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MESSAGE FROM BRIAN CHRISTIAN – PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,

It may or may not surprise you to know that World Book Day in the UK can be quite
controversial in some quarters. Concerns raised by teachers, parents and other
commentators in the press include the stress caused by a competitive ‘dressing-up’
culture among some parents and the strain it can place upon the poorest families or
those where both parents lead busy working lives. Another is the implicit suggestion
that books are only important for one day in the year – and even then it seems to be
more about dressing up as a Disney character than it is about reading.
I admit that I do have just a little sympathy with some of these criticisms, but all the
events of the past week here at BST, particularly yesterday, suggest to me that when
schools and parents get it right, the positives far outweigh the negatives. The first point
is that any celebration of books can only really be effective when there is an established
culture of reading worth celebrating. Mr Steven and Mr Bell – and all of the teachers
across the school who do so much to support them – can take great credit for the fact
that students here know their books and love to read them. I was amazed at the range
and scope of your children’s reading as demonstrated by their choice of outfit yesterday.
The second point is that children need to see good behaviours being modelled by the
adults around them. I attended two assemblies yesterday, one teacher-led in Shibuya and
another led by students in Showa. Both featured teachers talking about some of the
books that have been important to them and it was clear that, in both cases, the
audiences were engaged and listening with genuine interest.
The third point is that World Book Day, while it should certainly be a lot of fun, should
also aim to be much more than a one-off excuse to dress up. Here there has been a focus
on reading throughout the week and some events will have a lasting impact. Take, for
example, the Secondary book collection organised by the Houses in support of Books for
Smiles, a charity established to help young care-leavers in Japan to begin to make their
way in the world.
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Then, of course, there was that stunning production of George Orwell’s 1984. What a
centre-piece for any celebration of the power of literature. I enjoyed it so much on
Wednesday evening that I have every intention of seeing again this afternoon.
Congratulations to Mr Naylor, the cast and crew for bringing us such a compelling piece
of ensemble theatre every bit as thought provoking as its source material. I should also
mention the musicians and their talented young conductor, Luke Marrable. Luke’s
atmospheric original score worked so well to heighten the drama and tension on stage
and demonstrated a sophisticated understanding of Orwell’s dystopian world.
In conclusion, I think it is fair to say that at BST, every day is a book day – it’s just that
some days are more bookish than others!
Before I finish, I must just draw your
attention to the fact that the sun is
shining again today. The skies are blue,
the blossom trees are in bud and,
although it is still quite chilly, we can
begin to believe that winter is now behind
us. Which can only mean that the BST
Spring Fair can’t be too far away. If you
haven’t volunteered your support already,
I feel sure that the hard-working team
putting it all together would love to hear
from you and, of course, we hope that
donations will continue to roll in, that
raffle ticket sales will be brisk and that,
most important of all, you will save the
date and spread the word!
Thank you - enjoy your weekend.
Brian Christian
https://twitter.com/BST_Principal
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SECONDARY NEWS
Dear Secondary Parents,
The week has certainly
had a literary and
dramatic flavour. It is
such a strength of our
school that books and
reading form an integral
part of life at BST. Our
English Department and
Library really are at the
heart of things and the
various activities of
'Teacher Shelfies', bookfocused tea parties, a
literary assembly, World
Book Day and the now
hundreds of books being donated for Books for Smiles show how the whole community
were engaged in BST Book Week. It was a
pleasure to dust off my academic gown as I
tried to come in dressed up as James
(father of Harry) Potter, and nice to see a
few other students dress up too. All
students had a cardboard insert to their
school ties showing their favourite book
on Thursday - a lovely way to promote
discussion about reading.
I am looking forward to seeing 1984, this
term's Drama production, tonight. I gather
the first performance was top notch. I will let you know my thoughts next week! Well
done to all those who have worked so hard in rehearsals and in the final production.
On the sporting front, it was great to hear of the triumph in the ISTAA competition for
the MS Boys’ basketball and I gather they are having a great time on the Varsity soccer
tour down in Kobe. Our Swimmers will be in action at St Mary's over the weekend after
our Girls' football play ISSH at the Lion's Den in Nagasawa on Friday.
I look forward to seeing lots of parents at the IGCSE options evening on Wednesday and
if my schedule allows at the Advanced Musicians concert kindly hosted at the Belgian
Embassy on Tuesday.
Best wishes
James Anthony Thomas
https://twitter.com/BST_Secondary
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SECONDARY EVENTS

Book Donations collected for Books for Smiles
UPCOMING EVENTS -- TERM 2.2 (2018-2019)
Fri 8th March
WJAA HS Boys Varsity Football Tournament (Y10-13)
4.30pm
HS Play - 1984 - Green Hall
8:30-19:30
HS Girls Football v Sacred Heart (H)
Sat 9th March
7:00-17:00

BST Swimming - March Age Group Championships (A)

Sun 10th March
7:00-17:00

BST Swimming - March Age Group Championships (A)

Mon 11th March
Science Week
Y11 Physics Olympiad
Y11 Options Deadline
Tue 12th March
Y10 Physics Challenge
15:30-18:00
MS Girls and Boys Inter House Basketball (H)
Wed 13th March
Y9 Options Evening
15:30-19:30
HS Girls Football v St Maur (NSG)
Fri 15th March
15:30-18:00

HS Girls and Boys Inter House Basketball (H)

Sat 16th March
Robot Rumble at Yokota MS

SOPHIA CANTEEN CLOSED FOR WHOLE MONTH OF MARCH
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http://bit.ly/BSTEALNewsletter
SPRING CONCERT
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PRIMARY NEWS
Dear Primary Parents,
What an amazing and lively learning week! World Book Week started with “Drop
Everything and Read” on Monday. Students and staff were instructed at various points
throughout the day to stop what they were doing and spend 10 minutes reading. We had
some amusing “in-character” announcements at Shibuya courtesy of Ruth Unsworth and
Hannah McElroy.
On Thursday, the halls were flooded with
colourful book characters for World Book
Day dress-up. Each class was buzzing with
excitement and everyone joined in the
discussions about their favourite books
and characters. Thank you to all parents
for creating amazing costumes and to all
the teachers for getting into the spirit of
the day with some wonderful character
costumes. These weeks help us instil a love
for books and reading in your children.
This was evident in their enthusiasm for
the day, whether they were reading in their classrooms or mixing potions as a part of the
magical wizardry of Harry Potter!
Following on from last year, our Year 5 staff
arranged for Gill Lewis, the author of their class book
‘Moon Bear’ to Skype with the year group and answer
their questions. She was thrilled to see her book not
only being read for pleasure, but also being used as
part of our Year 5 English curriculum. Gill was very
impressed by the thoughtful and poignant questions
the children asked about the book and its
environmental themes.
A big thank you to Hannah McElroy for all her hard
work in organising a fantastic Book Week!
PRIMARY COBIS GAMES
The Primary COBIS games team
set off with great enthusiasm to
Bangkok for their first COBIS
Games on Thursday morning.
After a hearty breakfast they
were up early this morning and ready for games. We wish them all
the best and we hope they thoroughly enjoy the experience and represent BST, showing
true sportsmanship at all times.

Page 9 of 20

TO TOP PAGE

PRIMARY CONTINUED
SHIBUYA SIGN2SING
Shibuya students performed a variety
of songs in support of the Sign2Sing
charity in their assembly on Tuesday.
Thank you for all the donations. I
know the Sign2Sing charity
appreciates all of our support. Thank
you also to 2G who performed in their
class assembly this morning at
Shibuya. Both 5B and 3B had their
class exhibitions this week. The
children always enjoy sharing their
learning and showing the progress
they have made over the course of the year.
DATES FOR THE DIARY
With spring well on the way, we have a few upcoming events to highlight for your diaries.




Y6 Ashigara
Spring Fair Saturday 23rd March – 11am-3pm
Dance Assembly - Friday 29th March (9am start)

On one more serious note, can I please ask Shibuya parents to not leave their children
unattended at school in the mornings before 8:15am. We continue to have children arrive
as early as 7:10am and we do not have any adults supervising. If you do arrive early
please can you stay with your child until 8:15am. If your child attends an early morning
club, please make sure they arrive at 7:30am and not any earlier. I would be very grateful
for your cooperation in this matter.
MS LUCY WOOD
And finally, I would also like you all to join me in congratulating Lucy Wood on her new
appointment as Primary Deputy Head of the British School of the Netherlands with effect
from August 2019. This is an exciting move for Lucy and her family and, although we will
miss her very much when she leaves in July, we are delighted for her and know that the
British School of the Netherlands will benefit greatly from her wisdom and experience.
We have begun the process of advertising for Lucy's replacement this week and we hope
to have a decision by the end of term. Lucy will be here until the end of the academic
year in July 2019 and we will, of course, work hard to ensure a smooth transition. For
now, our sincere congratulations to Lucy and our very best wishes to her and her family
in their next chapter.
Have a wonderful and relaxing weekend,
Fiona Read
Head of Primary
https://twitter.com/BST_Primary
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PRIMARY ENSEMBLES CONCERT

PRIMARY NEWSLETTERS
Nursery Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/nursery-newsletter/
Reception Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/reception-newsletter/
Year 1 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/
Year 2 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/
Year 3 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/
Year 4 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/
Year 5 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/
Year 6 Newsletter
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/
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SPRING FAIR
RAFFLE TICKETS COMING
HOME NEXT WEEK
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Spring Fair is fast approaching.

WATCH THE VIDEO
https://youtu.be/UAPoL1OXIaw
Any questions – email pta-springfair@bst.ac.jp

SPRING FAIR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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SPRING FAIR GOLD SPONSORS

https://www.azabugardens.com/

https://www.pembroke.com/
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CAKE DONATIONS

pta-springfair@bst.ac.jp
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PTA TOUR

pta-tours@bst.ac.jp
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BST IRISH DANCERS
Coming Up - I Love Ireland Festival
On Sat 16th Mar - 6 students from BST will
be performing their Irish dance on stage at
this event. Catch them from 1.20pm
Full details here:
http://iloveirelandfes.com/

TAIKO CONCERT

Taiko Event - Sun 10th Mar 2019 - Yamano Hall - Yoyogi
http://tinyurl.com/y5qcrwj8
Page 17 of 20

TO TOP PAGE

SHIBUYA YOUTH BRASS BAND ANNUAL CONCERT

Shibuya Youth Brass Band (Wind Orchestra) Annual concert
Time & Date: 14:00 (open at 13:20)~, 24 March (Sun) 2019
Place: Sakura Hall, Shibuya Cultural Centre Owada
Free entrance

SWU JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT

SWU Junior & Senior High School Wind Orchestra
Sunday 31st March 2019
Hitomi Hall, Showa Campus – 1pm doors open
Tickets are available for BST Families – please email comms@bst.ac.jp
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TUC FLEA MARKET

TUC Flea Market – 14th -16th March
All details here:
www.tokyounion.org/wf-2019-flea-market

HOUSE FOR RENT

BST PARENT RECOMMENDATION
Daizawa 2-13-20 Property Details
http://tinyurl.com/y3kupksj
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BST 30TH BIRTHDAY GALA BALL
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