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As the term draws to a close we are excited to
share with you our final major Christmas project,
the Secondary Christmas Concert Video. In this
newsletter we also celebrate the successes of
our students with videos of performances as
well as a glimpse of classroom music in the
Shibuya campus. This term has certainly been a
term of collaboration with everyone across the
BST community coming together to help make
Music happen in otherwise difficult
circumstances. We hope you enjoy our festive
offerings! We would like to thank you all and
wish you a very restful and safe Christmas
holiday.

WHAT ARE YOU LISTENING TO?
Suggestions from Rossalyn Wilkinson Year 10
Wham!

Last Christmas

Wizzard

I Wish It Could Be Christmas

https://youtu.be/E8gmARGvPlI
https://youtu.be/IJPc7esgvsA

Everyday
Greg Lake

I Believe In Father Christmas

https://youtu.be/yfY4b1NszpY

Suggestions from Portia Kaye Year 10
John Williams

Somewhere in My Memory

https://youtu.be/QFvCshTdq1Y

(Home Alone)
Ariana Grande
José Feliciano
Andrea Bocelli

Santa Baby ft. Liz Gillies
Feliz Navidad
Santa Claus Is Coming To Town

https://youtu.be/EPYiwVGQBik
https://youtu.be/N8NcQzMQN_U
https://youtu.be/jz8-L-TLsQc

Suggestions from Richard Bannatyne Year 10
Band Aid 1984

Do they Know it's Christmas

Paul McCartney

Wonderful Christmastime

John Lennon, Yoko

Happy Xmas (War Is Over)

https://youtu.be/bjQzJAKxTrE
https://youtu.be/94Ye-3C1FC8
https://youtu.be/flA5ndOyZbI

Ono
Frank Sinatra, Nat
King Cole

Christmas Songs

https://youtu.be/dwpBHCZ9DBM

WEEKLY MUSIC TED TALK
Michael Tilson Thomas, Music and emotion through time

LINK
In this epic overview, Michael Tilson Thomas traces the development
of classical music through the development of written notation, the
record, and the re-mix.

Charles Hazlewood - Trusting the Ensemble

LINK

Conductor Charles Hazlewood talks about the role of trust in musical
leadership -- then shows how it works, as he conducts the Scottish
Ensemble onstage. An stupendous talk, it truly proves why the
conductor is an integral part of the ensemble.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NOTICES
Onsite peripatetic lessons will not resume at either campus in Term 2
Please note that online lessons can be facilitated only at Showa. Peripatetic teachers
are able to offer alternative private online and direct tuition solutions. Please refer to
the music handbook for the details of our teachers and contact them directly for further
information.
https://www.bst.ac.jp/school-life/music-art-and-drama/instrumental-teaching

Secondary and Primary Music clubs resume from Monday 11th January.
Information on the current restrictions regarding choir/ wind and brass activities will be
given in the first week back at school.

Secondary Advanced Musicians’ Recital
Tuesday 19th January 2021, 5:30pm - Green Hall

Secondary students currently playing at a Grade 7+ ABRSM (or equivalent) are
welcome to perform. Please register with Ms Danmeri (ldanmeri@bst.ac.jp)

BST MUSIC INTERVIEW
CHRISTMAS MUSIC AROUND THE SCHOOL!
In the run up to the festive period, our Music Ambassadors toured the school and questioned
both staff and students on their favourite Christmas songs.

Click here to watch!

MUSIC AT SHIBUYA
Have you wondered what classroom Music looks like at Shibuya? Have a look at these videos
to see the fun musical activities that the students have been taking part in during this period
of restrictions with Mrs Pressdee-Rudd.

Year 1 and Year 2

Year 3R and 3B

Snowman Joe (Boomwhackers)

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star (Xylophones & Ukulele)

Click here to watch!

Click here to watch!

BST AND HEADINGTON
COLLABORATION
This period has made us become more connected and open to experimentation and
collaboration. We were excited when the Director of Music at Headington School in Oxford
(www.headington.org) contacted us asking if we would like to participate in a video
performance of ‘Jingle Bells’ with their students.

Students from 7A were always
ready for the challenge of
learning, performing and recording
their part in one lesson! Here is the
final result. Many thanks to Mr
Wisby at Headington School for
arranging the music and creating
the video.

Click here to watch!

SECONDARY
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Following on from the success of the Primary Instrumentalists’ Concert, we immediately
launched into the preparations for the Secondary School Concert recording a week later.
This event has actually been in motion since the start of the term. Knowing that we were
severely restricted with what we could do with regards to singing and wind/brass
instruments, we prepared a contingency plan.

Rather than not perform any choral items we decided to record and film individual singers
over the term and then to mix the parts and the videos together. Who knew that we had an
expert in music recording and mixing in the Maths department?! Mr Wall did a superb job
and we cannot wait to share the final results with you.

Students, peripatetic teachers and BST staff joined forces and the concert was filmed (just
about…) in the space of four hours and features a range of mostly ensemble performances.
The students performed brilliantly and we are sure you will enjoy this musical celebration!

Click here to watch the Secondary Christmas Concert

Click here for the Secondary Christmas Concert Programme!

CONGRATULATIONS!
Yutaka Takaku (Year 10 T2)

successfully auditioned and has

been selected to perform at the Philia Hall in the ‘Dream Concert
2021’ in February 2021. This is a fantastic opportunity for talented
young musicians to perform on stage with some of Japan’s top
professional musicians.

https://www.philiahall.com/html/series/210227.html

Runa Ueda (5R) has reached the second round of the Chopin
International Piano Competition in ASIA via VR video. We will
keep our fingers crossed for Runa for the next round!

Here is Runa’s performance of Invention No.13 in A minor BWV 784
by J.S Bach and Mazurka in G minor Op.posth.67-2 by Chopin

https://youtu.be/-Gfh6Pxu7ws

Former student

Mia Shimada (Year 7) has been awarded the

Music Scholarship at Wycombe Abbey school, UK

https://www.wycombeabbey.com/#intro

Maina Abe (Year 11 T1) has been awarded the Music Scholarship
at Haileybury School, UK

https://www.haileybury.com/

Luke Marrable (Year 13) won first prize in the High School
category in the K- Music Competition playing Scriabin’s 5th
Sonata that featured in last month’s Music Newsletter

http://k-concours.org/junior_09.html

PERFORMANCES OF THE MONTH
Flora Weindling (6P) performs a wonderful rendition of
‘This is Me’

Click here to watch!

A beautiful performance by

Miranda Li (1G) of “The Lonely

Road” by Felix Swinstead.

Click here to watch!

Yui Leung Y7 (violin) and his mum (piano) want to share a
video recording of their take of Vivaldi's Violin Concerto in a
minor.

Yui feels that it is a challenging composition for him.

Nevertheless he enjoyed working on it because the music is
very cheerful and inspirational

Click here to watch!
Alexander Eijsink (Y7 T6) and his father (piano) remind us
that that Christmas is coming soon! Here is their festive
performance of ‘White Christmas’.

Click here to watch!
Tudor Mandrea (Y9 B5) has been working on a few
compositions recently. One of them, BALL by Steinbelt, he
recorded yesterday during our Zoom lesson and wanted to
share it with the BST community

Click here to watch!
We will close the newsletter with this musical Christmas treat
from the

Primary staff. Enjoy!

Click here to watch!

Do you have any musical news to share?
Please send information to
Ms Danmeri (ldanmeri@bst.ac.jp).
Please also forward on any musical
performances of any level to share with the
BST community.

