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MESSAGE FROM PAUL TOUGH – PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents, Staff, Students, and Friends of BST, 
  
I wrote last week in The Lion that the pandemic has demonstrated 
the interconnectedness of the school, national and global communities. Little did I know 
that the events of this week in Tokyo, around Japan and at our own Shibuya campus 
would illustrate this truism in stark fashion.   
 
It has been another 
challenging week for sure, with 
some uncertainty and anxiety. Our 
Shibuya campus remained 
closed today, and our youngest 
students are, once again, at home 
and learning remotely.  I am 
sincerely grateful to our Shibuya colleagues for the seamless transition to remote 
learning over the last two days. They have truly done a stellar job. Also, much 
appreciation to the children’s parents for working with the school to address the 
situation at home at short notice. 
  
Earlier this term, we received feedback on the school’s operation as part of the Trustees’ 
Questionnaire. One of the questions asked was – “Given the high possibility of pandemics 
or natural disasters requiring periods of remote learning in the future, what should the 
school look to prioritise in its planning for those periods in the future?” With over 450 
respondents the top three answers to this question were: 
  

1. Continuity of learning for students. In particular, the balance between synchronous 
and asynchronous learning for different age groups. 

2. The health and safety of the community. In particular, the social and emotional 
welfare of students, staff and parents.  

3. Clarity of communication. In particular, timely updates, opportunities for feedback 
and transparent decision making. 

  
Hopefully this week, the school’s actions have addressed these three priority areas. We 
have certainly thought deeply about the nature of remote learning and what needed to be 
considered when switching online again. Our youngest students are without a doubt the 
ones that need the most support from both home and school. Therefore, foremost in our 
mind were the following areas: 
 

 Identifying what is the core curriculum and how this can be boosted in an online 
environment rather than replicating a normal school day. 

 Utilisation of all staff to deliver core areas of the curriculum and support students 
in smaller groups.  

 How to achieve the correct balance of synchronous and asynchronous learning for 
all year groups.  

 Publishing plans, schedules and expectations in advance. 
 Purposeful assessment and meaningful feedback on student learning. 
 Providing help to parents on how to best support home learning. 
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PRINCIPAL CONTINUED 

 
Our new Remote Learning Plan and Hub has been tested earlier than we had thought, but 
on the bright side, it has given us a chance to address the areas above. As a consequence, 
we welcome feedback on Nursery to Year 3 parents’ initial experience of the school’s 
Remote Learning Hub. 
  
It is never an easy decision to keep the campuses closed. I feel every day the strong 
inclination to have our students with us in person, and I do not take lightly the 
responsibility of taking every sensible measure to maximise the face to face time we have 
in classrooms this year. However, the health of our whole community is our highest 
responsibility. By minimising the health risks, we protect not only the health of our 
students but also that of other people in our community to whom our students are 
connected, including people who are elderly or who have underlying health conditions.  
  
Yesterday Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike stressed the importance of social responsibility 
and our interconnection as citizens and residents of Japan. The Governor urged all of us 
to cooperate in fighting the coronavirus as she raised the city's alert to the highest 
level. Clearly, our individual and collective actions matter as they have a direct impact 
upon others. We have been fortunate until this week not to have been impacted by a 
COVID outbreak at school, but the events of this week demonstrate that we do not exist 
in splendid isolation from the world around us. I ask, therefore, that all of us as 
members of the BST community redouble our efforts to mitigate the spread of the virus. 
It is easy for us to become complacent and fatigued by the pandemic but now more than 
ever, our full attention to national and school safety guidelines are essential. In the word 
of Governor Koike - "cooperation will determine our fate". 
  
Looking ahead to next week, I wanted to make you aware that the School Advisory 
Committee (SAC) is meeting to talk through a range of topics. The minutes of October’s 
meeting are available HERE for your reference. Also, next week we are conducting the 
shortlist interviews as part of the Head of Primary recruitment process. Students, staff, 
parents and trustees will be meeting and evaluating three excellent candidates, and I look 
forward to making the community aware of the outcome in due course.  
  
If you have any questions about any of the topics in today’s newsletter or would like to 
arrange a one to one meeting, please let me know. 
 
Paul Tough 
Principal 
 

 

 
We ask all families and staff to register their holiday plans with the school via an online 
form accessible HERE.  
  

https://tinyurl.com/SACMins26thOct2020
mailto:ptough@bst.ac.jp
https://tinyurl.com/2020WinterTravelPlans
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SECONDARY NEWS 

Dear Secondary Parents and Students, 
 
A four-day week, but another busy one in Secondary! 
 
Our Year 11 students have had a big week with their IGCSE mock examinations. It is 
probably one of the most taxing periods in a school career but I really hope they feel as 
though they have done their best and that they will gain a lot from the experience. It has 
very much been a case of Ganbatte Kudasai! 
 

 
 
Lots of work has been going on with our partners at Showa. We were very active 
participants in the Showa Festival last weekend. A number of students have been 
working well on our Showa Centenary Garden project. We also had a moment to 
receive the giant onigiri poster from their students which will appear in reception and 
this afternoon handed over the many cranes that we have made for the Peace Crane 
project for a Showa partner school in Hawaii.  
 
Our Year 10 parents had a very good virtual parents' evening this week; next up is Year 
9 on Tuesday 1st December (which is the last of term). Year 8 will take place early next 
term on 14th January. 
 
There are a couple of Football fixtures next week against ASIJ and also the musicians are 
recording their parts for the Christmas Concert Film - watch this space! 
 
Best wishes for the weekend; just a couple of weeks to go! 
 
James Thomas 
Head of Secondary 
  

https://twitter.com/BST_Secondary
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SECONDARY NOTICES  

 

SECONDARY – UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/useful-information/school-calendar 
 
https://twitter.com/BST_Sport  
 
PLEASE NOTE CANCELLATIONS & TO BE CONFIRMED (TBCs)  
 
Tuesday 1st December 
Year 9 Subject Parents Evening 
16:00-17:30                     MS Boys Basketball v TIS (BST Old Gym) - CANCELLED 
 
Wednesday 2nd December 
9:00-13:00                       Secondary music concert filming in GH 
 
Thursday 3rd December 
16:00-18:00                     HS Boys Varsity Football v ASIJ (away) - TBC   
 
Saturday 5th December 
7:00-16:00                        HS Boys JV Football @ ASIJ - TBC  
 

 
 

Showa Centenary Garden project 
  

https://www.bst.ac.jp/useful-information/school-calendar
https://twitter.com/BST_Sport
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MUSIC NEWSLETTER  

 

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/MusicNewsletter27thNov2020 
 

SECONDARY LIBRARY  

 
Christmas Library Competition 
 
This year the secondary school’s Christmas Library 
Competition is to write a special wish for the future on 
a piece(s) of origami paper, then use this to make a 
decoration for the ‘Tanabata’ Christmas tree. 
(Decorations should be handed to Mrs Grey, in the 
Secondary Library). 
 
A house point will be awarded for each entry, and 
decorations will hang from the Library tree. 
 
Two overall prizes will be awarded: 

- Most thoughtful wish 

- Most beautiful decoration 
 

Closing date: Monday 7th December 
 
  

https://tinyurl.com/MusicNewsletter27thNov2020
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SECONDARY LIBRARY  

 
NEW: Japanese Sakura Lunchtime Book Clubs 
 
The Secondary Library is delighted to announce that this 
year there will be two Japanese Sakura lunchtime Book 
Clubs. 
 
There will be two separate clubs: 
 
1) Japanese Sakura Chapter Book Club (Yr 7+ Yr 8), led 
by Yui Okawara 
and Sunny Park 
https://sites.google.com/view/sakuramedal/japanese-
chapter-books?authuser=0 
Meetings will be on the first Monday of each month. 
 
The first meeting will be: Monday 11th January  
 JANUARY CHAPTER BOOK:  
         となりのアブダラくん    

 
 
2)  Japanese Sakura Middle School/High School Book Club (Yr 9+). led by Kana Goto 
and Ria Borger (Yr12) 
https://sites.google.com/view/sakuramedal/japanese-middlehigh-books?authuser=0 

Meetings will be on the first Friday of each month. 

The first meeting will be:  Friday 8th January 

JANUARY MS/HS BOOK:   

          ぼくはイエローでホワイトで、ちょっとブル   

 
(The 'age limits' are flexible, as it is more to do with your reading ability.) 
 
 
To join, simply send Mrs Grey an email that includes which club you are signing up for.  
You will then need to ensure that you have read the chosen book before the first meeting 
(copies are available in the library): 
 
The clubs will be held in the library, following the social distancing guidelines.  Bring 
your lunch with you. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Mrs Grey lgrey@bst.ac.jp  
 
  

https://sites.google.com/view/sakuramedal/japanese-chapter-books?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/sakuramedal/japanese-chapter-books?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/sakuramedal/japanese-middlehigh-books?authuser=0
mailto:lgrey@bst.ac.jp
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OPERATION WALLACEA 

 

 
 

 

 
GREAT PRIZES TO BE WON! 

 
The British School in Tokyo - Silent Auction 

for Operation Wallacea Fiji Expedition 
 

Auction Booklet - https://tinyurl.com/OpWall2020SABooklet 
Quick Links - https://tinyurl.com/OpWall2020-QuickLinks 

 
 
 

  

https://tinyurl.com/OpWall2020SABooklet
https://tinyurl.com/OpWall2020-QuickLinks
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PRIMARY NEWS 
 
 
Dear Primary Parents, 
 
Well what a week we have all had! I just would like to say a huge thank you to all the 
staff for the seamless transition to remote learning over the last two days. The students 
have been really engaged and enthusiastic, posting their learning and attending their 
lessons online, so I thank you all for your support with this. 
 

       
 
As part of their unit of learning, Active Planet, Y6 had a wonderfully informative 
presentation from one of our Secondary parents - Mr Mark Dytham. He spoke to the 
children about his job as an Architect and about how buildings in Japan are designed to 
withstand earthquakes. It was hugely interesting and the practical workshop afterwards 
has certainly inspired a number of students to begin considerations into their future 
careers! After the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, Mr Dytham was also involved in 
designing community spaces for those affected. Hearing about this has had a great 
impact on the Y6s end-of-unit projects, in which they are creating their own NGO to 
advise on how countries can be better prepared to deal with earthquakes.   
 
Year 4 started the week with their game show ‘Animal Who?!’ as part of their new English 
poetry unit. The children listened carefully to a series of Kenning poems and tried to 
guess which animal was being described before the animal was revealed. We met a 
butterfly, a wasp, a penguin and a jellyfish. All of the children were extremely excited, 
brilliant at guessing and are now getting ready to write their own Kenning poem over the 
coming weeks.  
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PRIMARY CONTINUED 

 
Year 5 have been busy making prototype models for our Ecovillages. The children have 
been working in teams to make rough versions of their buildings out of card, based on 
designs that they have created using ‘SketchUp’. Everyone is very excited to begin the 
construction of their final models based on all the hard work they have put in this term!  
 

       
 
This week’s assembly at Showa was based on an adaption of Leo Tolstoy’s story, The 
Three Questions which continues the theme of acts of kindness that we have been giving 
focus. The students were left to contemplate the answers to the three questions that the 
most important time is now, the most important person is the one you are with and the 
right thing to do is to be kind to them. 
 
On Friday 4th December we will be having a Christmas 
dress up / mufti day. Unfortunately, this year we will not 
be able to have all the festive fun we normally offer with 
Winter Wonderland but we will do our best to create a 
festive spirit. Children will be making decorations and 
also an idea, which came from the PTA and class parents, 
is to send in a ‘special’ lunch / bento box with your 
child(ren) on the Friday. Here are some possible simple ideas, as we cannot have any 
shared party food this year: 

 
 

Thank you once again for your support this week and I look forward to hopefully seeing 
everyone back in school next week! 
 
Have a restful weekend, 
Fiona Read 
Head of Primary  

mailto:fread@bst.ac.jp?subject=Head%20of%20Primary%20
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PRIMARY NEWSLETTERS 

 

 
Primary Cricket 

 

 

Early Years Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/early-years-newsletter/ 

 
Year 1 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/ 
 

Year 2 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/ 

 
Year 3 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/ 
 

Year 4 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/ 

 
Year 5 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/ 
 

Year 6 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/ 

 
  

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/early-years-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/
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PTA 

 

PTA UPCOMING EVENTS 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/pta 
 

 
 

Thank you to those who joined us on Wednesday for the Coffee & Walk   

 

DISCOUNT FOR SKI HIRE 

 
DISCOUNT FOR BST FAMILIES AT RHYTHM SNOWSPORTS  
 
Rhythm Snowsports in Hakuba & Niseko have been updating their prices and confirming 
specials and rates for the domestic market this upcoming season.  
 
See link below, which will direct BST families to a booking site and automatically give a 
20% discount for the upcoming season.  
 
In addition to that, Rhythm Snowsports are happy to offer free helmet hire in store for 
any families & teachers from The British School in Tokyo.  
 
https://rhythm.bookfast.jp/public/booking/order02.jsf?mv=1&vs=rhythmstores 
  

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/pta
https://rhythm.bookfast.jp/public/booking/order02.jsf?mv=1&vs=rhythmstores
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COMMUNITY 
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FANTASY FOOTBALL 

 

 
  

https://fantasy.premierleague.com/ 
League code: mzal93 

Fantasy Football Game Week 9  
 

At the beginning of the season, Casey Blair set himself a challenge with his team ‘Let’s 
get past gameweek 5’. Good to see he has been successful, especially so this week with a 

huge 97 points, sending him up 19 places in the table. 
 

COVID managed to cast its shadow over the league 
this week as well, with many teams resigning to 

having Mo Salah on the bench or spending points to 
transfer him out. Speaking of players missing games, 

Hyunwoo Lee’s team ‘Hyunwoo FC’ saw 4 of their 
starting line up not play, as well as none of the 3 

outfield players on the bench! Maybe time to make 
some changes! Hyunwoo also has the highest 

standard deviation of league positions so far, see the 
graph of his rankings to the right. 

 
Speaking of unused players, Teddy Bielby (Daddy Mitro 11) is leading the MVB (Most 
Valuable Bench) so far this season with a total of 105 points. William Ramsey (Ramjet 

United)  is a close second with 97... 
 

Separately, with Tottenham playing Man City I decided that the run of weeks with Kane 
as captain needed to stop and I switched to Jack Grealish. Jack Grealish could be 

described as ‘my lowest scoring player this week’. 
 

Mr Pye 

https://fantasy.premierleague.com/

