The Lion – 7th June 2019

School
news

Primary

Secondary

PTA

Community

MESSAGE FROM BRIAN CHRISTIAN – PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
I make no apology for beginning
this week’s letter with a look back
at last Saturday’s remarkable
ISTAA Futsal Tournament, hosted
here on our Showa Campus.
Having fought their way through
to the final, our HS Boys’ team
looked certain to miss out on the
trophy, trailing KAIS by two goals
with just seven minutes to go. But
in sport there are very few
certainties. Three quick-fire goals
delivered a dramatic, unlikely 5-4 victory and the celebrations could begin.
Congratulations to everyone involved; Mr Magee tells me that all the matches were
played in very good spirit, and no one can question the energy, enthusiasm and
commitment of every player on show.
These end of term Futsal tournaments always contribute to an exciting climax to the
sporting year, and this weekend sees the MS Boys and Girls in action at Showa, while the
HS Girls compete at the French School. Fingers crossed for more BST success!

Continuing with the sporting theme, we are delighted to welcome the former Middlesex
and England cricket captain, Mike Gatting OBE, to BST today. Mike captained England in
23 test matches and, though he played in his last international (against Australia) in
1993, he is still regarded as one of England’s greats. Those of you who are a little
younger than I am may know him as the unfortunate batsman on the receiving end of
Shane Warne’s infamous and much re-played ball of the century. For me, though, the
lasting memories are of one of England’s most destructive and entertaining batsmen.
Thank you to BST parent, Mr David Shirt, for facilitating this great opportunity.
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PRINCIPAL CONT’D

PARENTS ASSOCIATION (PTA)
Of course, we rely heavily on the enthusiastic support
of our parents for so many of the opportunities and
activities that we are able to offer here at BST. I am
delighted therefore to share with you the details of
the new PTA team to take us forward into the next
academic year, and I am particularly pleased to see
that this group appears to be truly representative of
our diverse international community. I wish them
well in the year ahead.
Chair

Amena Islam

Vice Chair (Secondary) Gabriela Mandrea
Vice Chair (Primary)

Mana Nogami

Secretary

Claire-Marie Andlauer

Treasurer

Cindy Huang Yi

Vice Treasurer

Sadako Tajima

TRUSTEE PARENT OPEN
MEETING INVITATION
Finally, one last reminder of our Annual Parents’
Open Evening. We start at 7:00 pm at Showa on
Monday evening and my successor, Paul Tough,
is looking forward to joining us to introduce
himself to you.
Enjoy your weekend – despite the rain!
Brian Christian
https://twitter.com/BST_Principal

Page 3 of 18

TO TOP PAGE

SECONDARY NEWS
Dear Secondary Parents,

I have seen all the preparatory work in the last couple of weeks, but I write this about to
go and join the Formal viewing of the Art and Photography Exhibition in a moment. The
creativity of these students is tremendous and I really hope you all get the chance to see
the work on show. What a treat!

The Trip Day on Wednesday was a great success with lots of fun had by all with some
handy learning too! Year 7 went off to the Nagasawa ground, Year 8 went rice planting in
Ashigawa, Year 9 to Mount Takao and Year 10 to Shinjuku Gyoen. I am really grateful for
all the enthusiasm and for the work behind the scenes from staff who made it all
happen.
It has been a focussed week for Year 12s who have been taking their end of year
examinations. Unlike in the past when there were formal AS examinations, these are
internally set and marked but they are still very important signposts for their future
university and career aspirations. I hope that they will engage well with the reflection
process now.
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SECONDARY CONT’D

Today we had the pleasure of entertaining Mike Gatting, ex England Cricket captain.
Despite the rain (sigh) there have been a number of things going on involving him student interviews, tours, talks, practice sessions and so on. What an honour to have
such a distinguished guest in school.

Last weekend the High School Boys were crowned ISTAA futsal - the MS Boys and Girls
have their own chance of glory this weekend. Good luck and remember it is the taking
part that counts!
Lots to look forward to next week - Year 6 transition events, Maths competitions, Duke of
Edinburgh mentor meetings, a Gold hike and the Fuji relay to name a few...
Best wishes for the weekend.
James Thomas - Head of Secondary
https://twitter.com/BST_Secondary
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SECONDARY STAFFING

SECONDARY STAFFING FOR 2019-2020
As happens in all schools, some teachers leave (although on the whole teachers stay a lot
longer at BST than at other schools), new teachers join, and responsibilities/roles change
for staff. There will be some changes in Secondary next year and I have detailed them
below - students have also been made aware of this today.
The Heads of House team will be slightly different - Mr Parsons will become the Head of
Izanami; Mr Grimshaw will become Head of Bishamon while Dr Reilly will take over as
Head of the Outdoors programme.
To assist in the development of the Duke of Edinburgh International Award, Mr Balcombe
will be the school coordinator (he will also remain as Head of Computer Science).
To support the growth of Music and Sport, alongside the Whole-School Directors Mrs
Danmeri (who will return from maternity leave) and Mr Morris, I have asked Mr Beston
and Mr Magee to take a lead on the Secondary aspects of those departments from next
year.
As the Sixth Form continues to grow, Mrs Trachonitis remains Assistant Head (Sixth
Form and Student Development) but to boost the team, Dr Matsumiya will take on the
role of Sixth Form Lead Tutor.
In addition, at some point during Term 1 Mrs Bickley will be going on maternity leave
and we wish her (and Mr Bickley) all the best when the time comes.
I am glad to say that we have recruited some excellent new teachers for next year and I
am sure they will make great contributions to the school moving forward. We will be
saying goodbye to Mr Bell, Mr Bramwell, Mr Naylor, Mr Madine and Ms Wery at the end of
the year. Mr Christian our Principal will also be retiring. There will be plenty of
opportunities to say thank you and good luck to them in the next few weeks.
There will also be a couple of changes of Tutors in Tutor Groups as well for next year these will be announced before the Year 6 students come and join the groups next week.
Thanks as ever for your support and encouragement of our excellent teaching staff. It is
such a pleasure to work with them.
James Anthony Thomas
Head of Secondary School
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SECONDARY EVENTS

Lions Cricket Club V GIIS - Match Report
https://tinyurl.com/y6cj2tv6
UPCOMING EVENTS -- TERM 3.2 (2018-2019)
Sat 8th June
8:00-12:00
8:00-15:00
13:00-17:00

MS Boys ISTAA Futsal Tournament (H)
MS Girls ISTAA Futsal Tournament (A)
MS Girls ISTAA Futsal Tournament (H)

Mon 10th June
Y10 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh IA mentor meetings (during tutor time)
Art Exhibition open to public
15:45-18:00
MS Netball Match BST v TIS (H)
Tue 11th June
Junior Maths Kangaroo
Junior Maths Olympiad
Transitions: Year 6 Freshers’ Fair
Wed 12th June
Transitions: 1st tutor group visit
Thu 13th June
Japanese Culture Event in Green Hall
Fri 14th June
Fuji Relay (Y7-10)
Transition - New Y7 Tutor Group allocations issued to students and parents
Y8 Full Reports Released
Duke of Edinburgh IA Gold Practice Hike Oze National Park (all day until 17th June)
Sun 16th June
12:00-21:00

Middle School Play Rehearsal
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UPCOMING ART EXHIBITION

ART website featuring student work across Key Stages 3-5:
https://gioctheme.wixsite.com/exwork
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PRIMARY NEWS
Dear Parents,
It has been another very busy week in Primary.
Early Years and Key Stage 1 have had the
privilege of being joined by Heather Russell,
international English adviser and phonics
specialist from North Yorkshire Education
Services in the UK. Heather is a national trainer
for reading and has supported the development
of phonics and reading programmes in a wide
variety of schools across the UK. Here at BST,
Heather has worked with teachers and teaching
assistants from Early Years and Key Stage 1 to review our current phonics programme in
light of cutting edge research and practice from the UK.
Do keep a look out for our phonics parent workshops in September to find out more.
Year 6 have been studiously taking their SATs papers this week. The KS2 SATs are only a
snapshot of your child’s attainment in three core subjects: English, Maths and Science.
The SATs papers are sent away to be marked externally, and results will be made
available to parents at the end of August.
We saw Year 3 depart this week for their residential
trip to Norikura. This is the final trip of the year for
Primary and it has been wonderful hearing how
much the children have developed their
independence and grown in their understanding of
themselves and others. Our trips are a very
important part of our curriculum and provide our
students an opportunity to shine beyond the
classroom.
Today Reception Giraffes and Rhinos enthralled
their audience in their assembly about the ‘Gruffalo’
story. I was sorry to have missed the event but I was
at Showa helping to judge the spectacular BST’s Got
Talent Show. I am always so impressed with the number of students who put
themselves forward for these events and our finalists today bravely and proudly
showcased their talents. It was an incredibly difficult competition to judge, as all twelve
acts were exceptional and all the students should be very proud of their efforts. After
much deliberation by the judges, who were made up of myself and Student Council
representatives, the winners were announced. Year 4: Arthur the amazing magician who
involved the audience and certainly brought wonder and awe to his act with his magic
and charisma. Year 5: Oscar for an incredible rendition of Rudyard Kipling’s ‘IF”. Oscar
spoke with such clarity and imparted to us the wisdom of “IF”. Year 6: Millie managed to
bring tears to the eyes of many in the audience. She sang so beautifully and with such joy
it was incredibly moving. So a huge congratulations to our winners and equally to all
those who took part in the competition. Well done!
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PRIMARY NEWSLETTERS

MIKE GATTING
CRICKET COACHING
The excitement does not end here as our
students had an opportunity to meet Mike
Gatting today. Mike is a former English
cricketer, who played first-class cricket for
England, captaining the national side in
twenty-three Test matches. He helped
coach Year 5 PE today so I am sure the
students thoroughly enjoyed their session
and picked up some valuable skills.
TRUSTEE PARENT OPEN MEETING
REMINDER
I look forward to seeing many of you at
the Trustee Parent Open Meeting this
coming Monday 10th June 2019 at 7pm.
Best wishes for the weekend ahead.
Fiona Read
Head of Primary
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PRIMARY NEWSLETTERS
Nursery Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/nursery-newsletter/
Reception Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/reception-newsletter/
Year 1
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/
Year 2 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/
Year 3 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/
Year 4 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/
Year 5 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/
Year 6 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/

ECO BAG PROJECT
SHOWA PRIMARY SCHOOL COUNCIL ECO BAGS FOR SALE
PRICE - ¥500
CHOOSE YOUR DESIGN & ORDER HERE:
https://forms.gle/VXDe11PMkyfVPdyt7
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PRIMARY TALENT SHOW

Congratulations to Arthur (Y4), Oscar (Y5) & Millie (Y6)

Well done to everyone who took part!
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PTA

TUTOR AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Tutor available for either Secondary or Primary students over the summer holiday.
Able to help with English & Maths.
If interested, please email comms@bst.ac.jp
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PTA TOUR

PTA Tour
Gotokuji Temple then a stroll to Meguro River
Monday 3rd June 2019
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
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AIKIDO
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RECRUITING

STH Japan KK

Rugby World Cup and Tokyo 2020 – positions available
https://tinyurl.com/y5fttts2
TOHOKU FOOTBALL DERBY
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SEAN TAIT CONCERT
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