The Lion – 11th January 2019

School
news

Primary

Secondary

PTA

Community

MESSAGE FROM BRIAN CHRISTIAN – PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
Akemashite omedetou gozaimasu!
Although it has been a very chilly
start to the term, I hope that this
week’s blue skies are an auspicious
omen for 2019, the Year of the Boar
and of our thirtieth anniversary. I am
pleased to have this opportunity to
extend a very warm BST welcome to
the families of the 24 students who
are new to the school this year. As I
am sure those of you who attended
today’s Shibuya coffee morning will testify, you will soon find yourselves among friends.
One of the real highlights of this New Year is
undoubtedly the opening of our Nagasawa Sports
Facility. The pitch looks to be in wonderful condition
and, although the Clubhouse will not open for another
month, we will play our first tournaments at Nagasawa
this weekend. This is our biggest project since our
move to Showa in 2006 and I have every confidence
that it will deliver a significant boost to our
programme of team sports. Thank you to those of you
who have already offered to contribute to make the
facility even more welcoming and exciting; there is still
time to help if you feel able to do so – further details
may be found on the Giving page of our website:
https://www.bst.ac.jp/giving

The delivery of an off-site sports
ground was one of the central
ambitions of our 19:20 Project,
announced at the time of our 25th anniversary. The aim of the project was to take advantage
of the opportunities provided by Japan’s hosting of the Rugby World Cup, the Olympics
and the Paralympics to establish a lasting sporting legacy for BST. Confirmation that we
are on our way to achieving that goal came at the end of last term with the announcement
that the 19:20 Project* had been short-listed for the 2018-19 International School Awards.
The Awards Ceremony takes place in London in just over a week’s time when we will find
out if we have been successful in winning the International Impact category – fingers
crossed!
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PRINCIPAL CONT’D

Yesterday, I was fortunate enough to be able to attend the screening of A Plastic Ocean in
the first Secondary School assembly of 2019. This compelling film certainly served to focus
our thinking as we set out to make this the year that single-use plastic disappears from
BST. Thank you to the passionate EAS-Y Green team, to the PTA and to our e-Cool students
for pointing us in the right direction. Together we can make a difference*.
Finally, I know that this is a regular refrain but on a less positive
note, perhaps I can enlist your help with a more routine matter?
At the start of any new term there is always an increase in
complaints from the community around both Shibuya and Showa
about BST cars being parked illegally and causing obstruction at
drop-off and pick-up times. I know that it can be inconvenient,
but can I ask those of you who come to school by car to park only
in the local car parks? We rely heavily on the good will of our
neighbours and I do not wish to put this in jeopardy. Even more
important is the imperative for drivers to exercise caution at
these busy times; fast-moving traffic and lively young children make for a dangerous
combination.
Enjoy your weekend – particularly those of you heading off with the Secondary Ski Club and good luck for an exciting year ahead.
Brian Christian
https://twitter.com/BST_Principal
*For all the latest news of the 19:20 Project, please visit our website:
https://www.bst.ac.jp/school-life/bst-1920-sports-project
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SECONDARY NEWS
Dear Secondary Parents,
We have had a lovely start to term - fully of energy and
enthusiasm. Many students to whom I have spoken this
week tell me they had a great break and managed to
relax after the challenges of Term 1. The staff have also
returned very positively and we had a training day
devoted to whole school thinking for the Learning
Journey of our students.
We have a new colleague joining the Maths department this term - Mr Robin Fellerman.
He previously worked at the highly regarded Latymer Upper School in London where as
well as teaching Maths to all levels, he took a lead on University applications and the
construction of the school timetable. He is quite a catch for us and I am so pleased he is
on board.
It is only a couple of weeks until the various winter residentials. I know that many
students are very excited. Thank you to everyone for filling in the various forms for the
trip - I know as a parent myself that can be a rather tedious exercise, although it is an
important one. We are trialling a system with one form group which will make the whole
process much more efficient for all involved; if that goes well then we will roll that out
for future trips.
Perhaps the best present for the school was the new BST
Nagasawa Sports Ground, which has now been handed over
to us (although it will be a couple of weeks until the
plumbing in the clubhouse is sorted). I took the executive
privilege of taking my own two older boys with Mr Elliott
and his son to give the pitch a test drive just before the
new year and I can confirm it is great! The first fixtures are
this weekend and I hope they go well.

Another couple of presents arrived - our new water
fountains helping us to become a PET bottle free
school. If we can continue to raise money with
future events we hope to install even more. The ECool team and EAS-Y Green parent group have lots
of exciting plans and it was especially interesting
to watch the Plastic Oceans documentary in
assembly this week.
(BST refillable water flasks are available from the EAS-Y Green Team)
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SECONDARY EVENTS

Also this weekend a group of students are in Osaka on a Model United Nations
conference - what a great opportunity for them to get involved in political debate relating
to current affairs. We also have a group of skiers off to Minakami.

‘Tomorrow, a musical’
Mon 14th & Wed 16th January
2019
7pm – Green Hall

The highlight of next week will be the Secondary School Musical Production which takes
place on Monday and Wednesday. We had a sneak preview in assembly - it promises to
be a super show and I know people have worked so hard to put it all together.
I have written before about uniform and I am grateful for your support in this matter.
While most of our students do follow the code there are still a few who try to wear
hoodies or other items. Heat-tech underclothes from UNIQLO work wonders and I
recommend them warmly, if you excuse the pun.
Finally, the Secondary School would like to congratulate Brian Christian on achieving an
MBE for his outstanding service to the BST community.
James Anthony Thomas
https://twitter.com/BST_Secondary
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SECONDARY EVENTS

Yesterday The Secondary Service Ambassadors delivered the money raised at the Christmas
Concert (just over 80,000 yen) to a local Children's Care Home.

UPCOMING EVENTS -- TERM 1.2 (2018-2019)
Fri 11th January
BST Ski Club Weekend 1 - Minakami
MUN Conference in Oasaka (Year 12s) until 12th January
Sat 12th January
7:00-14:00 MS Girls Football v Seisen/Sacred Heart (H)
10:00-14:00 MS Boys Basketball v St Maur @ NIS (A)
14:00-16:00 HS Boys Kanto Plains Football v DSTY
Mon 14th January
19:00-20:30 Key Stage 3 Musical ‘Tomorrow’ Day 1
Tue 15th January
Year 8 Subject Evening
15:30-18:00 HS Boys ISTAA Basketball v Columbia (H)
15:30-21:00 Y10 & 11 Drama exam recording - Green Hall
Wed 16th January
Year 13 Art/Photography Mocks
19:00-20:30 Key Stage 3 Musical ‘Tomorrow’ Day 2
Thu 17th January
U15 Girls and U13 Boys Football Tour - Harrow Bangkok
15:30-19:30 HS Boys Football v St Mary's (H)
Friday 18th January
Year 11 Full Reports released
Saturday 19th January
9:30-16:30 HS Girls Field Hockey v CAJ and ASIJ
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PUZZLE OF THE WEEK
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SECONDARY DIVE CLUB

SECONDARY EAL

http://bit.ly/BSTEALNewsletter
In the Secondary Learning Support Department, one of our primary goals is to develop
ways in which students at BST can be better supported with their language and literacy,
both inside and outside of the classroom. Each week we will be sharing some of the
excellent resources that are used within the school, and will give an insight into the topics
that students are studying in their English lessons.
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PRIMARY NEWS
Dear Primary Parents,
Happy New Year and welcome back to school. I hope you all had an enjoyable and relaxing
break. I spent my time developing my skills in skiing in beautiful Nozawa Onsen and truly
experienced a white Christmas this year.
A warm welcome also to our new BST families, I hope your child’s first week has been
smooth and your children are already feeling settled in their new classes. Please do contact
us if you have any questions, as starting a new school is sometimes a little daunting but
we are a very friendly and helpful community so please do reach out if you need any help.
This week our staff came back refreshed and ready for professional development on
Monday. The focus was on whole school approaches to teaching and learning and it was
an opportunity to share some of the amazing teaching practices that happen within the
school.

I started the week with Primary assemblies on determination, either when faced with
challenges or when setting new goals. I re-introduced the “Power of the YET mentality” - it
is a powerful strategy that will amplify and support the love of lifelong learning that we
hope to instill in our students. Such a simple reminder to persevere through challenges
can be the difference between a student who gives up on a problem and one who routinely
concludes that understanding will come with more effort, questions, or use of additional
strategies. So if you have set yourself a new year goal, I am sure your child will be your
new voice of encouragement!
As ever, we have many exciting events and projects taking place this Winter Term. The
first of our residentials will be taking place soon, with Year 5 off to ski/snowboard the
beautiful slopes of Norikura. Also at the end of the term are the Spring Fair and the Dance
Assembly - both of which I have heard so many wonderful things about and I am really
looking forward to them.
On a final note, all of the Primary School would like to congratulate Brian Christian on
achieving an MBE for his outstanding service to the BST community.
Have a lovely weekend. It looks like it will be sunny but chilly so wrap up warm!
Fiona Read
https://twitter.com/BST_Primary
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PRIMARY NEWSLETTERS
Nursery Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/nursery-newsletter/
Reception Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/reception-newsletter/
Year 1 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/
Year 2 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/
Year 3 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/
Year 4 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/
Year 5 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/
Year 6 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/

PRIMARY ECAS ONLY

We will be changing the beginning and ending dates for our ECAs this term. This change
is due to a staff training INSET that will be happening after school during the week of the
21st January, which would have clashed with the original club dates. Please note that
Athletic and Music clubs are not affected by this.
The new ECA dates are as follows:
Commencing: Week of the 28th January
Concluding: Week of the 25th March
This change will ensure that all of our students are able to have 8 weeks of club
activities. Our apologies for any inconvenience caused.
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DONATIONS FOR UNITED WORLD SCHOOLS
SPORTING EQUIPMENT DONATION REQUEST FOR CAMBODIA TRIP

We would like to request donations of unwanted sports equipment for the school we are
supporting through UWS charity in Cambodia.
We are taking 12 x Year 11s with us from 26th January to 2nd February.
We are hoping for some sports equipment that is no longer wanted, but still in functional
condition. We will be taking these in our luggage so nothing too heavy or large please!
Any old footballs, rugby balls, rackets etc. would be greatly appreciated.
Could these be left at either Showa or Shibuya reception for us to collect
Please can the balls be sent in deflated so they are easy to pack.
Donations of LEGO, Play-Doh and board games (which do not rely on literacy skills)
like snakes and ladders would also be appreciated.
Any questions please email cc@bst.ac.jp – Thank you.
Updated Fund Raising Total raised from the Uniform Sale on 16th November 2018
454,627 JPY was raised in total.
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BOOK CLUB
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

BST COMMUNITY YOGA
Tuesdays – 5pm – Shibuya Gym
Yoga with Em
Email sports@bst.ac.jp if interested.
Secondary Students, BST Family & Friends welcome.

NETBALL
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AIKIDO
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RIJ GALA
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BURNS SUPPER 2019
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SHINE ON KIDS GALA

The Shine On! Kids 2019 Gala - Mardi Gras Magic
Friday, February 8th from 18:00
Tokyo American Club.
Sign up here

OXFAM CHARITY QUIZ

Oxfam Charity Pub Quiz
British Pub, THE FooTNiK in Ebisu
Tuesday 22nd January
8pm – 10.30pm
Free shots and food for special Shooter
Questions…
Grand Prize bottle of Bubbly!
Many question categories!
1000 yen entry fee
(all proceeds to Oxfam)
Max 5 people per team
Individuals & small teams welcome!
http://www.footnik.net/english/location/
Email: anna@footnik.net
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