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MESSAGE FROM BRIAN CHRISTIAN – PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents, 
 
I am writing this week’s message en route from the UK back to Tokyo at the end of a 
busy and quite varied trip.  
 
This year’s COBIS Conference will be my last but there was still a great deal to take in 
and much food for thought. It was particularly helpful to be able to spend a significant 
amount of time with my successor, Paul Tough, getting the handover process off to a 
fruitful start. An unexpected bonus was that I was able to persuade Paul to come over to 
Tokyo for our Open Meeting at Showa in June (Mon 10th). He is looking forward to 
introducing himself to as many of you as possible and to sharing a little of his 
philosophy of education. 

One of the unfortunate aspects of any travel during term 
time is that missing key events is almost unavoidable. I was 
so sorry that I couldn’t be there for the opening of our 
Nagasawa Sports Ground last Sunday. The photos looked 
fantastic and so many members of the wider BST community 
have been in touch to say how much they enjoyed the day. 
Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make it 
happen. 
 
I believe that the acquisition and development of this facility 

will be a game-changer for BST sport, and I look forward to many more family activity 
days on the ground in the years to come. I am also keen to see how quickly we are able to 
build on the relatively recent introduction of rugby and cricket to our sporting calendar. 
Watch this space! 
 
The latest in our series of Advanced Musicians’ Recitals at L’Atelier was another occasion 
I was sorry to miss. Again, I have heard so many good things about the evening, and I 
fully understand how much hard work and practice will have been put into its 
preparation. Congratulations to all of the talented young musicians who performed on 
the evening and - of course - to their teachers. 
 
Finally, I want to share with you a rather 
striking comment from Clinical 
Psychologist (and mother) Professor 
Tanya Byron, one of the most engaging 
keynote speakers at the COBIS 
Conference. According to her, ‘Children 
have forgotten how to fall out of trees... 
too many of them are being brought up 
in captivity.’ Not at BST, I hope - here we 
specialise in the free-range variety! 
 
Enjoy your weekend. 
 

Brian Christian 
https://twitter.com/BST_Principal 
  

http://www.professortanyabyron.com/
http://www.professortanyabyron.com/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/principals-blog
https://twitter.com/BST_Principal
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TRUSTEE PARENT OPEN MEETING 

 

INVITATION TO ALL PARENTS 
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SECONDARY NEWS 

Dear Secondary Parents, 
 

 
 

 
 
Today is always such a special day in the Secondary calendar. We celebrate the Year 13 
students who have their final formal day of school today. In a couple of hours, we will all 
gather in the Green Hall and see our oldest students in gowns with their parents 
watching (possibly a little teary) as we applaud them and get ready to send them out into 
the 'real' world. In reality, though, they actually go home to embark on revision for their 
forthcoming final examinations. We will have a formal dinner - at TAC - in July to mark 
the 'real' end of school life.  
 
This year has been a special year group indeed. They have embraced all the ups and 
downs of BST life and have set a great example to others. I have to note especially their 
leadership qualities and activities. They took on a new model of student leadership and 
they have taken us to another level. We will miss them a great deal, but in the meantime, 
we wish them all the very best for their examinations.  
 
I very much enjoyed seeing so many students and parents at the official Nagasawa Sports 
Ground opening last weekend. There was a lovely atmosphere and I know that the many 
guests that came shared our enthusiasm for the newest addition to the BST empire. 
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SECONDARY CONT’D 

 
After a particularly busy 
Tuesday, I was so fortunate to 
attend the Advanced Musicians' 
recital at L'atelier in Shibuya. It 
is a lovely boutique venue and 
a little treasure tucked away in 
this busy city. The 
musicianship was quite 
exceptional and all who were 
there had a super time.  
 

 
Quite a lot of activity has been taking place 
on the Duke of Edinburgh front and I really 
hope that all involved have a super time - 
and that they stay dry! Our Bronze hikers 
will return tired, but equally safe and 
fulfilled, I trust.  
 
On the sporting front - Monday's futsal 
games were cancelled unfortunately but 
there are games tonight against TIS. I hope 
all goes well. It has been good to see so 
many students still committing to their 

training despite the warmer mornings (!); it is great that they embrace the healthy body - 
healthy mind thinking. There is a big Swim Meet at St Mary's on Saturday - good luck to 
all. 
 
Next week we have the internal examinations for Years 7-10. Can I just remind you all of 
what I said in last week's Lion: 
 
These examinations are helpful and important but only up to a point. It is useful to have a 
formal reference point on progress and also to help students have practice runs before 
they tackle external examinations at the ends of Key Stages 4 and 5. That said, there is so 
much more to life than them and I really hope we can all keep them in perspective. We talk 
a great deal about self-care and support at BST, as well as putting significant emphasis on 
aspects such as the Outdoors and life beyond the classroom   
 
I hope that you all have a good weekend and perhaps I will see you at the PTA Showa 
coffee morning on Monday? 
 
Best wishes,  
 
James Thomas - Head of Secondary 
https://twitter.com/BST_Secondary 
  

https://twitter.com/BST_Secondary
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SECONDARY EVENTS 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS -- TERM 3.1 (2018-2019) 
 

 
Showa Earthquake Drill this week 

 
Fri 17th May 
Duke of Edinburgh International Award Bronze Assessed Expedition 2  
Leavers’ Assembly & Y13 Stand Down 
15:30-18:30  MS Girls and Boys Futsul v. TIS (H) 
 
Sat 18th May 
BST Swimming - Jolly Roger Invitational Swim Meet @ St Mary’s 
 
Mon 20th May 
Y7-Y10 Internal Examinations Week 
Students invited to set up exhibition spaces 
8:30-9:30 PTA Showa Coffee Morning 
 
Wed 22nd May 
15:30-18:30  HS Girls and Boys ISTAA Futsul v. KAIS (H) 
 
Fri 24th May 
Half Term Begins 
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PUZZLE OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

DEVELOPING LANGUAGE & LITERACY 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/BSTEALNewsletter 
  

http://bit.ly/BSTEALNewsletter
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LIBRARY 

 

 
 

New Parents' Book - From the ever-popular Ian McEwan 
 

Britain has lost the Falklands war, Margaret Thatcher battles Tony Benn for power and 
Alan Turing achieves a breakthrough in artificial intelligence. In a world not quite like 

this one, two lovers will be tested beyond their understanding. 
 

Machines Like Me occurs in an alternative 1980s London. Charlie, drifting through life 
and dodging full-time employment, is in love with Miranda, a bright student who lives 
with a terrible secret. When Charlie comes into money, he buys Adam, one of the first 

batch of synthetic humans. With Miranda’s assistance, he co-designs Adam’s personality. 
This near-perfect human is beautiful, strong and clever – a love triangle soon forms. 

These three beings will confront a profound moral dilemma. Ian McEwan’s subversive 
and entertaining new novel poses fundamental questions: what makes us human? Our 
outward deeds or our inner lives? Could a machine understand the human heart? This 
provocative and thrilling tale warns of the power to invent things beyond our control. 

 
‘This is new and exciting ground for McEwan, one of Britain's most consistently brilliant 

writers.’ Esquire 
 

If you have any questions – please email library@bst.ac.jp  
  

mailto:library@bst.ac.jp
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PRIMARY NEWS 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

 
 

It has been a very busy few weeks for our students. Year 1 have just returned from their 
Residential trip to Hachioji and as the photos show they have all had an amazing time 
growing their confidence enormously. 
 
Year 5s had a fun filled day at Kidzania on Wednesday learning about society and having 
an opportunity to role-play different occupations.  
 
Year 3P performed a wonderful 
assembly on Ancient Egypt. It was 
filled with music and songs, and even 
a video footage showing the children 
exploring and discovering different 
artifacts. Well done 3P!  
 
Both 2B and 6P had their class 
exhibitions. The exhibitions are always 
an excellent opportunity for students 
to showcase their learning with their 
parents. 
 
Alongside all our usual curriculum 
efforts, we have been looking at how children develop as learners. Teachers have been 
reflecting on how we explicitly teach children to think in different subjects, how we build 
resilience and intellectual confidence. This term we have held an exhibition of excellent 
practice which showcased these projects across the whole school. The projects are based 
on the work of Professor Deborah Eyre and in September, we plan to run a parent 
information evening and workshop about her, and our, work in High Performance 
Learning. The skills and attitudes we are focusing on develop the ways children think 
and behave as learners, and are vital for developing the lifelong learning skills our 
students will need in the future, whatever path they decide to take.  
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PRIMARY CONTINUED 

 
NAGASAWA SPORTS GROUND OPENING 
 

 
 
Thank you to all of the parents and students who came to the opening ceremony at the 
Nagasawa ground on Sunday. It was wonderful to see so many of our Primary students 
involved in the rugby and football tournaments.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend soaking up the warmer weather. 
 
Fiona Read 
Head of Primary 
 

NUT REMINDER 

 

PLEASE BE REMINDED WE ARE A ‘NO NUT’ SCHOOL.  
 
WE HAVE SOME CHILDREN WITH SERIOUS ALLERGIES.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILDREN IN WITH ANY 
FOODS CONTAINING NUTS.  
 
THANK YOU. 
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PRIMARY TALENT SHOW 
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PRIMARY NEWSLETTERS 

 
Nursery Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/nursery-newsletter/ 
 

Reception Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/reception-newsletter/ 

 
Year 1 Hachioji Residential 

https://twitter.com/BST_Year1 
 

Year 2 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/ 

 
Year 3 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/ 
 

Year 4 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/ 

 
Year 5 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/ 
 

Year 6 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/ 

 
 

AIKIDO CONGRATULATIONS 

 
FROM PACIFIC AIKIDO 
 
This hard working young student attended our Spring 
Holiday Intensive last month, training daily over a week-
plus. Thanks to his hard work, he was eligible for testing 
and successfully passed his orange belt test.  
 
Great job Harry!  
 
We are very proud of you! 
 
www.pacificaikido.com 
E-mail: paul@pacificaikido.com 

 

  

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/nursery-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/reception-newsletter/
https://twitter.com/BST_Year1
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/
http://www.pacificaikido.com/
mailto:paul@pacificaikido.com
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EAS-Y GREEN EVENT 

 

 

 

NOTE: CHANGE OF TIME & STUDENTS NOW FREE 
Sign up here - https://tinyurl.com/yxodfmgn 

  

https://tinyurl.com/yxodfmgn
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PTA 

 

 

 

PTA MEETING 
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PTA TOUR 

 

PTA Tour 
 

Gotokuji Temple then a stroll to Meguro River 
 

Monday 3rd June 2019 
 

 
The Gotokuji Temple is thought to be where the story of the waving cat (Maneki-Neko) 

originated. 
 

We will visit Gotokuji Temple followed by a pleasant walk along Karasuyamagawa Green 
Road and Meguro River to Nakameguro Station. 

 
RSVP to PTA Tours pta-tours@bst.ac.jp 

 

 
 

 
  

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g14134813-d3629814-Reviews-Karasuyamagawa_Green_Road-Mishuku_Setagaya_Tokyo_Tokyo_Prefecture_Kanto.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g14134813-d3629814-Reviews-Karasuyamagawa_Green_Road-Mishuku_Setagaya_Tokyo_Tokyo_Prefecture_Kanto.html
mailto:pta-tours@bst.ac.jp
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BOOK SALE 

 

 

 

BST CAMBODIA SCHOOL 

 

 
 

Summer Term 2018-2019 Update from UWS on our Dor School in Cambodia 
https://tinyurl.com/y2n2enva 

 
  

https://tinyurl.com/y2n2enva
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

KOKO Lotus Leaves Painting Workshop 
For BST Parents and Children (Y6 and above) 

 

    
 

Create unique and stunning artwork that the whole family can enjoy! 
The workshop lasts about 3 hours and you can take your creation home the same day. 

"Lotus Leaves Painting" was established in Thailand and the special canvases are 
carefully made by hand, one by one using organic real lotus leaves. 

Immediate Art skills are not required, don't worry. Even those of you that believe you 
don't have any skills, Lotus Leaves Painting utilises simple techniques that result in 

hugely professional-like and beautiful pieces. 
What a great souvenir from Asia to cherish and enjoy! 

 

DETAILS 
-Date: Sunday 2nd June 2019 
-Time:10:00~13:00 
-Venue : BST Showa campus class room 6B on the 4th floor that is right across from the 
elevator 
-What to bring: we will provide all, however please bring an apron. 
 
Cost:  20cmx20cm canvas = ¥8,000 

40x40 = ¥16,000 
40x80 = ¥24,000 
 

Please register by email by 26th May 2019 to: artbykoko@hotmail.com 
 
About the adviser; KOKO Lotus Leaves Painting (KLLP) adviser Yoko is a Himapan Japan 

certified. She has helped many classes in the past and runs her original art & crafts 
classes for primary school children. She is also an established oil painting artist. 

himapanjapan.com 
  

mailto:artbykoko@hotmail.com
http://himapanjapan.com/
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AIKIDO 

 

 
 

Dear BST Families,  
We are happy to announce the following summer sessions at BST Shibuya Campus in 

June & July.  We will have some summer classes at a few other locations in June & July so 
please contact paul@pacificaikido.com for more information.  

  

mailto:paul@pacificaikido.com
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CASTING CALL OPPORTUNITY 

 
KOOV Global Educational Product Video Opportunity 

 
 

CASTING CALL FOR BST STUDENTS 8-14 TO APPEAR IN PRODUCT VIDEO FOR SONY 
KOOV – BLOCK PROGRAMMING 
 
Koov, a bit similar to Lego programming, but different, is designed by Sony Global 
Education. https://www.sonyged.com/ 
 
This product video will be used globally as a primary marketing tool for schools and 
institutions.  BST Students have an opportunity to be involved. 
 
All details are here:  https://tinyurl.com/y4xsrx9d 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

 
STUDENT VOLUNTEERS 15+ ALSO INVITED  

 

 
 

Komazawa Park International School (KPIS) 2019 Summer Fun Volunteer Opportunity 
https://tinyurl.com/y4vwcvo3 

 

https://www.sonyged.com/
https://tinyurl.com/y4xsrx9d
https://tinyurl.com/y4vwcvo3

