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MESSAGE FROM BRIAN CHRISTIAN – PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents, 
 
As we approach Sunday’s centenary of the armistice of World 
War 1, it is entirely fitting that the central theme of this year’s 
Secondary School Humanities Week has been Remembrance.  
 
Many of you will have been as enthralled as I was by the 
forgotten stories brought to life by students (and teachers) in 
Tuesday evening’s presentation. Particularly impressive was 
the way in which this theme was taken up and developed 
further by our visual and creative arts students. The 
performance of a number of very atmospheric short pieces 
of original music composed by Year 9 students demonstrated 
ambition and imagination, while the dramatic excerpts from Journey’s End and some 
thought-provoking poetry recitations added further depth to the evening. Not to be 
outdone, the Art department offered us some strikingly imaginative interpretations of the 
commemorative poppy emblem by Year 8 students, vividly exhibited in the Showa foyer. 
 
Wednesday’s student-led assembly was especially moving as we were reminded of the 
individual human stories that lie behind horrifying statistics on such a scale that they defy 
comprehension. Once again, music played an important part in setting the tone. Thank you 
to everyone involved. 
 
It was HG Wells who first described WW1 as the war that will 
end war. He was wrong, of course, which is why it remains 
important to remember those who have fallen or suffered on 
all sides in all wars. On Sunday our Head Prefects, Sean Wilson 
and Marie Goto, will accompany me, in representing BST at 
Remembrance Service at the Hodogaya Commonwealth War 
Cemetery. It is always a poignant occasion and the 
immaculately kept cemetery provides tangible evidence that 
the sacrifice of those commemorated there is far from 
forgotten. 
 
On a rather different note, I must mention another highlight 
of Humanities Week: yesterday afternoon’s Samurai Kembu 
performance was memorable for all sorts of reasons, not least 
the surprising moments of humour, and the grace and dexterity of the ceremonial display 
of swordsmanship.  It was good to see such a significant element of the culture and 
tradition of our host nation being featured in the week’s events. 
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PRINCIPAL CONT’D 

 
 
Some of our younger students found an alternative, physically 
active way to explore Japan’s history and culture when Year 6 
climbed Takao-san on Wednesday. Unfortunately, they did not 
manage to catch a glimpse of a snow-capped Mount Fuji on 
this occasion but when I bumped into some of them on their 
return, it was clear that they had enjoyed a great day out. 
 
Good luck to our Year 12 Geographers who are heading off to 
the Izu peninsula this afternoon, and to those students aiming 
to complete their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award assessed 
expeditions over the next few days – at least the latest weather 
forecast suggests that they might just get by without their 
waterproofs!  
 
Enjoy your weekend 
 
Brian Christian 
https://twitter.com/BST_Principal 
 

 

 
  

https://twitter.com/BST_Principal
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SECONDARY NEWS 

Dear Secondary Parents, 
 
It was lovely to return to school on Wednesday to such a positive environment after a 
few days of work in the UK, recruiting new staff and spending time at the COBIS 
headquarters and the University of London. Sometimes it takes a bit of time away to 
remember how welcoming our community and environment are! I am most grateful to 
the highly capable Mr Grey and the Senior Team for running things so well in my 
absence. 
 

 
 

There have been a number of highlights this week, notably in the Humanities Department 
where, for 'Humanities Week' we have seen fun and exciting activities including quizzes, 
competitions, reflections and even a few people dressed up as historical characters for 
the day! 
 
We marked Remembrance Day with an excellent and highly reflective assembly led by 
the Humanities Ambassadors and the choir. There was also an excellent multi-
disciplinary evening on Tuesday evening involving Art, Drama, History, English and 
Music. It is a strength of our school that departments can work so well together in a 
creative manner and that students are able to produce such poignant work.  
 
I am sorry that I was not in school for the Year 7 Parents' Evening on Tuesday. I have 
heard a number of very good reports from students, parents and teachers and I was 
most pleased to know that some very good progress is being made (with, of course, some 
points for improvement!). They have done very well in their first few weeks in Secondary. 
 
It is a busy weekend for our Gold and Silver Duke of Edinburgh students who are on 
hikes, and also our A-Level Geographers who are doing fieldwork in Izu. There is also the 
Cosmos Festival taking place here at the Showa Campus; come and purchase some cakes 
from the OpWall team who have been organising a charity bake-off! 
 
Finally, a plea - as you may know. we offer our Year 12 students a week of Work 
Experience (this year it is happening in February) in a Tokyo based company of their 
particular interest.  A number of parents are always very supportive of this and provide 
opportunities for our students in their workplace. However, with a growing Sixth Form 
we are always looking for any other chances for our students to experience a taste of life 
beyond study - please let us know if you are able to help. More information will be sent 
soon. 
 
James Anthony Thomas - https://twitter.com/BST_Secondary 

https://twitter.com/BST_Secondary
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SECONDARY WORK EXPERIENCE 
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SECONDARY EVENTS 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS -- TERM 1.2 (2018-2019) 
 
Fri 9th November 
Yr 12 Izu Geog trip departs  
DoE Gold Assessed departs 
15:45-16:45  Autumn Lecture 
Series 
 
Sat 10th November 
Cosmos Festival (Opwall students), 
Showa Uni 8:00-16:00 
 ISTAA Badminton 
Tournament - LFIT 
 
Sat 10th - Sun 11th November 
Cosmos Festival (Opwall students), 
Showa Uni  
 
Sat 10th - Mon 12th November 
DofE IA Silver Assessed Expedition 
 
Tue 13th November 
Year 11 Art/Photography Mocks  
15:30-18:00  HS Boys ISTAA Volleyball v CIS (H) 
 
Wed 14th November 
Climbing Club 2 (TBC) 
16:00-17:00  PTA Bid Meeting, Shibuya Campus 
 
Thu 15th November 
Y12 Subject Parents' Evening 
Year 11 Art/Photography Mocks  
19:00-22:00    PTA Quiz Night  
  
Fri 16th November 
Autumn Lecture Series 
8:45-9:45  PTA - Second hand Ski Sale, Shibuya Campus 
15:30-18:00  HS Boys ISTAA Volleyball v KAIS 
 
Sat 17th November 
7:30-12:00  MS Boys Basketball v St Mary's (A) 
9:00-18:00  HS Boys ISTAA Volleyball Tournament (A) 
 
Sun 18th November  
16:30-18:30  Triathlon Training (ERC) @ BST SHOWA 
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SECONDARY – SKI & SNOWBOARD WEEKENDS 2019 

 

 

BST Secondary - 2 Ski and Snowboard weekends to Minakami in 2019 with Canyons Ltd. 

Weekend 1 - Friday 11th to Sunday 13th January 2019 

Weekend 2 - Friday 8th to Sunday 10th February 2019 

If you would like your child to join – please email sports@bst.ac.jp 
 

https://canyons.jp/en/outdoor-education/winter-outdoor-education 
 

CAMBODIA CHARITY AMBASSADORS 

 

Exciting plans for UWS Cambodia charity.  
 
Twelve Y11 students have been successful in their 
applications to be the 2018-2019 Cambodia charity 
ambassadors. These students will be actively 
involved in fundraising efforts for the educational 
charity as well as going to visit our partner school 
in Dor, Cambodia in January 2019. They have 
already started to meet as a team and plan their 
lessons which they will deliver to the children in 
Dor village school.  
 
Photo:  
Year 2 to 6 have had the Y11 and Y12 Cambodia 
student ambassadors speaking to them at Showa 
and Shibuya for assemblies   
 
Thank you, Camilla Scott 
 
 

 
https://www.unitedworldschools.org/  

  

mailto:sports@bst.ac.jp
https://canyons.jp/en/outdoor-education/winter-outdoor-education
https://www.unitedworldschools.org/
https://canyons.jp/en/outdoor-education/winter-outdoor-education
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AUTUM LECTURE SERIES 

 

 

Parents are welcome to attend.  
Enquiries should go to:  

19mtakahashi@bst.ac.jp (Mizuki T) or 19hkubelec@bst.ac.jp (Hana K) 
  

mailto:19mtakahashi@bst.ac.jp
mailto:19hkubelec@bst.ac.jp
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GOOD CAUSES COFFEE MORNING 
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PUZZLE OF THE WEEK 
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PRIMARY NEWS 
 
 
Dear Primary Parents, 
 

 
 
I am wondering where the glorious weather has vanished to that we all so enjoyed last 
week. Hopefully this rain will pass and the blue winter skies will return soon! However, 
we were fortunate with the weather on Wednesday when our intrepid Y6 students spent 
the day hiking up Mt Takao. This annual trip is a wonderful opportunity for them to 
work on their team-building skills, whilst taking in some of the natural beauty that is 
nearby to Tokyo. It looks like everyone had a fantastic day! 

 
Also on Wednesday, our first group of younger 
explorers from Reception visited nearby Niko Niko Park 
for an excellent opportunity for physical development 
and confidence building. The park is near to our 
Shibuya campus and has some incredible facilities. The 
children put their confidence to the test on a zip-wire 
and were led by the teachers through some great 
activities. 
 
Thank you to all of the Class Parents who were able to 
attend our meeting yesterday. It was a good discussion 
and thank you for all your valuable feedback. Class 
parents play a vital role in being the liaison between the 
class teacher and other parents in the class & we are 
grateful to everyone who kindly volunteers their time to 
the role.  
 
Well done to both Reception and 2P on their Class 

Exhibitions today. The children were very enthusiastic and keen to share and discuss 
their learning with their parents.  Next week 1G and 6R will be having their Class 
Exhibitions. 
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PRIMARY cont’d 

 
For now, with this weather, the weekend ahead is 
calling for me to curl up with a good book. Interestingly 
when it comes to reading, educational researcher John 
Hattie states that, “The genius of J. K. Rowling was 
challenging a generation of readers to wade through 
4,000 pages that were better than any movie ever 
created. Lewis Carroll and Frank Baum did the same a 
century ago, and emerging writers of today will help 
students know that the flashlight under the bed aimed 
at a great book is vastly more satisfying than a Twitter 
feed or a text message.” We have a wonderfully 
resourced Library at both Shibuya and Showa, so please 
do enjoy spending time reading a good book with your 
child(ren)!  
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Fiona Read 
https://twitter.com/BST_Primary 
 

PRIMARY NEWSLETTERS 

 
Nursery Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/nursery-newsletter/ 
 

Reception Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/reception-newsletter/ 

 
Year 1 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/ 
 

Year 2 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/ 

 
Year 3 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/ 
 

Year 4 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/ 

 
Year 5 Newsletter 

https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/ 
 

Year 6 Newsletter 
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/ 

  

https://twitter.com/BST_Primary
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/nursery-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/reception-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-1-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-2-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-3-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-4-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-5-newsletter/
https://www.bst.ac.jp/our-community/latest-news/year-6-newsletter/
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PRIMARY WINTER SHOW 
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PTA 

 

 
 

NEXT PTA MEETING 
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BST QUIZ NIGHT 

 

 
Email pta@bst.ac.jp if you would like to make a team of 4!  

 

THANK YOU 

 

 

mailto:pta@bst.ac.jp
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CAKE SALE DONATION REQUEST 

 

 

To donate - please email Belinda Downes  
  

mailto:belinda.downes10@gmail.com?subject=RIJ%20CAKE%20SALE%20SHOWA%20
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PTA SKIWEAR SALE 

 

 

BST PARENT SERVICES 

 

BST parent Genevieve Malcolm has been teaching 
Pilates since 2005, and qualified through Polestar 
Pilates.  
 
1:1 private Reformer in her home in Kamiyamacho 
available for more reasonable rates than commercial 
studios. 
 
Email - Gen Malcolm genmalcolm@gmail.com 
 
Pilates: The Difference Between Mat And Reformer |  
HuffPost Australia 
Reformer = more exercise combinations. 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2016/06/24/pilates-the-difference-between-mat-
and-reformer_a_21401146/ 
 
  

mailto:genmalcolm@gmail.com
https://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2016/06/24/pilates-the-difference-between-mat-and-reformer_a_21401146/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2016/06/24/pilates-the-difference-between-mat-and-reformer_a_21401146/


Page 18 of 22 

  TO TOP PAGE 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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BST AIKIDO CLUB 

 

 

Pacific Aikido Program Brief November 2018 

Pacific Aikido’s classes are open to girls and boys from 3 years old and are the perfect 
place for children because of the balance of discipline and fun. We focus children’s 
energy in a positive, productive manner while maintaining courteous, respectful 
behaviour in class at all times. As Aikido does not have any tournaments, children learn 
basic life skills such as how to work with others and how to be a productive member of a 
group while at the same time focusing on their own personal development. 
 

READ MORE HERE https://tinyurl.com/ybrzbd92  

 

  

https://tinyurl.com/ybrzbd92
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THE BIG BAD MUSICAL 

 

 

https://www.tokyotheatreforchildren.com/ 

  

https://www.tokyotheatreforchildren.com/
https://www.tokyotheatreforchildren.com/
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RIJ SIP & SHOP NIGHT  

 
Refugees International Japan Sip & Shop Night  
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TELL PARENT WORKSHOP 

 

 


