  
    other universities’ applications become available online 
  •Y13s who need to take CAT, LNAT, BMAT, TSA or other     
    exams should speak to Ms Honda

September 

 • Y13: Summer Residential: Redraft & polish personal 
   statements and nominate choices, one-to-one discussion 
   and support
    • Y13: Students applying to Japanese universities need to 
     meet with Ms Honda and produce an application timeline  
     by the week after the Residential
    • Y13: Staff complete reference-writing; students should 
     ensure they speak to their subject teachers about their 
    predicted grades
    • Y12: Summer Residential: research into universities and
   courses; career workshops; one-to-one discussion and 
  support
    • Y12: Attend Kanto Plains University Fair
    • Y12: Universities Coffee Morning for parents

October 

• Y11,12,13: Universities & Careers Fair
  •Many non-Oxbridge applicants will submit their  
    applications early
    • UCAS: Oct 15th - Applications for Oxford, Cambridge or 
    most courses in medicine, dentistry and veterinary 
    medicine/science should arrive at UCAS by 18:00 (UK time)

November

 • US: Application deadlines for Early Decision (legally 
    binding) and Early Action deadlines
    • Y13: All UCAS applications should be completed by 15th 
    November
  • Y13s taking specialist exams (CAT, LNAT, BMAT, TSA etc.)
    will sit these in early November
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Timeline

January

•  UCAS: Jan 15th Official UCAS deadline
    • US: January to March - Regular application deadlines,   
    with most in January

February
•  Y12,13: Mock examination results will help Y13 

  students  in deciding which offers to make ‘firm’ and 
  ‘insurance’

May 

• US: May 1st - Notify universities of your decision and 
    pay a non-refundable deposit to hold your place, If you 
    have been placed on the waitlist, this process could 
    continue over the summer 
  •UCAS applicants must nominate which universities to 
    select as firm and insurance choices in early May 
    •Some applicants have an extended June deadline
 • Y12 : AS level examinations
  • Y12 : students who envisage other exams should speak  
   to Ms Honda

June 
• Y12, 13: A Level examinations

    • Y12: Draft and develop personal statements for 
  applications to be sent off next term

Timeline

December

• US: Students who applied Early Action/Decision should  
    receive admissions and university funding decisions by 
    post or e-mail (Note: Decisions are conditional on 
    performing around your predictions, but are not based   
    strictly on them)
  •Students applying to Canada/US universities need to 
    ensure all references/application documents have been     
    produced well in advance of Christmas Holidays
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Personal Statements
For any personal statement, whether it’s a subject heavy UCAS statement or a more 
holistic US or Japanese application, you should be able to show that you’re a person who 
is engaged with ideas and developments in your subject area and current affairs more 
generally. Therefore, the foundations of a great personal statement are laid years before you 
log in to UCAS, or Common App: impressive personal statements are the result of years of 
experiences and thinking and reading. That’s why it’s essential to develop your interests and 
passions - listening to podcasts, reading journals, visiting museums and attending events. 

Your statement should, of course, be well-planned and carefully written: that’s a given. It 
also needs to persuade the admissions tutors that you’re someone who has a track record of 
independent learning and activities which prove that you’re as passionate about Zoology or 
Physics or Psychology as you say you are. Listing books or activities is useless: at every turn 
what they’re looking for is the story of what you learned because of that encounter, and how 
it changed your thinking. Here’s an example from a Chemical Engineering statement:

With a desire to learn more about reactions on the commercial scale, I read ‘Introduction to Chemical 
Engineering’, by M. Rhodes. I was particularly interested in the problems involving mass balance 
with chemical reactions and how the software HYSYS can be used to create process flow diagrams 
for chemical reactions. I am currently reading ‘Fundamentals of Chemical Reaction Engineering’, by 
M. Davis, which has so far given me great insights about reaction intermediates and alternative 
routes for trimolecular reactions.

Here’s another example from an Architecture statement:

 I read ‘100 Buildings 100 Years’, by John Hill and was particularly impressed by the Art Deco 
buildings featured in the book, and their use of bold geometric shapes which made me think further 
about the relationship between mathematics and architecture. Other buildings discussed in books, 
such as ‘East Beach Cafe’, by Thomas Heatherwick, made me think about what could be done to 
make architecture blend into the environment around it, and how this could enhance the aesthetics 
and also the cultural integrity of the structure. 
 
You can see that these applicants have mentioned experts, book titles and specialist 
terminology, but they have been careful to show that engaging with these texts or ideas has 
developed their thinking and left an impression on them. These students show that they 
have invested a great many hours outside their academic curriculum in the subject they 
wish to study.
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Personal Statements
There is lots of advice out there on how to write the perfect personal statement or college 
application essay, but the place to start is….early on in Year 12!

• We have several books in the library to help you write your application statement: ‘How to 
Write a Winning Personal Statement’, by Ian Stannard and ‘College Application Essays that 
Made a Difference’, by The Staff of The Princeton Review
 

• Students at BST receive one-to-one support from specialist staff at our September 
Residential. 

United Kingdom

• A great place to start for a UCAS statement is the very informative section they have on 
their website: 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/when-apply/writing-ucas-
undergraduate-personal-statement

USA

• The Common App (see page 16) releases its essay prompts in January each year, for the 
application cycle which will begin that autumn, so there’s plenty of time to think carefully 
about which essay will allow you to illuminate your most impressive achievements: 

https://www.commonapp.org/whats-appening/application-updates/common-application-
announces-2016-2017-essay-prompts

N.B. We strongly advise students not to engage third party organisations or agents in the 
work of preparing their personal statements or college essays. You will be fully supported by 
the Sixth-Form team at BST. 
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Different universities ask for different kinds of information and judgements about 
candidates, and we are very careful to tailor our references appropriately and in the best 
interest of each student. For example, it is quite well known that UK university references 
should almost entirely be based on academic skills and potential;  whereas US universities 
are more concerned to hear about what makes the candidate unique; their contributions to 
their community and their personal integrity. At BST, we start by putting together all sorts 
of different information on our students and then we can select and trim information as 
required for different institutions.

Predicted grades are required by many universities including those in the UK, Japan and 
Europe. The decision to predict a particular grade is taken very carefully by subject teachers. 

All your teachers will add the finishing touches to a detailed subject reference early in Term 
1. You will have discussed your AS results with your teachers by this time, and teachers will 
be aware of the subject for which you’re applying so that this subject will be the main focus 
for the academic reference. For example, if you’re applying for Physics, we’ll make sure that 
the detail in your Mathematics reference highlights Mechanics. If you’re applying for History, 
we’ll make sure that your English reference points out your strong ability to comment on 
the social and historical context of literary texts. 

If you have two or three teachers for a subject, they will all have input into your subject 
reference and collaborate on the decision about your predicted grade. Sometimes these 
grades can change; usually for the better, based on impressive work at the beginning of Year 
13. 

A predicted grade is always the answer to the question: What is the best grade that we think 
a student can achieve in this subject if all goes well for them in the course and in the final 
examinations? They are as ambitious as we can possibly be without being unrealistic. Of 
course, as a school we have to consider our credibility with universities and colleges and so 
we cannot make wildly promising predictions which then fail to materialise, as it would
jeopardise our next cohort’s applications. However, we are concerned with each individual 
application and will always predict the highest grade which we feel is within the candidate’s 
reach. 

References & Predicted Grades
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References & Predicted Grades References & Predicted Grades
Once the grades are decided, your tutor will then add a reference which is more about you 
as a person, your roles of responsibility, sports teams in which you play, and the way in 
which you’ve contributed to our community. They will highlight your strengths and talents 
beyond the classroom.

After the tutor’s reference has been added, your Head of House will double check and 
perhaps add to what will now be a great record of your skills and achievements. Finally, the 
Head of Sixth-Form and The Deputy Head will carefully check each reference before it’s 
sent.

Important Points:

•Discuss your predicted grade directly with your subject teacher

•It’s important to make sure that you talk to your tutor so they know all about your 
proudest achievements - you’ll be sent a document at the end of Year 12, so you can use the 
summer holidays to add in all relevant experiences, achievements and online courses, etc.

•The tutor is also the person who will explain any difficulties you have experienced, for 
example, if you’ve struggled with illness or family problems during your studies, make sure 
that your tutor knows about it

•If you change your mind about the subject for which you’re applying, let the Head of 
Sixth-Form or the Higher Education and Careers Officer know as soon as possible, as we 
need to shape the reference accordingly

•Once the UCAS form has been sent off you are committed to the course of study which you 
have described in your application

•If you have said you are about to gain your Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award, it is expected 
that you will indeed achieve it, and a change in your plans might need to be communicated 
to your chosen institutions

We put a great deal of discussion and deliberation into the process of predicting grades and 
we do not usually anticipate any changes to these grades once they have been decided. We 
see the reference writing process as a great privilege and a highlight for us as teachers: it’s a 
very rewarding part of our job and one in which we take great pride.
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Art Foundation Courses
Foundation Diplomas are preparatory courses for students wishing to study for Art and 
Design degrees at universities.  These are one year courses, and are largely practical in 
nature, often ending with a project displayed in an exhibition open to the public. They 
present an opportunity to try different disciplines through short projects and workshops 
before deciding on an area of specialism for a Bachelor’s degree.

While entry requirements can differ across universities, it can often be the case that one 
A Level pass and three GCSE grades of C or above (including English or Maths) can be a 
sufficient minimum to access a foundation course. At BST of course, most students leave 
with three or more excellent A levels grades.

Applications to Art Foundation courses in the UK are made through UCAS as with other 
subjects; however, there is also a portfolio requirement for applicants.  Our Art Department 
offer a Portfolio Clinic; and other opportunities outside of lessons to build on portfolios.  
The deadline for portfolio submissions is in December, and students are expected to check 
criteria for applications and specific briefs or requirements for each course.

Please follow the links below for useful information on some of the UK’s most popular 
Foundation courses:

Bournemouth
https://aub.ac.uk/courses/preparation-for-he/foundation-diploma-in-art-design/

Central St Martins  
http://www.arts.ac.uk/csm/courses/foundation/foundation-diploma-in-art-and-design/

Falmouth
https://www.falmouth.ac.uk/foundation

Kingston
http://www.kingston.ac.uk/undergraduate-course/art-design-foundation-diploma/
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Conservatoire Courses (Music)
Conservatoires Applications can be made through UCAS in much the same way as one 
would apply for other subjects: https://www.ucas.com/ucas/conservatoires/getting-started/
ucas-conservatoires-when-apply

In recent years BST students have succeeding in winning places at The Royal College of 
Music and Trinity Laban Conservatoire, so we are well able to support you in this process. 
If you’re considering applying to a conservatoire in the UK it is important to be particularly 
well organised as the application deadlines are very early in October of Year 13. You should 
consider the following well in advance:

• Conservatoires will expect at least Grade 8 ABRSM standard on whichever instrument you 
are applying to study;  a Diploma would be even more desirable

• Your choice of conservatoire will depend largely on the style of music you intend to study. 
Some conservatoires will focus on classical training, while others will be preferable for jazz/
contemporary music

• Audition fees can mount up if you apply to several conservatoires. Research the 
institutions carefully for information on their fees
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Japan
Applying to University in Japan

Each September, a number of students from BST graduate straight into Japanese                
Universities and start degree programmes which are taught in English. A good place to start 
your consideration of Japanese Universities is the G30 website: 

http://www.uni.international.mext.go.jp/university_list/Index/ 

The G30 group is a collective of elite Japanese universities which are the focus of a 
programme to dramatically increase the number of international students studying in 
Japan. As you will see from the website, tuition fees are comparatively low at Japanese 
universities, especially public ones, and there are generous scholarships available for strong 
candidates.

Many Japanese universities recognise A levels, and make offers to our students based 
on their A level results, as do universities in Europe, Australia, Canada and some US 
universities. Some universities such as Tokyo, Nagoya and Osaka usually administer a 
subject test when the candidate is called to interview, but the offer of a place ultimately 
comes with a condition of A level achievement, which means that your place will not be 
fully confirmed until results day in August, as with UK universities.

Whether you’re eligible to apply to English taught courses at Japanese universities is usually 
dependent on your educational career, not your nationality. You will need to demonstrate 
that your education has been mostly in English, although some universities are more strict 
about this, and other less strict. Keio’s excellent GIGA programme, for example, is open to 
candidates who have spent a significant amount of their education within the Japanese 
system, as long as their English is at native or near native level. Having two Japanese 
parents is not a problem in terms of eligibility for many English taught courses at Japanese 
Universities; though it’s essential to do your research so that you are well informed early on. 
It’s no problem for Tokyo or Nagoya, but it will affect your eligibility for Tohoku or Kyushu. 
Ms Honda and Ms Yamada are here to support you too, so let them know if you’re thinking 
of applying to Japanese Universities.

Important Points:

•Many Japanese universities still operate a paper-based admissions system. You’ll need to be 
especially well organised if applying to more than one

•Coursera offer a free online course produced by The University of Tokyo on applying to and 
studying at Japanese Universities: https://www.coursera.org/learn/study-in-japan

•There is a wide range of scholarships available for excellent candidates, accommodation 
is usually of high quality and reasonably priced, tuition fees are low - Japan can be an 
excellent choice
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Japan
Australia is home to a wide and diverse range of study opportunities for students, and
A Levels are commonly accepted for admission to Australian universities. A Level grades are 
given a score (e.g. A*=5) which are then added up and converted to an Australian Tertiary   
Admission Rank (ATAR) value for the purposes of admission.

Unlike UCAS or Common App in the UK and US, which are accessible to international       
students, there is no central system in Australia for applications for those candidates      
without Australian qualifications. Each application must be made separately to each           
institution, so students are advised to research closing dates for applications. 

Entry and visa regulations 

Student visas are issued to students who have been accepted onto a registered course at 
a university meeting the standards set by the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards   
Agency. Holders of UK passports must also secure a Higher Education Sector: Temporary 
Visa, which is valid for the length of the course. Candidates may also be required to submit 
evidence of financial means of support while studying in Australia; undertake a medical 
examination and provide details; and, take an English language test where appropriate. 

As undergraduate courses typically start in March, students at BST are made offers based on 
their actual grades, as opposed to predicted ones.  The Australian admissions cycle also gives 
students the opportunity to travel or undertake internships for the months leading up to the 
start of courses.

Australian citizens are considered for local fees, regardless of where they reside at the time 
of application.

Staying on after study

The Skilled Migration Programme, founded by the Australian government, is open to           
international students with backgrounds in certain skills that the Australian government 
requires, but who are not yet sponsored by an employer.  This program offers international 
students the opportunity to remain in Australia, but is highly competitive. 
 

Australia
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USA
The US is the most popular country in the world in terms of attracting international 
students. There are over 4,500 higher education institutions across the country offering    
undergraduate degrees, with over 150 of those featuring in internationally respected league 
tables such as the QS rankings (http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings). It’s 
estimated that there are close to 1 million international students now studying in the US.

Undergraduate degrees at US universities typically take four years to complete. The first part 
of the degree is usually spent studying a wide range of subjects before nominating a field in 
which they would like to specialise (major).  This flexible nature of undergraduate degrees is 
one of the main advantages of studying in the US.

Students may also earn a secondary (minor) qualification with their major by completing 
classes in another discipline. This can be a way to boost the major degree; or, alternatively, 
simply study in another field in which they’re interested.

Students can also take advantage of “double-major” courses, which are the US equivalent of 
“dual-honours” in the UK. By this, students complete degrees in two academic fields within 
the regular duration of study.                               

Common Application

The Common Application (or “Common App”) is an application system used in America 
similar to UCAS in the UK.  At present there are over 450 higher education institutions which 
make use of Common App, allowing candidates to streamline their applications.  While 
much of a student’s basic information can be condensed, many universities will also have 
their own supplemental requirements to this application.

Early Decision

Early Decision is a policy of admission offered by a number of US universities.  It allows 
a candidate to nominate what he or she considers to be his/her absolute first choice            
university.  Early decision applications are usually submitted by 1st November of the year 
preceding enrolment, and the respective universities typically expresses their decision by 
mid-December.  As an acceptance through early decision is both legally and ethically    
binding, it is recommended that an applicant only makes use of early action following         
thorough research into the nominated university.

Early Action

Early Action is a similar policy to early decision, but while an application has all the benefits 
of an early notification, it is non-binding following the decision of the university.  Decisions 
reach candidates slightly later than those under early decision (usually in January or 
February of the year of enrolment); however, candidates do not have to commit to an offer 
and are free to pursue interest in other universities.
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USA
SAT

Some courses for some universities may also require a candidate to have completed           
additional assessments, including the SAT Reasoning Test. (SAT was originally an 
abbreviation for Scholastic Aptitude Test). The SAT assesses the analytical skills of each 
candidate over two sections (reading/writing and mathematics).  Some institutions also 
require the candidate to complete a further essay component, depending upon their 
requirements.  

In addition to the SAT Reasoning Test, some universities may require assessment in a      
particular subject. SAT Subject Tests measure students’ competences in areas such as    
English, Mathematics and Science.  These examinations each last for one hour, with the 
maximum number of tests taken on one day limited to three.  Students should be aware 
that some subject tests are only sat on particular dates.

Students following the British curriculum are advised to spend some time practicing SAT 
examinations in the lead-up to their test date. Khan Academy has announced that it will 
offer free SAT practice resources and tutorials on its website www.khanacademy.org/sat.

The PSATS or Preliminary SAT or the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test is a another 
standardised test taken by about 3.5 million students each year. Using the College Board’s 
PSAT High School Search Tool you can find out about test centres around the world and in 
Japan. The PSAT is 2 hours and 45 minutes long, and will help you to prepare for the SAT as 
well as potentially opening the door to National Merit Scholarships. Students in Year 11, or 
even in Year 10, can benefit from taking the PSAT.

Please refer to the College Board website for information on registration and test centres in 
Tokyo: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/find-test-centers

N.B. It’s even more important for students applying to the US to be well-organised and 
pro-active. While the UK application system is overseen by the school, each candidate’s 
US application is individually managed by the student themselves. Deadlines, application 
requirements, SAT requirements etc. are the candidate’s responsibility to meet. Certainly, by 
the summer term of Year 12, each candidate should have a shortlist of colleges, a timeline of 
their application in mind, a few drafts of their college essays already done and they should 
have sat at least one SAT/ACT test in order to gauge their  level.

USA
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Canada
Canada is becoming an increasingly popular destination for international students, 
offering top-class North-American education for comparatively low prices.  This increase in 
popularity results in, of course, greater competition for places.

Unlike universities in the US, Canadian universities normally automatically recognise A 
Level grades. Although that negates the need for standardised examinations like the SAT in 
the US, there may still be some English requirement like IELTS or TOEFL (explained on page 
23).  Applications are made online and are normally quite straight-forward; however, as 
there is no country-wide centralised system of application like UCAS or Common App, the 
requirements and processes can vary between institutions.  While there are exceptions such 
as Ontario (Ontario Universities Application Centre, or ‘OUAC’), applications are normally 
made directly to each university.

Potential candidates are encouraged to conduct their research as early as possible, despite 
the typically later closing dates for applications. 

Most applications do not open until October (for enrolment the following year), and        
deadlines can be anywhere between January and June of the same year of enrolment. Some 
universities offer more than one start date, in order to accommodate students studying in 
different countries and curricula. While the normal start date would be in September, some 
universities offer January or May dates on this basis.  

To find out more about international study in Canada, visit Citizen and Immigration Canada. 
www.cic.gc.ca/english/

CIG also have details about the Post-Graduation Work Permit Program, which allows       
graduates who have been studying in Canada for more than eight months to stay on to work 
after graduation:   www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/work-postgrad.asp

 Yunji, studying at UBC (graduated from BST in 2015)
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Canada Europe
With a wide and diverse range of countries and cultures; and home to a number of the 
world’s most renowned and illustrious universities, many people opt for mainland Europe as 
a study destination. Studying in Europe can help to add a language to your CV, and courses 
at some universities can cost a lot less than other parts of the world.

Although the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) is working towards compatibility     
between universities and higher education systems, prospective students may find 
admissions practices and degree systems different from one country to the next. Intake 
dates also run differently between countries, though most have a main intake in September 
or October.  Students are advised to research each individual university carefully and pay 
close attention to application closing dates.

Currently, tuition fees are charged at local rates for UK passport holders and there are no 
visa requirements to meet; however, this is subject to change for the 2018 intake of students. 
Given that there is a high probability of change in many aspects of the higher education 
agreements between the UK and countries in the EU, students and their families are advised 
to check with universities and keep up to date with the news in this area. EU students 
outside of the UK should remain on the local tariff, making applications straightforward.

There may be an English proficiency requirement for courses taught in English, with the 
preferred English language test being IELTS (though TOEFL is also widely accepted).

EUNICAS is a service operating similarly to UCAS in the UK, offering information and a   
central application system to 1007 programmes across 329 universities in mainland Europe. 

Spotlight on Groningen

A number of Year 13 students have applied to study at the University of Groningen this 
year.  Groningen is one of the top research universities in Europe, offering high-quality 
education in an internationally oriented environment.  Courses typically cost a little over 
€2000 per year, comparing very favourably with the UK.  Although students may have to 
take supplementary entrance exams for some programmes, there may only be an A Level           
requirement of 3 passes, and 3 GCSE passes (some may be subject-specific). Established in 
1614, it has a long history of internationalism and leadership. To find out more about what 
Groningen has to offer take a look at the following link: http://www.rug.nl/

The University of Amsterdam (established 1632) and Leiden University (established 1575) 
are just two of many other excellent universities in the Netherlands. If you’re considering 
studying in Europe, but don’t know where, then it’s an excellent place to start.
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Results Day
How to get your Results

There are various exam board ‘Results Days’ on Thursdays in August, for A Levels and (I)
GCSEs. On these days, students can receive their Provisional Statement of Results. This 
statement is provisional in that it is subject to change following any requests for re-marks, 
though these are usually quite rare. Our Examinations Officer, Ms Honda will remind 
students and parents of these days well in advance, but you should note the dates for 2017 
and 2018 as below in your calendar:

• 2017 Thursday 10th August (IGCSE); Thursday 17th August (A Level) and Thursday 24th 
August (IGCSE/GCSE) 

• 2018 Thursday 8th August (IGCSE); Thursday 16th August (A Level) and Thursday 23th 
August (IGCSE/GCSE) 

Since we are an international school we understand that Sixth Formers may not be able 
to attend school on results days, however, if possible, we recommend that you come into 
school in person to collect your results, especially A Level results. That way, we can best 
support you with any decisions that you may need to make.

Results are available on Parent and Student Portals for reference purposes throughout the 
year, apart from the period immediately around results publication.
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Results Day Results Day
Important Information for Year 12 & 13 Students:

The results will not be sent to you automatically. For students who are finishing their A 
Levels (receiving A2 results) we advise you to come into school to get your A Level results 
from Ms Honda between 9:00am-3:00pm Japan time.  If you cannot come to school, please 
contact her by email rhonda@bst.ac.jp between 1:00pm-3:00pm Japan time. 

For students who have completed their Year 12 courses and are awaiting AS results, we 
advise you to come into school as above, but please wait until 1pm. We will be prepared 
to help AS students between 1-3pm; if you cannot come into school you may email Ms 
Honda during this window and we will send your results as soon as possible.  Be aware that 
telephone inquiries from either year group cannot be handled on the day.

If you are leaving Japan, it is essential that you speak with Ms Honda and make 
arrangements for your official results certificates to be sent on to you when they arrive at 
school in October.

Important information for Year 11 Students

Year 11 students are included in the recommendation above to come into school in person 
to collect your results and if necessary speak with teachers. Although your course of study 
in Sixth-Form may have been already planned, your results may mean that it is necessary 
to reconsider this combination of subjects. Experienced staff are available to discuss your 
options on the main results day for (I)GCSEs in late August, but email Ms Yamada if you are 
keen to discuss a particular question. She’ll be able to direct you to the right Faculty Leader 
if she can’t answer your question herself. 

Support on Results Day and Beyond

If you feel like your exam papers would benefit from a remark, please speak with your 
subject teacher first, and then contact Ms Honda who is able to order various post-results 
services. This might include requesting a remark, or merely getting a copy of your paper so 
that you can fully reflect on your performance.

Results Day can be stressful, even if you do well. You might want to consider Adjustment (a 
UCAS system for upgrading your applications) if you do significantly better than anticipated; 
equally, you might need to go through clearing. The vast majority of our students are 
automatically accepted by the university they have chosen and need only celebrate. 
Sometimes, where a candidate narrowly misses their offer, their first choice university may 
still offer them a place, or admit them on to a slightly different course.

For all these scenarios, senior staff, including Ms Yamada, will be available to advise 
students and their families on Results Day and afterwards, as they navigate their way 
through the system.

Our School profile, including summaries of results from previous years can be found here: 
http://www.bst.ac.jp/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Secondary-School-Profile-2016-2017.pdf
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Admission onto some courses may also require additional testing beyond A-level grades.

STEP

STEP (Sixth Term Examination Paper) is a mathematics test used by the University of 
Cambridge as the basis for conditional offers. Other universities sometimes ask candidates 
to take STEP as part of their offer – in such cases, the university can advise on which papers 
to take.
www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/step/about-step/

BMAT

BMAT (The BioMedical Admissions Test) is an admissions test for applicants to Medicine, 
Veterinary Medicine, Biomedical Science and Dentistry courses at certain universities. It is 
a written test split into three sections: an aptitude and skills test; scientific knowledge and 
applications; and a writing task to assess a candidate’s ability to organise and articulate 
ideas.
www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/bmat/about-bmat/

UKCAT

UKCAT (UK Clinical Aptitude Test) is another test that some universities require potential 
medicine or dentistry students to undertake as part of their application.  Unlike the BMAT 
examination, UCKAT has no science-based component.  Instead, the focus rests more on 
candidates’ cognitive skills and characteristics related to health care. 
www.ukcat.ac.uk/

Thinking Skills Assessment

Problem solving skills and critical thinking assessment used by The University of Oxford, 
The University of Cambridge and UCL.
www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/thinking-skills-assessment/

ELAT

ELAT (The English Literature Admissions Test) is a pre-interview admissions test for 
applicants to English undergraduate courses at the University of Oxford and English at the 
University of Cambridge.  It is one of the elements admissions tutors use to decide whether 
to invite a candidate for interview.
www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/elat/about-elat/

HAT

HAT (History Aptitude Test) is a subject-specific admissions test for applicants to the 
University of Oxford’s undergraduate degree courses in History and its joint schools.
www.history.ox.ac.uk/history-aptitude-test-hat

Additional Exams
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Additional Exams Additional Exams
LNAT

LNAT (National Admissions Test for Law) is designed to be a test of aptitude rather than 
educational achievement. The skills that candidates need to do well in the LNAT are also the 
skills that they need to do well in legal education.  The LNAT must be taken by all applicants 
(UK, EU and overseas) to undergraduate law programmes at: 

• University of Bristol
• Durham University
• University of Glasgow
• King’s College London
• University of Nottingham
• University of Oxford
• SOAS
• UCL
www.lnat.ac.uk/

PAT

PAT (Physics Aptitude Test) is a subject-specific admissions test for applicants to University 
of Oxford Engineering, Materials Science and Physics undergraduate degree courses.
https://www2.physics.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduates/applications/physics-aptitude-
test-pat

All of these tests can be taken at British Council Tokyo in Shinjuku and some can be taken 
at BST. Speak to Ms Yamada or Ms Honda for more information.

TOEFL

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) iBT test measures candidates’ ability to 
use and understand English at the university level, evaluating how well one can combine 
listening, reading, speaking and writing skills to perform academic tasks. Results are 
available online approximately ten days after sitting the examination.
https://www.ets.org/toefl

IELTS

IELTS (International English Language Testing System) Academic test is suitable for entry 
to study at undergraduate or postgraduate levels, and also for professional registration 
purposes. It assesses whether candidates are ready to begin studying or training in an 
environment where English language is used, and reflects some of the features of language 
used in academic study. There are four components, including listening, reading, speaking 
and writing. Candidates are required to either register online or download an application 
form (both from the website below), and then attend a registered test centre to sit the actual 
examinations (there are currently four test centres in Tokyo). Result forms are available 
thirteen days after completion of the test.
https://www.ielts.org/

You can find lots of excellent preparatory resources online at Amazon or The Book 
Depository to help prepare for these tests.
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Finance & Scholarships
Finance is an important consideration for many students and their families. Some countries 
have a wide variety of scholarships available, while others have only a very limited 
number. The US has a really impressive range of scholarships available and Japan too, 
offers government, university based and private foundation scholarships. Australia’s top 
universities will provide scholarships for students from Australia or New Zealand if they 
have A or A* grades. In all cases it’s worth looking at what is available and achieving the 
highest possible grades will often increase your chances of being granted scholarships.

UK: Home or International Fees?

In the case of UK fees, and specifically the question of whether you are asked to pay 
‘international’ or ‘home’ fees by universities in the UK, the answer is not always clear. 
Although the government has set out guidelines on how applicants should be categorised, in 
practice, universities seem to apply these differently. Each year at BST we find that students 
who are British or EU nationals received a mixture of fee classifications, depending on the 
university. Often a student whose parents’ employment has meant that they have been 
living outside the UK for several years will be told by two or three universities that they will 
be charged home’ fees, but are asked to pay international fees by the remaining institutions. 
Below are a few guidelines which we have learned in the past years: 

•In principle, if you have been living away from the UK for more than three years prior to 
the beginning of your course, you may be categorised as an international student, but in 
practice many long-term BST students are offered home fees by their universities

•Often universities will request extra information from you to help them to decide your 
case. Proof of family visits to the UK, tax documentation, your UK address (if you have one) 
and evidence that your parents’ employers relocated them to Japan will all be important

•Keeping correspondence from employers regarding relocation, airline tickets and records 
of expenditure in the UK, such as grocery shopping, council tax and utility bills, which 
demonstrate that the UK is your family base will help

•Alongside the issue of fee status is the question of whether you are able to access student 
loans from the UK government. Often, home fee status will enable you to borrow money 
through the UK’s Student Loans system. The following link is useful: https://www.gov.uk/
student-finance/overview 

•Detailed information on fee status is available from the UK Council for International 
Students Affairs. The following links are very useful: 

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/England-fee-status

http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Fees-and-Money/Home-or-Overseas-fees-
the-basics

•UCAS offers good, clear advice for EU and/or International students on fees and finance 
too: https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-
international-and-eu-students
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Finance & Scholarships Advice for Parents
Supporting your children through the university application process needn’t be a challenge. 
At BST we have an experienced team who will guide you and your son or daughter at every 
stage of the application. As well as presentations at parents’ evenings and coffee mornings, 
you are always welcome to come to meet with your child’s tutor, Head of House or indeed 
our Head of Sixth-Form to seek advice or clarify the next steps.

For those applying to UK universities the UCAS website is a good place to start. As well as 
looking at the ‘Getting Started’ or ‘Choosing What to Study’ Sections, there’s also a section 
specifically for parents: https://www.ucas.com/?tile=tile-351 Parents can sign up for a UCAS 
parents’ newsletter too:  http://web.ucas.com/parents-signup

The most widely used US application system; The Common Application also has a section 
for parents: https://www.commonapp.org/parents which includes useful advice about how 
to start a good dialogue with your child about applying to colleges and universities.

The Complete University Guide also offers a useful, if British-focussed, source of 
information for parents: http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/preparing-to-go/
advice-for-parents/

Since we have the tutor system at BST, tutorial meetings are a good place to start the 
discussion between your son or daughter, their tutor and yourself. It’s important to see 
where their academic strengths lie and to acknowledge that in the British system, which is 
often so tightly focussed on one subject, it is important to go with the grain of your child’s 
academic strengths. The requirement of the personal statement means that they will 
struggle to achieve a place on a course for which they lack passion.

Our library stocks a good selection of books (like the titles below, for example) about finding 
one’s way through either the US or UK system. You can contact Mr Bell mbell@bst.ac.jp, our 
librarian, for some recommendations.

• ‘Uni in the USA: The Definitive UK Guide to Universities in the USA’  Lucas Publications

• ‘University Entrance: A Parent’s Guide to UK University Entrance 2016/17: A Parent’s 
Guide to UCAS and More’  Jonathan Watts, Cora Saint
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This booklet is all about applying to universities and colleges but inevitably, there’s a 
connection to the sorts of careers you might be considering and indeed the opportunities to 
research both careers and undergraduate courses. The events and sessions listed below will 
give you an overview of the support that we provide for this process at BST.

Lunchtime University Visits (throughout the year)

•Open to all year groups
•Regular visitors are: The Universities of Sydney, Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, Kent, 
HKUST, UBC, UCL and top-rated Japanese universities like Keio and Waseda

Autumn Lecture Series

•Open to all year groups
•Exposure to a wide variety of professions, aeronautical engineering, accounting, investment 
banking, architecture, law and journalism
•Each year companies like Goldman Sachs, Nissan, Caterpillar, GSK and The FT support us

September Residential

•Year 13 workshop sessions and one-to-one time with specialist teachers on university 
applications and personal statements
•Year 12 study skills work-shop sessions and one-to-one time with specialist teachers 
researching universities and undergraduate courses and preparing CVs 

Kanto Plains Universities Fair (September)

•All year 12 students attend
•Internationally-focused; US, Canada, Japan, Australia

Applications Support Sessions 

•All Year 13s receive individual, tailored support for their various applications
•Sessions every Tuesday afternoon for most of Term 1 of Year 13

Universities Fair (October)

•Compulsory Attendance for year 11 & 12
•Organised to coincide with BEO fairs (BEO is a British educational consultancy) 
•Focused on British and Japanese universities

Careers and Universities 
Provision
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Careers and Universities 
Provision
Student Presentations (December & January)

•Year 13 students present to tutor groups in respect of their experiences of the application 
process(es) Students in all year groups see these presentations in tutor groups

•Year 11 & Year 12 students attend the resulting assembly in January where the best 
presentations are repeated for the two year groups to see. Students in Year 11 submit ‘initial 
intentions’ for university courses, Y12 update their intentions (we have already discussed 
these with parents during the Y12 parents evening, so they are becoming firmer choices).

Classroom to Boardroom Programme (January, February, March)

•All students in Year 12 are interviewed by professionals in their workplace
•Personal feedback on CV and professional presentation
•Opportunity to discuss career aspirations with experienced senior business people

Daruma Fortnight (June)

•Year 11 post-GCSE students participate
•Undertake one week’s volunteering (local nurseries, nursing homes, primary schools, soup 
kitchens, English classes at Showa Women’s University etc.)
•Afternoon workshops (preparing for A level, public speaking, CVs and employability, etc.)
•A Level taster lessons
•In the second week

Careers and Universities Sessions (June)

•All year 12 participate
•Corporate Visit: each year we are hosted by Coca Cola and hear from engineers, lawyers, HR 
executives, Senior Finance Officers, Marketing Directors etc.
•Applications Day: US, UK other application systems, we hear from experts from ASIJ, St 
Mary’s and Japanese universities

Work Experience Week (August between Years 12 & 13)

•All students participate 
•Wide range of opportunities, Nissan, The FT, Netflix, Hogan Lovells etc.
•Tailored to students’ interests and/or aspirational areas of further study
•CV appraisal and feedback
•Focus on professional engagement and learning
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Beyond BST: Our Alumni
Yunji Hwang, currently studying at University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada 

Degree: History, Law & Society 

Why History, Law & Society? I enjoy history, especially in terms 
of focusing on the history of legal systems and politics. By 
studying history and law together, it allowed me to question how 
and why societies have developed as they have, and look at the 
role of governments in this development. 

Why UBC? It’s full of opportunities that allow students to 
develop not just as an academic but as a leader. Ever since 
arriving, I was determined to seize these opportunities: I am 
currently a Research Assistant to the History/ Asian Studies 
department, an executive member of my school’s Dance Team, 
a volunteer to the Canadian Red Cross and the list goes on and 
on. It’s tough to ensure I meet all my deadlines, but I’m really 
making the most of my time and learning lots!

Aakriti Narang, currently studying at Amity University, Noida, India

Degree: English Literature

Why English Literature? I have always loved the subject! Even 
though I took science subjects and Mathematics at A Level, 
when it came to choosing a course, I just felt so confident that I 
would continue to enjoy English for the duration of the four-year 
course.

Why Amity? I choose Amity because it has a great reputation 
for proving excellent and varied opportunities for its students; 
internships, extra-curricular seminars and even a chance to 
participate in the Military Training Camp: which I had not 
expected!
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Beyond BST: Our Alumni Beyond BST: Our Alumni

Sean Averre, currently studying for his Airline Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL) at Oxford 
Aviation Academy UK, but will also receive a BSc in Airline 
Transport Operations from Buckinghamshire New University, 
with which the academy is partnered.

Why the ATPL course? It’s been a lifelong aspiration for me to 
become a pilot. The course in Oxford meant that I didn’t have 
to choose between becoming a pilot and getting a university 
degree, which solved my problems! 

Why Oxford Aviation Academy? The very high training 
standards for which the Academy is known meant that it’s the 
preferred choice for recruiting pilots for many of the world’s 
best airlines, BA and Emirates recruit from here, as do many 
other airlines. OAA was established over 50 years ago and 
remains one of the world’s top flight academies; I’m enjoying it 
tremendously!

Iona Penrice, currently studying at The University of Edinburgh, UK

Degree: History and History of Art

Why History & History of Art? I decided on joint honours 
because I found it difficult to decide on just one subject: 
the course is really flexible and I’m enjoying archeology, for 
example, as an option at the moment. These two subjects 
combined make for a fascinating opportunity to look at cultural 
history too. I am really enjoying it.

Why Edinburgh? I felt that as a capital city with enough 
concerts, festivals and exhibitions to keep me entertained, but at 
the same time being quite compact (you can walk everywhere), 
Edinburgh would be ideal for me. I love the fact that with 
a four-year programme, you have a little more flexibility to 
pursue other interests before committing to your specialism. 
Also, I wanted the opportunity to study abroad for a year, so I’m 
planning to study in Australia next year!
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Beyond BST: Destinations
University Placements from 2012-2016 

United Kingdom
 

Bournemouth University 
Camberwell College of Arts 

Central St Martins College of Art and Design 
City University, London 
Glasgow School of Art 

Goldsmiths, University of London 
Imperial College London* 

Keele University 
King’s College London 
Kingston University 

London School of Economics* 
London South Bank University 
Nottingham Trent University 

Plymouth University* 
Royal Academy of Music 

Royal Holloway, University of London*         
Southampton Solent University 

St Mary’s University, Twickenham 
Swansea University 

The University of Sheffield 
Trinity Music College 

University College London* 
University of Bath 

University of Bristol 
University of Dundee 

University of Edinburgh* 
University of Essex 

University of Exeter* 
University of Hertfordshire 
University of Huddersfield 

University of Kent 
University of Leeds 

University of Leicester* 
University of Manchester 

University of Reading 
University of Roehampton 

University of Warwick 

*denotes multiple acceptances

Japan 
Doshisha University 

International Christian University 
Keio University 

The University of Tokyo 
Waseda University*

Korea 
Seoul National University 

Canada 
University of British Columbia 

York University 

America
United States Northwood University 

Finland 
Lappeenranta University of Technology 

South Africa
South Africa University of Capetown 

Malaysia 
Taylor’s University 

Australia
Macquarie University 

The University of Melbourne 
The Univeristy of Sydney

New Zealand 
Otago University

Spring 2017 Offers Update

We are pleased to announce that our 
current Year 13 have received offers from 
The University of Cambridge, The University 
of Groningen (both BST firsts) and a record 
number of offers from highly competitive  
universities such as UCL, Imperial 
University London, Bath, Manchester and 
Edinburgh.
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Beyond BST: Destinations Reading Around
Biology:
• The Epigenetics Revolution Nessa Carey
• Junk DNA Nessa Carey
• The Greatest Show on Earth Richard Dawkins

Business:
• Losing the Signal: The Untold Story Behind the  

   Extraordinary Rise and Spectacular Fall of BlackBerry

Jaquie McNish & Sean Silcoff

• The Daily Drucker Drucker & Maciatello
• Principles of Marketing Gbadamosi A. et al
• How to Manage, 3rd Edn Owen J
• Marketing, 3rd Edn Baines P and Fill C
• Freakonomics Stephen J Dubner & Steven 

Levitt
Chemistry:
• The Disappearing Spoon Sean Kean
• Periodic Tales Hugh Aldersey-Williams
• A Short History Of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson

Computer Science:
• Computational Fairy Tales Jeremy Kubica
• Computer Science: An Overview J. Glenn Brookshear
• The New Turing Omnibus A Kee Dewdney

Drama:
• Performance: A Critical Introduction Marvin Carlson
• How Plays Work David Edgar
• The Cambridge Introduction to Theatre Studies Christopher Balme

Economics:
• Economics: A Very Short Introduction Partha Dasgupta
• The Wealth and Poverty of Nations: Why Some Are So 

Rich and Some So Poor

David Landes

• Guns, Germs and Steel Jared Diamond
• The Undercover Economist Tim Harford
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Reading Around
English Literature:
• A Writer’s Life Andrew Motion
• Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the Forward 

     Books of Poetry
• 1599 - A Year in the Life of William Shakespeare James Shapiro
• The Connell Guide to Hamlet Prof G Bradshaw
• Everyman and Medieval Miracle Plays A.C.Cawley
• The World of Christopher Marlowe Prof D Riggs
• Shakespeare and Co Stanley Wells

Fine Art:
• In Praise of Shadows Junichiro Tanizaki
• Watching the English Kate Fox
• Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society Raymond Williams
• Ways of Seeing John Berger

French:
• Stupeurs et tremblements Amélie Nothomb
• Seras-tu là? Guillaume Musso
• Jean-Pierre Jeunet Elizabeth Ezra
• A Life worth living: Albert Camus and the quest for  

     meaning

Robert Zaretsky

Geography:
• Prisoners of Geography: Ten Maps That Explain           

      Everything About the World

Tim Marshall

• The Planet in a Pebble: A journey into Earth’s Deep 

      History

Jan Zalasiewicz

• Injustice: Why Social Inequality Persists Danny Dorling

History:
• Iron Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern Europe Anne Applebaum
• Stalinism New Directions Sheila Fitzpatrick
• Rise to Globalism     Stephen Ambrose  
• The Rebellion of Ronald Reagan    James Mann
• The Great Cold War                        Stephen Barrass

Mathematics:
• Mathematics: The New Golden Age Keith Devlin
• The Equation That Couldn't Be Solved Mario Livio
• The Music of the Primes Marcus de Sautoy
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Music:
• Aural Matters D Bowman and P Terry
• A Guide to Music Analysis N Cook
• Harmony in Practice A Butterworth

Photography:
• Visual cultural reader Nicholas Mirzoeff
• The Photograph as Contemporary Art Charlotte Cotton
• Basic Critical Theory for Photographers Ashley la Grange

Physics:
• The New Cosmic Onion Frank Close
• The Character of Physical Law Richard Feynman
• Classical Mechanics: The Theoretical 

   Minimum

Leonard Susskind

• The Fabric of the Cosmos Brian Greene
• Just Six Numbers Martin Rees

Psychology:

• The Interpretation of Dreams Sigmund Freud
• The Power of Habit Charles M. Duhigg
• The Neurotic Personality of our Time Karen Horney
• The Antidote: Happiness for People Who 

Can’t Stand Positive Thinking 

Oliver Burkeman

• Man and His Symbols Carl Gustav Jung

Spanish:
• La Casa de los Espiritús Isabel Allende
• Trading with the Enemy Tom Miller
• Bacardi and the Long Fight for Cuba Tom Gjelten

Reading Around
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