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MESSAGE FROM PAUL TOUGH – PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents, Staff, Students, and Friends of BST, 
 

"Our privileges can be no greater than our obligations" - Anonymous 
 
This half term, I have been reminded on countless occasions that culture is a crucial 
factor in a school's success and that the elements that create a positive school culture 
are many and far-reaching.  Indeed, what constitutes school culture is not abstract or a 
mass of intangibles, but something that can be identified and developed - values, 
behaviours, attitudes, expectations, routines, teaching approaches, traditions and more.  
  
That said, for me, the bedrock of all successful school cultures are positive and mutually 
supportive relationships. Indeed, successful schools have at their heart overlapping 
interactions among all the members of the school community. BST is no different to this. 
What makes our school such a positive environment is the role played by each individual 
in the success of the whole. Working in common purpose to ensure that every student 
can grow, learn and thrive as part of a happy and proud school community.  
 
I want to thank everyone who has contributed to a 
successful half term. BST staff have been outstanding 
in every respect with their extensive and varied 
commitment to the cause. In addition, parents in all 
sections of the school have made invaluable 
contributions in many different ways. In particular, I 
wanted to thank The Spring Fair Committee members 
for their brilliant work over many months. The Fair 
promises to be one of the highlights of the year and I 
am sincerely grateful to everyone involved for their collective effort.  
 

CARNEGIE HALL FOR PROTÉGÉ 
PIANIST RUNA IN YEAR 4!  
 
Of course, it is our students that have 
continued to demonstrate this half term why 
it is a joy and privilege to be part of the school 
community. Whether in learning in class, 
participating in sport, representing the school 
overseas, performing on stage or in daily 
interactions around the school, BST students 
shine at every turn and are worthy of the 
highest praise. With this in mind, I want to 
congratulate Year 4 student Runa for her 
success in the American Protégé International 
Piano & Strings Competition 2020. Runa was 
second in the competition and as a result, will 
perform at Carnegie Hall in New York 
City later this year. Well done Runa!  
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PRINCIPAL CONTINUED 

 

 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL DONATION TO WWF JAPAN 
 
Congratulations also to Year 3 School Council members who, under the guidance of Ms 
Hawkes and Mrs Weeks delivered the ¥232,000 that BST raised at the Funky Sock Day, to 
WWF Japan.  WWF Japan will be pooling this amazing donation along with other 
donations to the Australia Bushfire emergency campaign, and send it to WWF Australia. 
Mrs Weeks and Ms Hawkes were suitably impressed by the students, Lucia, Ami, Lucas & 
Rio, as they acted as excellent ambassadors for the school. 
 
Best wishes for the half-term holiday. Given the current global health concerns, please be 
vigilant, wise and stay safe if you are travelling here in Japan or overseas.  
 
Paul Tough 
Principal 
 
 
REMINDER 
The “Why of BST” – parent evening forums – sign up here: http://bit.ly/feb2020forum 
  

https://www.wwf.or.jp/eng/
mailto:ptough@bst.ac.jp
http://bit.ly/feb2020forum
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SECONDARY NEWS 

Dear Secondary Parents, 
 

 
 

 
 

We have made it to half term! Spirits were high in school today - I think the students and 
staff are looking forward to a well-earned break.  
 
I know a number of parents enjoyed the session on Wellbeing and Positive Education 
with Mr Clive Leach who has been visiting this week. He was most complimentary about 
BST, how we made him feel very welcome, and the work in which we are doing with our 
community in this sphere.  
 
There are plenty of students and staff performing in the Cabaret evening tonight. It is 
always such a lovely occasion with a great deal of enthusiasm and talent on show in a 
great relaxed and informal setting. It is a great way to ease into half term.  
 
We return after half term to an action-packed week including football and basketball 
fixtures, rehearsals for the Addams Family as we approach show time and the Year 11 
options evening on Thursday 27th February. 
 
Best wishes to you all for the week ahead - I hope you all enjoy some family time and 
that the students return ready for the joys and challenges of Term 2B! 
 
James Thomas 
Head of Secondary 
  

https://twitter.com/BST_Secondary
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SECONDARY EVENTS 

 
Here are some of our BST Secondary Year 
12 and Year 13 students joining with Showa 
JHS/SHS girls for a Model UN event! 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS -- TERM 2.2 (2019-2020) 

Please keep an eye on the School Website 
Calendar 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/useful-
information/school-calendar 

 
 
Friday 14th February 
16:00-18:00  HS Boys ISTAA Basketball v KAIS (H) 
18:00-19:00  Cabaret 2 
Half Term Begins 
 
Monday 24th February 
7:00-8:15  HS Girls Football Training - BST South Ground (H) 
15:45-17:30  HS Girls Football Training - BST South Ground (H)  
 
Tuesday 25th February 
16:00-18:30  HS Boys Football Training - Nagasawa (NSG) 
16:00-19:00  HS Girls and Boys ISTAA Basketball v KIST (H) 
 
Wednesday 26th February 
15:45-17:30  HS Girls Football Training - BST South Ground (H)  
 
Thursday 27th February 
Y11 Options Evening 
WJAA MS Boys Football Tournament (A) until 29th February 
9:30-10:30  Counsellor Coffee Morning  
16:00-18:30  HS Girls Football Training - Nagasawa (NSG) 
 
Friday 28th February 
Y13 Mock Examination results released 
Y9 Full Reports released 
16:00-17:15  HS Boys Football Training - SWU Astro (H) 
16:00-18:00  HS Boys ISTAA Basketball v AOBA (H) 
 
Saturday 29th February 
7:30-17:00  HS Girls ISTAA Basketball Tournament (A) 
8:30-15:45  Musical Rehearsal @ Green Hall 
 
Sunday 1st March 
7:30-17:00  HS Boys ISTAA Basketball Tournament (A) 
 
  

https://www.bst.ac.jp/useful-information/school-calendar
https://www.bst.ac.jp/useful-information/school-calendar
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OP WALL EXPEDITION 
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PRIMARY NEWS 
 
 

Dear Primary Parents,  
 
Well it has been a real treat to read the last two newsletters since I have been away. I 
want to thank our Student Council for keeping us all informed about the fantastic 
initiatives taking place that are student-led and student-driven. I am very proud of their 
work and I know how much they enjoy representing the student voice in our School. One 
very worthy cause initiated by the Shibuya Student Council on Friday 30th January was to 
organise a Funky Sock Day to raise funds for the Australian bush fires. This morning the 
Year 3 Student Council had the opportunity to deliver the donation of 230,000 yen to the 
WWF offices. All the councilors worked so hard creating posters and promoting the cause 
to their classes. 
 
I also wanted to thank Karl Wilcox for his very interesting piece in last week’s newsletter 
about learning how to learn and the invisible backpack we carry filled with all the skills 
we need in order to face life’s challenges. We will continue focusing on developing these 
transdisciplinary skills that help support student learning. We continually provide 
opportunities that allow our students ‘choice and challenge’. This is certainly very much 
the case at Norikura this week, where the Year 5s have had an amazing week learning to 
snowboard & ski, pushing themselves out of their comfort zones. Whether it has been 
learning a new skill or having a go at more demanding slopes, the Year 5s have had a 
blast! I want to thank all the teachers who accompanied the children and a special thank 
you to Tom Kean and his team for the meticulous planning that went into ensuring the 
smooth running of the trip. I think the photos speak for themselves.  
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PRIMARY CONTINUED 

 
I had the rare opportunity to attend a Showa assembly today. Mr Ellis’s Class performed 
the game show Animal Who! Students, Parents and Teachers competed against one 
another to solve the clues of the mystery animals. Huge congratulations to the students 
who were the Animal Who champions! A truly fun and engaging assembly - thank you 
Class 4R. 
 
At Shibuya, there was considerable excitement in Year 3 with a very special visitor. We 
welcomed the charity Shine on Kids who train therapy dogs who work to support 
children who are in hospital in Japan. Marina who trains the dogs came to an assembly 
and explained to the children about the work that both the charity does and how she 
trains the dogs. The star of the visit was the therapy dog Masa. He wowed the children 
with his tricks and the highlight of the session was giving the children the chance to pet 
Masa. It was a special visit as a couple of our BST families have helped to train the dogs 
and look after them on weekends. A special thank you to Lucia who helped with the 
assembly and talked about how she looks after her dog at the weekend.  
 

   
 
Finally, thank you to all the fabulous bakers who sold an impressive amount of cookies 
raising 150,000yen at the Valentine Bake Sale on Tuesday. As we cannot escape the fact 
that today is Valentine's Day, I always wonder how to honor its intent, and not get 
consumed by the commercial qualities. In the busy life that is typical of modern society, 
we rarely make the time to focus on the 
people we love. So make this Valentine’s 
Day a special one by giving the gift of time 
to your loved ones.  
 
Have a wonderful holiday, safe travels to all 
our families going abroad and enjoy the 
time spent together, 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day, 
 
Fiona Read 
Head of Primary 
 
  

http://sokids.org/
mailto:fread@bst.ac.jp?subject=Head%20of%20Primary%20


Page 9 of 17 

  TO TOP PAGE 

PRIMARY NEWSLETTERS 

 

 
 

Early Years Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/early-years-newsletter/ 

 
Year 1 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/ 
 

Year 2 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/ 

 
Year 3 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/ 
 

Year 4 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/ 

 
Year 5 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/ 
 

Year 6 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/ 

 
Whole School Website Calendar 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/useful-information/school-calendar  
 

  

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/early-years-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/useful-information/school-calendar
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BOOK WEEK 

 

 

SIGN2SING 
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PTA 
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BAKE SALES 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SALE 
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SPRING FAIR 

 

 
 

JAPANESE FOOD STALL 
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SPRING FAIR DONATIONS 

 

 

Email Easy Green Group - easygreengroup@gmail.com 
 

 
衣料品寄付のお願い。 まだ使える衣料品を募集しています。 衣料、アクセサリー、バッグ、ベル

ト、コスチューム (スーツ、靴、下着、水着は不可) サイズ、対象年令は不問 洗濯済み、汚れや穴

等のない状態の良い物 渋谷キャンパスと昭和キャンパスのレセプションに設置した専用箱までお

持ちください。 

  

mailto:easygreengroup@gmail.com
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SPRING FAIR DONATIONS 

 

 

BST Spring Fair Team - pta-springfair@bst.ac.jp  
 

COMMUNITY – SECONDARY STUDENTS 

 

 

mailto:pta-springfair@bst.ac.jp
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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HOLIDAY FOOTBALL PROGRAMME 

 

 
 

https://evergreensportsjapan.or.jp/holiday/holiday-february.html 
Registration is here:  

https://evergreensportsjapan.or.jp/english/works/holidayregistration.html 
 

https://evergreensportsjapan.or.jp/holiday/holiday-february.html
https://evergreensportsjapan.or.jp/english/works/holidayregistration.html

