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MESSAGE FROM PAUL TOUGH – PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents, Staff, Students, and Friends of BST,
It has been a lovely week across both campuses, and I have been impressed with the
range of learning taking place. Historical fiction has featured prominently, and I am
delighted to make you aware that Zoya Subramanian (currently in Year 7) was one of the
winners in the prestigious Historical Association Fictional Story Writing Competition.
Zoya‘s story “The Independence Diary” (submitted when in Year 6) was selected from
over 1000 entries globally. The competition judges noted that Zoya’s “very moving story
about Indian Independence that gives a very personal angle to a great historical event.” I
know you will want to join me in congratulating Zoya on her outstanding achievement.

PTA & SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC)
This week The PTA Committee met for the first time, and the first round of Board of
Trustees subcommittee meetings started. The PTA and Trustees work tirelessly in
support of the school, and I am very grateful for their commitment in time, energy and
expertise. Later in the month, the first meeting of the School Advisory Committee (SAC)
will take place with parent and staff representatives meeting with me monthly. I am
looking forward to working with the Committee again this year as it continues to have
the remit of discussing the school’s educational provision. I am delighted to make you
aware that the SAC membership for 2020-2021 remains the same as last year - Mrs
Sonia Jackson Henrich, Mrs Marisa Gelencser, Mr David Wilkinson, Mr Nathaniel Rowe,
Mrs Donella Nemoto, Mr Richard Paterson and Mr Christopher Parsons. Proposed agenda
items to be discussed or questions to be raised at the meetings can be sent to the
Committee at schooladvisory@bst.ac.jp
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PRINCIPAL CONTINUED

ONLINE FORUMS
In last week’s newsletter, I made you aware that I will be hosting, with my colleagues, a
series of forums this term on the school’s new Strategic Plan (soon to be published), our
new framework for Teaching and Learning and the revised Mission and Vision. Due to the
restrictions placed on the school due to COVID, these sessions will be via Zoom and will
take place on the dates and times below.
Mon 12th Oct
9am-10:30am
(Mission and Vision / Strategic Plan)
th
Wed 28 Oct
6pm-7:30pm
(Mission and Vision / Strategic Plan)
Thurs 29th Oct
9am-10:30am
(Mission and Vision / Strategic Plan)
If you would like to attend one of the (repeat) sessions and receive a Zoom link, please
sign up here.
https://tinyurl.com/MissionVisionStrategicPlan

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OPEN EVENING
Additionally, the Board of Trustees will be hosting an online Open Evening on October 15
between 6:30pm and 8:30pm with the annual community survey sent to parents next
week. If you would like to attend the Board of Trustees Open Evening and receive a Zoom
link, please sign up here. https://tinyurl.com/TrusteeOpenEvening
High expectations and the pursuit of excellence are fundamental to the school’s Strategic
Plan. We are committed to ensuring that we draw upon the best of British and
international education for the benefit of all our students. As such, our strategic intent is
bold, ambitious and highly achievable. It is to ensure BST transitions from being one of
the best international schools in Japan to being one of the best schools in the world. This
will be achieved through concentrating upon four strategic priorities: learning, identity,
community and infrastructure. A series of focus areas and commitments relate to each
strategic priority, and I will be publishing these to the community before half term and in
advance of the parent forums.
The development of high-quality teaching and learning, coupled with curriculum design,
will also be of significant importance over the next three years. Indeed, schools are much
more than a collection of buildings, facilities and resources. The best schools worldwide
prioritise learning and encourage creativity and innovation. Our aim, therefore, is to
create more opportunities for BST learners to take more ownership of their learning, to
be challenged in their education, for character strengths to be developed and for the
curriculum to be organised through big ideas and concepts. As part of this plan, I am
delighted to make you aware that the school is in partnership with Bronwyn MacLeod
formerly of the Gerric Centre of the University of New South Wales. Bronwyn will be
working throughout the year with initially 16 teachers from Primary and Secondary to
develop the school’s approach to challenging students at BST in their learning. I look
forward to updating you on this in due course and to evaluating the impact for students
of this development area. In the meantime, if you have any questions about this or any
other area mentioned in today’s newsletter, please let me know.
Paul Tough
Principal
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SECONDARY NEWS

Dear Secondary Parents and Students,
I hope that you have had a good week. Although of course many of our routines have had
to be different this term, for the most part all of the staff and students seem very
settled and the summer break seems a long time ago. Mr Grey`s whole school Zoom
assembly this week talked about the importance of `being good` and how we can
support each other; it is good to know that message is getting through!

SHOWA CANTEEN & KIWI KITCHEN
I am pleased to say that from Monday 14th September the Showa University Canteen
have agreed to run a special simple service for BST Year 10-13 students and staff. We will
review this on an ongoing basis especially in light of the reopening of the university later
this month/term. Likewise, Kiwi Kitchen delivery will start again from 28th following
some clear safety protocols.

BRING YOUR OWN LAPTOP PROGRAMME
The Bring Your Own Laptop programme appears to have started well and the roll out
continues next week with Years 7-9 from Wednesday. A reminder if you have any
questions then please do approach Mr Crummie.
The phased reintroduction of our extracurricular programme is underway with various
musical ensembles starting, individual lessons with our peripatetic music staff via Zoom
during the school day, Sports trials practices beginning next week, and various other
activities starting later in the term.
Year 7-9 parents should look out for a separate email message from Mrs McCallum about
some logistical matters specific to that phase.
With best wishes for the weekend,
James Thomas
Head of Secondary
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CONCERTO COMPETITION

OPERATION WALLACEA

Operation Wallacea was founded in 1995 and has conducted crucial research for
conservation of biological species and ecosystems around the world.
Summer 2021, our senior school students will visit Fiji. .
For more details about the trip or Operation Wallacea, please visit their website at
https://bstfiji2021.wixsite.com/bstfiji2021/about
Leading up to their expedition to Fiji in the summer of 2021, they would love to reach
out to the wider BST community to give monthly updates about our fundraising,
volunteering and conservation activities.
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PRIMARY NEWS
Dear Primary Parents,
We are at the end of a busy week 2 and the natural rhythm of school life is starting to beat
steadily as the children are settling into their routines, something I am so happy to be able
to see. I have thoroughly enjoyed popping into classes and seeing them collaborating and
enjoying their learning.
Shibuya Assembly this week was on resilience and Mrs Loran read the story of The Snail
and the Whale. The story is about a snail who longs to see the world and hitches a lift on
a whale's tail. Together they go on an amazing journey, past icebergs and volcanoes, sharks
and penguins, and the snail feels very small in the vastness of the world. However, when
the whale is beached in a bay, it's the tiny snail who saves the day. The story illustrated
how resilience is built by having the courage to try something new and to keep on trying
even when things appear challenging. By staying positive about what it is you want to do
and by knowing that you are trying your best will help build your resilience. It supports
the development of a growth mindset and it is an important part in the acquisition of
social and emotional skills and well-being.

Mr Wilcox’s assembly theme this week was
on kindness. He told the children a story of
his days at a boarding school and the
kindness that one boy showed to him. He
then spoke about our school rules and how
teachers trust the students to make the
right decisions. He also discussed what
would be the rules the students would like
to see at school and they were: be kind,
work hard (at anything that makes you
happy) and be your best self. Following this
theme of kindness we caught a few children
in the act…
Caught in the Act this week: Rodrigo,
Shukei and Ella displaying random acts of
kindness this week! We always appreciate
acts of kindness and we will be watching
closely to catch more of our students
helping, supporting and caring for others!
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PRIMARY CONTINUED
We have been having heaps of fun in EYFS and
becoming familiar with their new routines.
Nursery had their first PE lesson today with Mr
Tseng and really enjoyed being active.
Year 1s have been busy investigating the
skeletal system and learning all about how our
body, joints and muscles move.
In Showa all year groups have been exploring
identity through maths and character strengths assessments (Y6), Self-portraits (Y5) or
exploring the origin of their names (Y4) inspired by the story The Name Jar. Y4 have also
been looking at descriptive writing using the book How to Live Forever by Colin Thompson.

So as you can see we have all been busy learning in Primary this week and having lots of
fun at the same time! As we know from all the research by Daniel Goldman (a worldrenowned expert on emotional intelligence) Happy, calm children learn best!
Next week we will be having our first Parent Information Evening and I know all
the staff are looking forward to meeting you, albeit it virtually. However, we are hoping to
conduct the majority of the Parent Teacher Conferences in October in person.

NEW PARENTS

The Primary Senior Leadership Team will be presenting to all new
parents on Thursday 17th September at 5pm. Please use this zoom link to join the
meeting:
https://tinyurl.com/NewParentPrimaryPIE
Meeting ID: 880 4638 5390
Passcode: tck2ge
We are very much looking forward to meeting you.
With the weather being so unpredictable, we are keeping a close eye on the temperatures
and adapting play accordingly. I am feeling grateful for the slightly cooler days recently! I
hope you all have an enjoyable weekend and please remember the school photographers
will be in school on 21st September at Shibuya and 22/23rd September at Showa. Primary
ECAs and Club information will be sent out to parents next week as most clubs start on
the week beginning Monday 21st September.
Fiona Read
Head of Primary
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PRIMARY NEWSLETTERS

Early Years Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/early-years-newsletter/
Year 1 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/
Year 2 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/
Year 3 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/
Year 4 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/
Year 5 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/
Year 6 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/

Page 8 of 12

TO TOP PAGE

PRIMARY NOTICE
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HEALTH & SAFETY
REMINDER OF BST SAFETY PROTOCOLS
A reminder about ongoing BST safety protocols
-

-

All parents should be checking their child/ren’s temperature twice a day and
keeping a record in case they get Covid-19
At the same time parents should check for other symptoms as well
Students should not come to school if the exhibit any symptoms, including but not
limited to fever, persistent sore throat or cough, muscle aches, diarrhoea,
vomiting, loss of taste/smell or persistent runny nose/congestion
All students must come to school in a mask and have a spare mask in a zip lock
bag in their school bag

BST Health & Safety

KIWI KITCHEN SHOWA
KIWI KITCHEN WILL RESUME DELIVERY LUNCH SERVICE
AT SHOWA FOR YEARS 4-13 FROM 28TH SEPT 2020
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COMMUNICATIONS TEAM

The Communications Team now has a Japanese speaker on hand to help.
Please do not hesitate to contact us – comms@bst.ac.jp
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PTA

COMMUNITY EVENTS

BST Fantasy Football
Looking to be disappointed on a weekly basis this year?
Sometimes even twice a week? Look no further than BST
Fantasy football! Open to staff, students and parents
(including past students & parents)
https://fantasy.premierleague.com/
League code: mzal93
The first week of scoring is Saturday 12th September 2020,
so if you wish to take part you should get your team ready
by then.
--> Tip: Make sure your best players are in your starting 11 and not sitting on the bench!
Any questions – Email Mr Pye <mpye@bst.ac.jp>
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